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Santa Fe & Brougham, east of Kohl’s

    K-7 (Parker) & Santa Fe near Price Chopper

  51 Professionals in 2 Locations to Serve You

*Based on JCG random sampling done 9/18/20See Coupons  
Inside Page 9

 Miami County 
Court House  in 
Paola,Kansas

 Legler Barn Museum
On 87th St.Lenexa, Ks
    Photo by Keih Stokes

48

Judged Olathe Area’s Best Hair Care* SalonsJudged Olathe Area’s Best Hair Care* Salons

Being in the Midwest has 
meant thousands of trains 
have passed thru Olathe, 
Kansas since the 1870’s

The Mahaffie Farmstead & 
Stagecoach Stop KC Road 

(Continued on Page 10)

BlackBob Chief   
Hathawekela div
Shawnee Tribal 
StreetNamesake

East Hours M-Thur 9-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.

*Based on Private Market Study 10-18*

 
ByBy  Ethel Mae Brewer Ethel Mae Brewer 

Hours at Hair Shop West 
Hours M-Th 8-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.

Captain  Edward (Ed) Hayes (Ret.)

 East Olathe Location
16120 W. 135th St (near Kohls)

 Santa Fe & Brougham-Next to Olathe 
Library

 West Olathe Location

Ethel Mae Brewer

Please don't get ripped off by the huge ad budget plumbers. They may 
be good, but you pay a fortune. Shop for local guys who have good 
references. We use JoeJoe Plumbing 913-208-1509, landlords use Joe   (Continued on Page 9)

Anticipating the New YearAnticipating the New Year

By Johnson County  Sheriff's Deputy
 Captain Ed Hayes, Retired 

The Captain The Captain 
Ed Hayes ReportEd Hayes Report

(Continued on Page 5)

  (Continued on Page 5)

Home to USA’s Last
 Stagecoach Stop

See Coupons Coupons  
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Valentines Specials run Nites Feb 14-Feb 18
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       Johnson Coun-
ty  CourtHouse 1898-1951   Advertising Hot Line 913-782-3399 or email us at jocogazette@gmail.com            See us at www.jocogazette.com

“Reading a big city newspaper is like eating at a fancy restaurant- you pick  and choose from what’s offered. But reading a HOMETOWN paper is like eating one of  Mom’s Great Home-Cooked Meals-  a fellow doesn’t want to miss a thing... and gets seconds” ....  Jan Clark

(Continued on Page 5)

From “Officers Down From “Officers Down 
Memorial Page.”  Memorial Page.”  

122 Dead  122 Dead  
Police Officers in 2023! Police Officers in 2023! 

7 K-9's7 K-9's

 Olathe, Olathe, 
Gardner, Spring Gardner, Spring 

Hill, GardnerHill, Gardner
LenexaLenexa

Overland Park, Overland Park, 
DeSoto, Paola DeSoto, Paola 

WellsvilleWellsville
Shawnee,Shawnee,
Edgerton,Edgerton,
LouisburgLouisburg
LawrenceLawrence

OsawatomieOsawatomie

Our Most Frequently Heard Comment: “I just really love that little paper!”  

       Johnson County  
CourtHouse 1898-1951
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Famous RealtorsFamous Realtors  P. 8     
      

Sheila NewbanksSheila Newbanks - 
A Study in Community Service

 A  high energy, unselfish  volunteer to Johnson Johnson 
County Old SettlersCounty Old Settlers

Kathy Kathy 
FeaturedFeatured  

   Stylist   Stylist  at theat the    

HairShopHairShop  
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John Brown 
House & Museum
Osawatomie,Ks

GREEN GREEN NEW DEAL?   
HA! HA!  Hum Bug ! !
               from Rich Gates 
   This is a Tesla battery. It takes up all 
of the space under the passenger com-
partment of the car.
To manufacture it you need:
--12 tons of rock for Lithium
-- 5 tons of Cobalt minerals
-- 3 tons of mineral for nickel
-- 12 tons of copper ore
You must move 250 tons of soil to ob-
tain:
-- 12 kg of Lithium

Passing of Common Passing of Common 
Sense Announced Sense Announced 

   Today we mourn the passing of 
a beloved old friend, Mr. Common 
Sense.
   Mr.Sense had been with us for 
many years. No one knows for sure 
how old he was since his birth re-
cords were long ago lost in bureau-
cratic red tape.
  He will be remembered as hav-
ing cultivated such value lessons 
as knowing when to come in out of 
the rain, why the early bird gets the 
worm and that life isn't always fair.
  Common Sense lived by simple, 
sound financial policies (don't spend 
more than you earn) and reliable 
parenting strategies (adults, not 
kids,are in charge).
  His health began to rapidly dete-
riorate when well intentioned but 
overbearing regulations were set in 
place-

     The FunFun ForesterForester
              

    (Continued on Page 5)

DrivingDriving Into WinterWinter
                   
By  Greg Doering, Kansas Farm Bureau
   The first significant snow arrived well before winter this year. 
Thankfully, it fell over Thanksgiving weekend, which meant I 
could savor the landscape’s transition to white from the comfort 
of my living room. 
  This was fortunate because I hadn’t yet taken the proper precau-
tions for cold, snowy weather.
   My two-wheel drive truck didn’t have any added weight in the 
back. There also was no extra coat, extra boots with wool socks 
and a pair of winter gloves stashed in the cab along with an emer-
gency blanket that looks like a big piece of aluminum foil. I’ve 
added all of those and also topped up the tires with air. If I do end 
up in a ditch, I’d much rather be warm and dry while waiting for 
help.
   Despite all this preparation, I’d still rather not risk finding a ditch 
or worse during winter weather. The best course is to stay home. 
When that’s not possible, however, it’s best to be prepared with 

        By Don Bowman 
Senior Special Features Editor

(Continued on Page 8)

(Continued on Page 5)

    Hair Shop’s 
Featured Stylist

Kathy Vaughn, Owner

My Sweet Gum My Sweet Gum 
TreeTree

   Looking at the sweet-
gum tree in my front 
yard, I see a staunch and 
wild living memory.   
   Branches start  at about 
5 feet up the bole and 
have a loosely alternate 
pattern. The diameter at 
breast height (DBH) is
about 23” which makes 
it somewhere around 70 
years old, probably a bit 
more.
   This tree has been here 
since before the dream 
of this subdivision took 

   Johnson County Old Settlers just closed 
the books on its 125th annual celebration in 
Olathe. 
   As a not-for-profit organization, JOCO Old 
Settlers relies solely upon volunteers-in the 
committees, as well as to keep things going 
once the event opens.  
  Each year, fair goers come to Olathe.  And 
they don’t just come from Johnson County, 
or even the Metro.  
  Guests come from all over for three days 
of fun-carnival rides, crafts, shows, and the 
legendary Grange Pups-those tasty hot dogs 
with the secret batter, an Old Settlers tradi-
tion since 1948. 
  But behind those three days is nearly a 
year’s worth of effort on the part of the vol-
unteers who plan and organize the different 
pieces of the puzzle.  
  There is much more to Old Settlers than a 

CometsComets Select Local Duo 
In MASL College Draft
  Comets draft two local products in 
2nd annual MASL College Draft
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (December 21, 2023) — 
The  Kansas City CometsKansas City Comets  drafted a pair 
of highly touted Kansas City-area na-
tives in the 2023 MASL MASL College Draft 
on Thursday afternoon. The Comets 
selected forward Jony Muñoz Jony Muñoz with the 
4th overall pick out of MidAmerica MidAmerica 
NazareneNazarene and defender CarsonCarson
 Lindsey Lindsey out of UMKC with their 2nd 
round pick.

Photos  By Tim Stiles

                 By Stuart Stiles
               Pictures by Tim Stiles
     Moonlight Nativity was held Sun-
day, December 17 at the Stuart Stiles 
Farm, south of Gardner. The event had 
to be canceled Saturday due to rain but 
had a very good turnout Sunday eve-
ning. According to our official census 
taker, Bob Marshall, almost 300 peo-
ple signed in at his Roman office.

   At this age, I have learned that mak-
ing resolutions at the beginning of the 
new year generally doesn’t last long 
for most people.
  I thought about not eating chocolate 
for a while, but that lasted for 2 days. 
All was going well until I went into 
a store that had chocolate kisses half 
price. 
  Naturally, I had to taste them to make 
sure they were still fresh, when I got 
home. I decided then, that I would find 
another way to lose weight.
   Excuses for exercising outweighed 
my desire to get up and doing them.

    from Electrician Jim Osmun of
                     CFM Electric 
   Good time of year for reminders on    Good time of year for reminders on 
space heater safety:space heater safety:
             from Jim Osmun 
                  CFM ElectricCFM Electric
  It’s that time of year again, when the tem-
perature dips and we feel those uncomfort-
able drafts and cold spots in our homes. 
  I just wanted to take a moment to remind 
people of some safety tips and common 
sense, when it comes to using space heaters 
in our homes.

 Sheila Newbanks has volunteered for the 
Johnson County Old Settlers for over 40 
years, also owns Silvers Jewelry in Olathe.

 TREES  ARE  AWESOME!
  By Janine Clark-Barry, B.S. Forestry

Killer Space Heaters,Killer Space Heaters, 
Overloaded Power StripsOverloaded Power Strips, 
Absent-Minded OwnersAbsent-Minded Owners

    (Continued on Page 5)

  by Maggie Little
  Executive Director 

 Olathe YMCA 
   The Olathe YMCA, rooted in the 
global mission of the YMCA to 
strengthen the mind, body, and spirit 
of the community, has been a beacon 
of support and positive influence in the 
local community since its establish-
ment in 2001.        
   While offering traditional YMCA
amenities such as a fitness center, 
swimming pool, and activities for 
older adults, the Olathe branch goes 

  Olathe YMCA YMCA 
   Global Mission 

(Continued on Page 7)

(Continued on Page 7)

 Tesla's Btry

 Chiefs Coach Andy Reid.. Retirement?
 Some rumors are circulating that our 
amazing KC Chiefs head coach might
be considering it's time at 65. He was 
born in 1958.

Thought For The Day – It's never too 
late to change. So wait until you 
absolutely have to.
Jerry Walter 

*******************************
Chaplain of the U.S. Senate
Edward Hale, while chaplain of the 
U.S. Senate, was asked, "Do you pray 
for the senators?"
   He quickly replied, "No. After get-
ting to know the senators, I pray for the 
people."
*******************************

MNU soccer phenom, Jony Munoz, 
drafted by MASL's K.C. Comets

DOGS'DOGS' LETTERS TO GOD:GOD:
 Dear God,
When we get to heaven can we sit on your 
couch? Or is it the same old story?
Dear God,
Why are there cars named after the jaguar, 
the cougar, the mustang, the colt, the sting-
ray and the rabbit, but not ONE named for a 
dog? How often do you see a cougar riding 
around? We dogs love a nice ride! Would it 
be so hard to rename the Chrysler Eagle the 
Chrysler Beagle?
Dear God,
If a dog barks his head off in the forest and 
no human hears him, is he still a bad dog?
Dear God,
Dear God,
More meatballs, less spaghetti, please.
Dear God,
When we get to the Pearly Gates, do we have 
to shake hands to get in?
Dear God,
Are there dogs on other planets or are we 
alone? I have been howling at the moon and 

Christmas at Moonlight Nativity -

  (Continued on Page 5)

  Reports of a six-year-old boy 
charged with sexual harassment for 
kissing a classmate;
   Teens suspended from school for 
using mouthwash after lunch;
And a teacher fired for reprimanding 
an unruly student, only worsened his 
condition.
  Mr. Sense declined even further, 
when schools were required to get 
parental consent to administer as-
pirin to a student; but, could not 
inform the parents, when a student 
became pregnant and wanted to have 
an abortion.
  Finally, Common Sense lost the 
will to live as the Ten Command-
ments became contraband; churches 
became businesses; and criminals 
received better treatment than their 

    (Continued on Page 5)



     Care Prayer Concern
Family of Chris Langseth, Dave Tebbe, 
Robert "Bob" Edwards skin cancer & 
Sandhy Edwards, pneumonial; Becky 
Morgan, Bill Cole,  Lyn Ketterman, 
Dennis Ficken, Alyssa Smith,  Wanda 
Gourd, Nancy Carr,  Anita Lofquest, 
Coach Dan Eakin, Peter Mitchell, 
Beverly Rainwater,  Gary Osborn, 
Wes &Nancy McCoy, Dave Sode, 
Jason Prine, Jim Steele,   Don Miller, 
Sgt E-7 Jerome, Deena Logsdon, 
Dolores Cortland, Dona Edwards, 
Gary Underwood, Lanny & Barb 
Smith,  Ed Walter, Jim Kennedy, Rick 
Jones, Joyce Backus, Brenda Harris, 
Doris Bender; Michael Tuttle,  Lucas 
Butler; Todd Lambert, Mark Swenson, 
Gary Wells, Robert Walker, Lee 
Hammond, Dave Harold, Sheila S, 
Caroline Cowden, Rachel Thornburg, 
Elvie Cain, Joe Marvil, The American 
Public & Its Leaders; Kenny McCoy,   
Anne Metcalf, Jack & Kelly Smith, 
Mary Ann Noll, Ricky Jo Bjorgaard, 
Richard Kauffman, Mary Cochran, 
all bed-ridden Gazette readers, family 
of Darrel  McDaniel, family of Dave 
Langdon

  Since October 1977  
Olathe’s Only Newspaper   Call me with 
your news (913) 782-3399 / (913) 782-
1133 We love to hear from our Readers. 
We want you to be in print.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

 Since October 1977
Johnson County’s Only Locally-Owned Newspaper
(913) 782-3399, (913) 782-1133 jocogazette@gmail.com

Our Next Five Issues
We operate on advertising dollars   
We will print on  Jan 12, 2024 The 
deadlines are one week prior, so any 
ad for the next issue, would have to 
be at our office by  January 5, 2024  
 Future issues are Feb 9, March 1, 
March 29, April 19
Please send us your snapshots, your 
news items, and even your humor, 
by then.  Mail to us at 
      Johnson's County Gazette,
1616 E. Sunvale Dr.; Olathe, KS
                    66062 
          or send by email to
    jocogazette@gmail.com 
913-782-3399/913/782-1133
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 The Gazette is a  conservative 
publication which runs items of a conser-

vative nature. We will welcome   liberal 
and left-wing articles for consideration. 

To those of you To those of you 
kind souls who kind souls who 
see us delivering see us delivering 
the paper, pause the paper, pause 
and speak to us and speak to us 
about how much about how much 
the like the paper. the like the paper. 
We say,We say,  ""Thanks Thanks 
so very, very so very, very 
much"much"

      From the Publisher 
** Wearing socks, using heat pad, 
soaking feet in warm water all help 
you fall asleep faster Fox 4** ** As we 
get older, we often are seeing someone 
for the last time.for the last time. It is essential you give 
them a good lasting impression, not 
anger them, not hurt feelings. Works 
the other way, too. You want to be re-
membered as a nice person, agreeable, 
supportive, helpful, kind, thoughtful
You never know when you've said,
"Good bye!" for the last time. Be re-
membered as a good person. ** .**DO DO 
NOT  NOT  put checks in your mail box 
for the letter carrier to get.  *** Our 
paper is FREE FREE because of our ad-
vertisers who pay for the printing. 
So, it is essential that, if you use one 
of our advertisers, that you tell them 
you knew of them, because you read 
about their business in the Gazette.Gazette.
God bless you for reading our paper

   Greetings to New Friends & Old Ones
 82nd Airborne veteran Bill Hilton and 
wife, Julie; Ahmed at DQ in Gardner; 
Mark Curl, Sammi Dodson,  Kathleen 
Vaughn, Marilyn Brown, Mike Toel-
kes,  Grayland Garr, David "The King" 
Highfill, Bill Cole, Becky Hernandez; 
All Our Readers: Tony Otrosko, Sean 
Trammell, Ron Nelson, Captain Geis, 
Bob Holder, My precious sister and 
second Mother, Jan Johnson Clark, The 
Helwigs, Karen & Max Beets, Ken  & 
Jean Kassen,  Dale Applebaugh, Joe  
Marvil, George White, Margaret En-
decott, Bob Daniels, John Felts, John 
& Cheryl Calvert, Dave & Rosalie 
Sode, Bob& Lila, Bev & John Wit-
tenborn, Ted Boone, Macy & Della, 
Tom & Katie Marsh, Dave & Deanne  
Carr, Bob & Carol Watson,  Cristina 
at Frye's, Steve Hougland, Dee Mill-
bern, Sue Langseth, Kiel & Nadine, 
Mick & Dave Murphy, Wes & Nancy 
McCoy, Phil & Patty Jay, Don & Glo-
ria Bowman, Janice & Scott Tow, Joan 
McDaniel, Hannah Minguicci, Luke 
& Adrienne, Everyone at Dale's Body 
Amanda York, Charles Losh, Heather 
Schoonover, Becky Grubaugh, The 
Edgecombs, Cody at Sutherlands, The 
First Sergeant, Chelsey at Dale's Tow,  
Ed & Pat Hayes, Mary & Floyd, Bill 
& Lois, Gene & Beanie, Stuart Stiles,  
Cassandra T, Becky Gilmore Davis, 
Booster

~ 
      From the Publisher 
 *

           Camping KnowledgeCamping Knowledge
             (serialized 12-15-23)
   From previous camping trips, it's 
important to remember the lessons 
learned while camping.
   Retaining these valuable tidbits will 
help jump-start your next camping ad-
venture.
* You can start a fire without matches 
by eating Mexican food, then breath-
ing on a pile of dry sticks.
* In emergency situations, you can 
survive in the wilderness by shooting 
small game with a sling- shot made 
from the elastic waistband of your un-
derwear.
* The guitar of the noisy teenager at 
the next campsite makes excellent 
kindling.
* Check the washing instructions 
before purchasing any apparel to be 
worn camping. Buy only those that 
read "Beat on a rock in stream."
* It's entirely possible to spend your 
whole vacation on a winding moun-
tain road behind a large motor home.

            From The Publisher
We at the GazetteGazette especially salute 
all our school bus drivers in Gazette Gazette 
Country. Country. You guys and gals are saints 
to put up with the nonsense, abuse,  and 
lack of discipline in our spoiled rotten 
young people. I  don't know how you 
keep your  sanity. And thanks for read-
ing the Gazettes Gazettes that they allow us to 
leave in the BusBarn !! Uncle Kenny Uncle Kenny 
(Kassen)(Kassen) our crack and crack(ed) De-
livery Specialist 1st Class tells me how 
you drivers are feeling. God bless you 
all. !! *** Kia Kia & HyundaiHyundai car thefts 
are up 1,000% from last year. Ouch !! 
***One of the absolute smallest par-
ticles now known to man.. The Quark.The Quark. 
Millions of them could fit in the period 
at the end of this sentence.      Preons 
and Leptons are other   particle that are        
    smaller than an atom. ** 2 doctors, 
a  proctologist (your excretory system 
doctor) and the other a 
    psychiatrist opened a joint office.
    They only had one shingle left to put 
    their sign on.   Guess what they 
    named the practice?  Smith & Jones   

       Don’t Fight in a Road Rage
  Call 911 immediately, stay in your 
car, get license numbers, witnesses 
license numbers. Stay in car. Rest 
assured prosecution rates are high 
for this crime, we hope. 

                 Comments 
         Made in 1957
                 (serialized 1/24)

  
      Santa ClausSanta Claus Is Here
A few days after Christmas, my 
six-year-old son and I were talk-
ing. He asked, "Mom, is there a 
Santa Claus?"
  "Well, what do you think?" I 
asked him.
   He replied, "Well, my PlaySta-PlaySta-
tiontion that I got and my gift from 
SantaSanta were wrapped in the same 
kind of wrapping paper."
   He thought for a minute and 
said, "I'll tell you what ... you and 
Dad can go on buying me pres-
ents and let's just forget we ever 
had this talk!"

The New French Cook
  The French will eat almost any-
thing. A young cook decided that 
the French would enjoy feasting on 
rabbits and decided to raise rabbits 
in Paris and sell them to the finer 
restaurants in the city.
   He searched all over Paris seeking 
a suitable place to raise his rabbits. 
None could be found. Finally, an old 
priest at the cathedral said he could 
have a small area behind the rectory 
for his rabbits.
   He successfully raised a number of 
them, and when he went about Par-
is selling them, a restaurant owner 
asked him where he got such fresh 
rabbits.
  The young man replied, "I raise 
them myself, near the cathedral. In 
fact, I have a hutch back of Notre 
Dame.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today .....
We may give without loving,
but we cannot love without giving.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Before five-year-old Anna Marie 
went into the hospital for a tonsillec-
tomy, her mother Janie tried to reas-
sure her. "This is the place where I 
delivered your baby brother, Mason, 
a few months ago," Janie said. "But 
you won't have to stay overnight like 
I did." Anna Marie thought a mo-
ment and said, "Do I have to bring 
home a baby, too?"
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Dave Says
"Run Me
    Again!"

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
An Irishman proposed to his girl on 
St. Patrick's Day and gave her a ring 
with a synthetic diamond. On learn-
ing it wasn't real, she protested ve-
hemently about his cheapness.  "It 
was in honor of St. Patrick's Day" he 
smiled. "I gave you a sham rock." 

Olathe’s Stewart Appliance store is 
closing after 62 years , source KC  
Star and Matt Galvin 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
A long-married couple came upon 
a wishing well. The wife leaned 
over, made a wish and threw in 
a penny. The husband decided to 
make a wish too. But he leaned 
over too much, fell into the well, 
and drowned. The wife was 
stunned for a moment but then 
smiled. IT REALLY WORKS
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Over 543K Kansans Claim to be Bi-
lingual, Finds Study. 
19% of Kansans say they can con-
verse in another language. 
However, they are among the least bi-
lingual in America.
Minimize the risk of frozen pipes. 
Leave faucets running at a trickle, 
leave cabinet doors open, and close 
all doors and windows to keep heat 
inside.

   Taylor SwiftTaylor Swift  and other celebrities 
are being exploited by scammers who
call at random, trying to get you to 
buy some amazing bargain (fraud) 
and also give them all your bank and 
credit card info, by offering incredible 
offers. **  A I  Artificial Intelligence 
is being used to imitate her voice and 
make stupid people believe that is 
is she who is calling. Don't answer 
the phone,  if you don't know who is 
calling, especially, if you are a senior 
citizen, like me. Have a friend, son or 
daughter show you how to block num-
bers, after you have once received the 
calls. It is so easy I can even do it. 
LOL . I have blocked permanently 
over 150 numbers.   ** The name of 
the country to the north, CANADA CANADA, 
comes from the Huron-Iroquois In-
dian word for "small village". In 
1535, two aboriginal youths told 
French explorer Jacques Cartier 
about the route to "KANATA" "KANATA" . They 
were referrring to the actual village 
of Stadacona, the site of today's Que-
bec City, Quebec.  Now, you know!

Specialists in Odds & Ends. *** 
Asia has 48 countries, Africa 54, 
Latin America 33, Europe 44. N. 
America 23, (Caribbean, Central 
America) ** Elected and chosen 
biggest travelers' disappoinments: 
1. Worst is Dubai  2. Disney Parks
rude crowds, huge waiting lines, 
$$$ 3. Plymouth Rock - just a rock, 
no theme park LOL, 4. Niagara 
Falls, just water, too cold to swim
5. Los Angeles, underwhelming, 
horrible traffic, over-priced, rude 
crowds, ** Scurvy is lack of Vitamin 
C, why British sailors called 'limeys 'limeys' 
'cause you were forced to eat them 
to avoid the disease and Ricketts in 
lack of Vitamin D, bone disease** 
Don't let your dog to grow up to eat 
money. Cecil a 7 yr old Golden Doo-Golden Doo-
dledle ate $4,000 cash$4,000 cash idiot owners left 
on kitchen table. Painstakingly, the 
owners went thru his excrement and 
were able to assemble, partly enough 
to have serial number, $3,500,   evi-
dently $ 450 was Cecil's commis-
sion, we guess.  Angry, being left be-
hind, dogs will find something with 
your scent on it and destroy it.  Keep 
money out of your canine's teeth. 
*** 16% of US adults are addicted 
to something, alcohol, pain-killers, 
nicotine. ** The IRS will never call 
you, it's a FRAUD. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today -
To the world you might be one per-
son, but to one person you might be 
the world.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
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 Charlotte O'Hara Gives 
Views on Matters  in 

Johnson County

      Johnson County District Three
 Commissioner Charlotte O'Hara     

“Sow to yourselves in righteous-
ness, reap in mercy; for it is time to 
seek the LORD, till He come and 
rain righteousness upon you.”
                    Hosea 10:12
“Yes God, be it uno usa as you
have spoken. Amen.”

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today .....
It's hard when you miss people.
But, you know, if you miss them 
it means you were lucky.
It means you had someone spe-
cial in your life, someone worth 
missing.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

E D U C A T I O N  

Earl Martin, Ed.D. from Baker University,  
M.Ed. from Rutgers University; Special 

Education teacher, Principal of Countryside 
Elementary, and Director of Elementary 

Education in Olathe School District; retired 
as education instructor for Emporia State 

University.

By Earl A Martin, Ed.D

Inspired by Philip R. Johnson (1932-2016)

Amy Hundley
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These questions were reportedly 
asked by elementary children and 
appeared in a newspaper article. 
Dear God: How come you only have 
10 rules and our school has mil-
lions? 
------
Dear God: When you made the first 
man did he work as good as we do 
now? 
---++
Dear God: There were no clouds 
Saturday so I think I saw your feet. 
Did I really? 
++++++++++
Dear God: I know there's a God be-
cause I go to His house on Sunday 
and see all the cars parked there. 
+++++++
Dear God: Where does yesterday go? 
Do you have it? 
++++++
Dear God: I'm afraid of things at 
night more than in the day. So if you 
could keep the sun on longer that 
would be a good thing.

Always Watch for Red Light and 
Stop Sign Runners and Terrible 

       Rules for Being Human
         (serialized 12-15-23)

3.  There are no mistakes, only les-
sons.......Growth is a process of trial 
and error, experimentation.  The 
failed experiments are as much a 
part of the process as the experiment 
that ultimately "works".

4.  A lesson is repeated until 
learned.......A lesson will be pre-
sented to you in various forms until 
you have learned it; when you have 
learned it, you can go on to the next 
lesson.

5.  Learning lessons does not end.......
There is no part of life that does not 
contain it's lessons; if you are alive, 
then there are lessons to be learned.

6.  "There" is no better than "here".  
When your "there" has become 
"here", you will simply obtain an-
other "there" that will, again, look 
better than "here".

   POINTS TO PONDER
               (serialized 12-15-23)
5. Sign in a Chinese Pet Store: 
"Buy one dog, get one flea..."
6. I have my own little world. But 
it's OK. They know me here.
7. I got a sweater for Christmas. 
I really wanted a screamer or a 
moaner.
8. If flying is so safe, why do they 
call the airport the terminal?
9. I don't approve of political jokes. 
I've seen too many of them get elect-
ed.
10. There are two sides to every di-
vorce: Yours and sxxxhead's.
11. I love being married. It's so 
great to find that one special per-
son you want to annoy for the rest 
of your life.

 

Important JoCo election info
Inbox

bobgingrich@comcast.net
11:51 AM (5 hours ago)
to bobgingrich

It’s important to become in-
formed voters.  For years, we’ve 
been told that Johnson County 
schools were superior.  The fol-
lowing facts seem to tell a far dif-
ferent story.

This fall you will elect officials 
for your school board, your wa-
ter district, the JCCC, and your 
city officials. Each of these enti-
ties receives a percentage of your 
tax bill.

 The greatest portion of your tax 
dollars goes towards the school 
districts that are testing far below 
proficiency.  Check these num-
bers:

 

49-68%     BELOW EFFECTIVE 
ABILITY IN MATH

45-67%       BELOW EFFEC-
TIVE ABILITY IN READING

53-72%       BELOW EFFEC-
TIVE ABILITY IN SCIENCE

 

   Satan Club in Olathe High School
                                      By Dr. Earl A Martin
   Some of my Christian friends may not like my take in this article, but I 
find myself not panicking because a Satan Club has been approved by the 
Olathe School District.
   Because of the reality of “Equal Access,” school district officials either 
have to approve the Satan Club –or—they have to deny all student spon-
sored clubs, including Christian clubs, like the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes.
   There are two key concepts here: “equal access” and “student spon-
sorship.” Public schools are just that—public, meaning that all legitimate 
viewpoints have a right to be heard in a public setting. The right of free 
speech—whether we agree with another viewpoint or not—is paramount. 
By law, we can’t ban one viewpoint we don’t like, while  promoting an-
other in a public setting.
   Parenthetically, control of the message can be supported, however, if 
we choose to move to a private setting, such as a Christian or parochial 
school. And, because of increasingly controversial issues confronting pub-
lic schools, I predict that private schools and home schooling will continue 
to increase enrollment in the next few years.
   That is a legitimate stance.  Student sponsorship is the second key con-
cept. School districts can decide if ALL student activities have to be curric-
ulum related AND sponsored by a faculty member, or if student sponsored 
interest groups can be allowed. If student sponsored student interest groups 
are allowed, then the door must be open to varying viewpoints. Courts
have ruled that students do not lose their freedom of speech just because 
they are in school. These clubs must be student led, not “sponsored” or 
“promoted” by the school,  district, or faculty.
   If we want to see Christian groups (like Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
or a student  Bible Club) or activities (like “Prayer at the Flagpole”) thrive, 
we have to provide equal access to those who do not accept the Christian 
viewpoint. A Satan Club is an extreme position with a lot of shock power, 
(hence the national news notoriety) but if we run around screaming like our 
hair is on fire, we will absolutely guarantee its popularity.
   I believe that Christians often don’t know how to live in a secular world. 
We can’t go about banning views and demanding that only a Christian 
message should be heard.
   We should learn how to speak the Christian message in love to those who 
might choose not to hear it. That is, after all, the basic nature of Christian-
ity.

Pesky Tele-marketer
  The phone rang as I was sitting 
down to my anticipated evening 
meal and, as I answered, I was 
greeted with, "Is this Wilhiam Wa-
genhoss?"
  This didn't sound anything like 
my name, so I asked, "Who is 
calling?"
  The tele-marketer said he was 
with The Rubberband-Powered 
Freezer Company or something 
like that and then I asked him if he 
knew William personally and why 
was he was calling this number. 
I then said, off to the side, "Get 
really good pictures of the body 
and all the blood."
   I then turned back to the phone 
and advised the caller that he had 
entered a murder scene and must 
stay on the line because we had al-
ready traced this call and he would 
be receiving a summons to appear 
in the local courthouse to testify in 
this murder case.
   I then questioned the caller at 
great length as to his name, ad-
dress, phone number at home, at 
work, who he worked for, how he 
knew the dead guy and could he 
prove where he had been about 
one hour before he made this call. 
The tele-marketer was getting 
very concerned and his answers 
were given in a shaky voice.
   Then I proceeded to tell him that 
we had located his position at his 
work place and the police were 
entering the building to take him 
into custody. At that point, I heard 
the phone fall and the scurrying of 
his running away.
   My wife asked me, as I re-
turned to the table, why I had 
tears streaming down my face and 
so help me, I couldn't tell her for 
about fifteen minutes.
  My meal was cold, but oh-so-
very enjoyable.

Youth Volunteer Application 
at Mahaffie Opens Soon
Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop & 
Farm offers a structured volun-
teer museum interpreter opportu-
nity for individuals aged 10 to 15. 
This program will provide learn-
ing opportunities regarding Kan-
sas history and will speak with 
the public over historical pro-
cesses. If selected, volunteers are 
expected to complete 60 hours of 
work during the calendar year. 
The application opens Wednes-
day, Jan. 3, and the deadline to 
apply is Thursday, Feb. 15. Visit 
Mahaffie.org to learn more and 
apply.

Bumper Stickers for Women
- So many men, so few who can af-
ford me.
- God made us sisters, Prozac made 
us friends.
- If there's no chocolate in Heaven, 
I ain't going.
- My mother is a travel agent for 
guilt trips.
- Princess, having had sufficient ex-
perience with princes, seeks frog.
- Coffee, chocolate, men. Some 
things are just better rich.
- Don't treat me any differently than 
you would the queen.
- If you want breakfast in bed, sleep 
in the kitchen.
- Dinner is ready when the smoke 
alarm goes off.
- I'm out of estrogen, and I have a 
gun.
- Guys have feelings too. But like, 
who cares?
- Next mood swing: 6 minutes

China Connection in 
Johnson County
   Happy New Year!!!! I hope you 
feel better now that your wallets 
are lighter due to YOUR Board
of County Commissioners on Jan-
uary 4, 2024 sending another $5.5 
million to build a fire station for 
Panasonic.
  This is in addition to $2 million 
the BOCC sent earlier for design 
work and $7.5 million to fund road 
projects for Panasonic. County 
funding in total for the fire station 
and roads for Panasonic so far is 
$15 million, which represents a 1 
mill increase in your property
taxes. 
  I love crony capitalism, steal 
from the poor and give it to the 
huge wealthy corporations. So, 
while on the subject of crony capi-
talism, I have been quite alarmed 
by the verification of my research 
indicating that Cnano USA is in-
deed a subordinate entity of a 
mainland Chinese company. 
  This is now verified by a report 
published December 22, 2023 by 
the Daily Caller stating, “Cnano 
USA is a wholly-owned subsid-
iary of C-Nano Technology Co., 
Ltd., which….is an entity that the 
China-based Cnano Jiangsu Tech-
nology Co., Ltd. (Cnano Jiangsu) 

established in the British Virgin Is-
lands, according to the Cnano Jiang-
su’s 2022 annual report.”
   Wow!!! Johnson County has really 
come up in the world!!!! We have 
successfully landed a Chinese CCP 
company in New Century AirCenter, 
home to an Army Reserve Unit with 
Chinook
helicopters.
     BUT wait, it gets better, not only 
did we sell a building to the Chinese, 
but SUBSIDIZED it with a 10-year 
Industrial Revenue Bond requiring 
them to only pay 30 cents a square 
foot in property taxes!!!! Let’s see 
30 cents a square foot for a 2,000 
square foot house would be $600.00 
a year!!!! What a deal!!! AND the an-
nual increase in property tax is capped
at 1.5%
   Boy, this is a gift that keeps on giv-
ing. BUT there’s more!!!! If any of 
us poor peons buy or sell our houses 
or small industrial buildings, we are 
REQUIRED to fill out an affidavit of 
value which ends up on the desk of 
the Johnson County Appraiser. This 
information is used to justify the ex-
orbitant property taxes we all (except 
for the fat cats who have been granted 
corporate welfare, tax incentives) are 
paying. Further lightening YOUR 
wallets.
   However, Cnano was not required 
to fill out the affidavit of value. 
Therefore, no one, other than the 
principals involved in the transac-
tion, not you and not me, are al-
lowed to be privy to the sale price 
on this 333,000 square foot build-
ing. 
  Remember, this is a Chinese com-
pany whose building is built on land 
owned by Johnson County and sold 
by the firm the Board of  County 
Commissioners hired to oversee the 
build out of mega warehouses on the 
east side of New Century AirCenter. 
We own this land; we lease it to the 
Chinese and yet we are not allowed to 
see the sale price?
  The deck indeed is stacked against 
us, just normal good folks of Johnson 
County, who continue to be asked and 
required to dole out money from our 
pockets and into the pockets of com-
panies such as Panasonic and now 
Cnano…….Stay tuned, I will contin-
ue to report on the happenings at the 
BOCC.

Driving Into Winter 
            (Continued from Page 1)

Top 5 News And Highlights From 
Johnson County Government - 
Dec. 2023
Happy New Year! Interested in some 
of the ways Johnson County Govern-
ment is benefitting your community? 
Here are the Top 5 Things to know 
from Dec. 2023! You can learn more 
about all of these  by visiting jocogov.
org. Be sure to sign up for our JoCo 
Monthly e-newsletter while you are 
there!
1) The Johnson County Board of 
County Commissioners entered a real 
estate sales contract with the
owner of the La Quinta property in 
Lenexa with the intention of remodel-
ing it into a homeless services center. 
An owner/operator will be identified 
through a competitive process in early 
2024.
Learn more at jocogov.org/homeless-
services-center.
2) Our two new BOCC-appointed 
community coalitions met for the first 
time and did so as a joint meeting. 
Members of the Sustainability Coali-
tion (15 members) and Diversity, Eq-

uity and Inclusion
Coalition (13 members) gathered to 
be sworn in, as well as receive le-
gal and board training. They consist 
of community members, local lead-
ers, subject matter experts and more. 
Learn about our boards and coalitions 
and how you can get involved at 
boards.jocogov.org.
3) The BOCC took actions to move 
forward the Nelson Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility rebuild. This will
be Johnson County Government’s 
largest project ever. There has been a 
massive amount of work and
innovation done to strategically phase 
this project, procure the best project 
estimates and sub- contractor bids, 
come up with creative cost-saving 
ideas and utilize financing options 
that provide much lower interest rates 
than traditional methods. The result 
will be a savings of more than $210 
million for the project.
4) Officials cut the ribbon on a new 
space at the County Communications 
Center in Olathe for Johnson County 
Mental Health Center’s crisis line 
team that answers calls to 988 and the 
local crisis line. The new space will 
improve the infrastructure and tech-
nology supporting the crisis line and 
open the door to a future connection 
with the county’s 911 dispatchers.
5) Joe Waters, assistant county man-
ager for Johnson County Govern-
ment, retired after nearly 30 years
of service. As director of facilities for 
the county, bureau chief and assistant 
county manager, he has been involved 
in 21 brand-new buildings, purchas-
ing and remodeling nine buildings 
and remodeling or expanding another 
12 facilities.

$10 Off 
orders of $50 
with Code 
AHJAN2024

Jesse Johnson     Fixd4ukc@gmail.com

APPLIANCE REPAIR
       913-439-7759
    In-Home Appliance Repairs
       and HVAC Maintenance     * Commercial -
         * Residential 
             *Insured LLC
            913-439-7759

     Special Offer for Gazette Readers !*
   
Our Fall Furnace Tune-UP Deep Discount Client Builder
  Get a Complete Systems Check for only $75*  (others charge $200 plus)

 $75
Offer Expires Dec 15, 2023
We want to help you save !

Call us now at 913-439-7759

 * excludes filters,
parts, belts, etc.
 * Our low overhead means we
can offer great services for less!

"Ann & I use Jesse Johnson
(no relation), have found him as
honest, careful, affordable. We
recommend him highly."

 
                 

FurnaceTune-Up Special $75
See Great Offer Below

Offer Expires Feb 29,2024
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Poetry by Deb Garr

 WRAY’S BULK FOOD
Deli Sandwiches 
Deli Trays
Candy
Spices and Soaps
Baking Supplies
Canned Goods
Specialty Meats & 
Cheeses 
                                             785-242-3663
HRS-M, T, Th, Fri  9-5 & SAT 9-4    221 S.  MAIN, OTTAWA, KS    
            WED. 9-6    

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
At the doctor's waiting room, a man 
was sitting opposite a mother and 
her little daughter. He asks the little 
girl, "Hi there, and how old are you?" 
The little girl showed him 4 fingers 
to indicate she is 4 years old. The 
man says, "That is nice, but can't you 
talk?" The little girl replies, "Yes I 
can, but can't you count?"
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today...
Whatever you decide to do,
make sure it makes you happy.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Ann &  I used the  Olathe American Legion for our daughter’s wedding 
reception and for our 50th Wedding  Anniversary.  All of us, my daughter 
included thought it was a perfect place to have those events. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

I Thessalonians 4:13-14: Brothers and 
sisters, we do not want you to be unin-
formed about those who sleep in death, 
so that you do not grieve like the rest of 
mankind, who have no hope.  For we be-
lieve that Jesus died and rose again, and 
so we believe that God will bring with Je-
sus those who have fallen asleep in Him

   (Continues above right)

Conflicting Proverbs
            from Dale Applebaugh
             (serialized 12-1-23)

Cross your bridges when you come to 
them.
---------
Forewarned is forearmed.
-------
What's good for the goose is good for 
the gander.
------
One man's meat is another man's 
poison.
---------
With age comes wisdom
Out of the mouths of babes and suck-
lings come all wise sayings.
------------
The more, the merrier.
----------
Two's company; three's a crowd

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
A very religious man lived right next 
door to an atheist.
While the religious one prayed day in, 
day out, and was constantly on his knees 
in communion with his Lord, the atheist 
never even looked twice at a church.
However, the atheist's life was good, he 
had a well-paying job and a beautiful 
wife, and his children were healthy and 
good-natured, whereas the pious man's 
job was strenuous and his wages were 
low, his wife was getting fatter every 
day and his kids wouldn't give him the 
time of the day.
So one day, deep in prayer as usual, 
he raised his eyes towards heaven and 
asked: "Oh God, I honor you every day, 
I ask your advice for every problem and 
confess to you my every sin. Yet my 
neighbor, who doesn't even believe in 
you and certainly never prays, seems 
blessed with every happiness, while I 
go poor and suffer many an indignity.
Why is this?"
And a great voice was heard from 
above: "BECAUSE HE DOESN'T 
BOTHER ME ALL THE TIME!"
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
  Rabbi Bloom was getting quite a repu-
tation for his sermons. 
  His synagogue was always packed be-
cause his congregation didn't want to 
miss a single one of his words. 
  One Sabbath, one member had to go to 
another synagogue to attend a nephew's 
bar mitzvah. 
  Because he didn't want to miss the ser-
mon, he asked one of his non-Jewish 
friends to go in his place and tape the 
Rabbi's sermon. 
In that way, he could listen to it when he 
got back. 
  When other members of the congre-
gation saw what was going on, they too 
decided to ask their non-Jewish friends 
to go in their places to record the ser-
mon. 
  They could then do other things, such 
as play golf or go to football. 
Within a short time, there were 100 gen-
tiles sitting in the synagogue recording 
the Rabbi's sermon. 
  The Rabbi got wise to this. 
So the following Sabbath, he, too, asked 
a non-Jewish friend to attend on his be-
half. 
  His friend brought a tape recorder and 
played the Rabbi's pre-recorded sermon 
to the 100 non-Jews in the congregation 
who then recorded the sermon on their 
own machines. 
  This was believed to be the first inci-
dence in history of "artificial insermona-
tion."
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
A little girl went up to her mother one 
day while holding her stomach saying, 
"Mommy, my stomach hurts." 
Her mother replied, "That's because it's 
empty, you have to put something into 
it!"  She then prepared a bowl of soup. 
Later that day when the pastor and his 
wife were over for dinner.  
The pastor began to feel bad. Holding 
his head he said, "I have such a terrible 
headache!" 
The little girl looked up at him, giving 
him the sweetest smile that any little 
child could give. Then she said, "That's 
because it's empty, you have to put 
something into it!"
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today .....
To strengthen the muscles of your 
heart, the best exercise is lifting
someone else's spirit whenever you 
can.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
A drunkard was brought to court. Just 
before the trial there was a commo-
tion in the gallery. The judge pounded 
the gravel on his table and shouted, 
"Order, order." The drunkard imme-
diately responded, "Thank you, your 
honor, I'll have a scotch and soda."
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Calls to Tech Support.....
from Dale Applebaugh (serialized 1-24)
People wonder why are they paid so 
much for just being on the phone. Take 
a look:
----------------------------------------------
Tech Support: "I need you to right-
click on the Open Desktop."
Customer "Ok."
Tech Support: "Did you get a pop-up 
menu?"
Customer: "No."
Tech Support: "Ok. Right click again. 
Do you see a pop-up menu?"
Customer "No."
Tech Support:: "Ok, sir. Can you tell 
me what you have done up until this 
point?"
Customer: "Sure, you told me to write 
'click' and I wrote 'click'."
----------------------------------------------
Customer: "I received the software 
update you sent, but I am still getting 
the same error message."
Tech Support:: "Did you install the 
update?"
Customer: "No. Oh, am I supposed to 
install it to get it to work?"

Moonlight Nativity
                        (Continued from Page 1)

Thought For The Day – It’s okay 
if you don’t agree with me. I can’t 
force you to be right. 
Jerry Walter 
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Anticipating the New Year

(Continued from Page 1)

Saturday morning parade, craft booths, 
funnel cakes, live music, or winning a 
stuffed panda.  
   Sheila Newbanks, who since 2008 has 
been the owner of Silvers Jewelry in 
Olathe, credits her passion for volun-
teering to Jim Silvers, from whom she 
eventually bought the store.  In 1986, 
Sheila was Jim’s employee; he con-
vinced her to volunteer at Old Settlers.  
She smiles when talking about that first 
year as a volunteer, on the sidelines at 
the parade.  
   “There was no organization for the 
parade entries,” she recalls.  “I just 
stood on a corner and relayed each en-
try’s number to the announcer.” 
   As one of the parade spotters, she 
was also responsible for keeping track 
of each float’s sponsors for the judges.  
She adds that she’s done “just about ev-
erything” that has to do with Old Set-
tlers. 
   After several years helping with the 
parade, Ms. Newbanks became more 
involved.  In 1991, she was brought 
onto the main committee; in 1992, she 
was put in charge of the parade.  Later, 
she was on the entertainment commit-
tee-in addition to her other duties.  In 
1999 she was elected president of the 
Old Settlers Committee, and in 2000 
was elected secretary.  She resigned last 
year-after more than 35 years.  
  Old Settlers officially begins on a 
Thursday, but the bulk of volunteer 
work goes into, “Load-in”-getting set 
up on the previous Wednesday night.  
Ms. Newbanks says that work gener-
ally begins at 5:00 PM and sometimes 
doesn’t get finished until after mid-
night.  
  This is when the booths, signs, equip-
ment, and supplies get put into place.  
Then after everything closes down Sat-
urday night, it’s the same process, but 
in reverse: Tear-Down.  This can also 
last until the wee hours of the morning.  
Ms. Newbanks says that everyone on 
the Old Settlers Committee is grateful 
for all the volunteers.  
  She notes that several groups are there 
every year, including The Boy Scouts 
and the MANU women’s basketball 
team.  She admits that recruiting indi-
vidual volunteers has been a challenge 
in recent years. 
   “Most of the people who are young 
enough and strong enough to do the 
physical part,” she says, “have young 
families-and jobs.” 
   In fact, the Old Settlers Committee (of 
which 90 percent are retired persons) 
has added a new feature to its website: 
a link for volunteers to sign up.  
  The committee is now actively re-
cruiting all kinds of volunteers.  Most 
pressing are people willing to work the 
parade, and do the physical set-up and 
tear-down work. 
   “They’re trying to find young blood,” 
as Ms. Newbanks puts it-which every-
one knows can be tough; many of he 
experienced volunteers-who have often 
been moved into suervisory positions-
are getting older, as well.
   “The parade is basically controlled 
chaos,” she says with a chuckle.  
   Of special concern to Ms. Newbanks 
is the Grange Pup concessionaire, who 
has been signaling that retirement 
might be coming up. 
   During the 30 years she was in charge 
of the Parade Committee, Ms. New-
banks was also chair or co-chair of 
the Entertainment Committee, which 
brings all the top-of-the-line musical 
acts to Old Settlers every year. 
  She adds that work on lining up enter-
tainment begins as early as November-    
January, at the latest. 
  “It’s hard work, sometimes,” she ad-
mits.  “Not constant, but hard.” 
  Anyone interested in volunteering to 
help with Old Settlers, or just getting 
a behind-the-scenes peek, should visit 
their website:

https://johnsoncountyoldsettlers.
com  

Links to sign up as a volunteer are in-
cluded.

   Silvers Jewelry was founded in 
1974, and offers custom jewelry, as 
well as pieces from skilled jewelers.  
The store is located at 115 S. Mur-
Len in Olathe—just south of Santa 
Fe.  Phone: (913) 782-5551.  Hours: 
Tuesday through Friday 9:30 AM – 
5:30 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 1:30 
PM. 
***************
Pub. Note: Sheila is a treasure and 
sadly we are not producing folks like 
her anymore in any great number.
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The Sawyers'
 Living on Wheels 

for 21 Years 

    My Sweet Gum Tree
            (Continued from page 1)

Home to USA’s Last
 Stagecoach Stop

 Sheila  Newbanks             
(Continued from Page 1)

Killer Space Heaters 
(Continued from Page 1))

      Really? 
- A grenade thrown into a kitchen in 
France would result in Linoleum Blown 
apart.
- He often broke into song because he 
couldn't find the key.
- A lot of money is tainted. 'Taint yours 
and 'taint mine.
- A boiled egg in the morning is hard 
to beat.
- He had a photographic memory which 
was never developed.
- Those who get too big for their britch-
es will be exposed in the end.
- When you've seen one shopping center 
you've seen a mall.
- Those who jump off a Paris bridge are 
in Seine.

   I was at the checkout of a local 
Walmart. The cashier rang up $46.64 
charges. I gave her a fifty dollar bill. 
She gave me back $46.64. I gave the 
money back to her and told her that 
she had made a mistake in MY favor. 
She became indignant and informed 
me she was educated and knew what 
she was doing, and she returned the 
money again. I gave her the money 
back -- same scenario! I departed the 
store with the $46.64.
They Walk Among Us! .....
-------
I walked into a Starbucks with a buy-
one-get-one-free coupon for a Grande 
Latte. I handed it to the girl and she 
looked over at a little chalkboard that 
said 'buy one-get one free.' "They're 
already buy-one- get-one-free," she 
said, "so I guess they're both free." 
She handed me my free lattes, and I 
walked out the door.
They Walk Among Us! .....
----------
One day I was walking down the 
beach with some friends, when one 
of them shouted, "Look at that dead 
bird!"
Someone looked up at the sky and 
asked, "Where?"
They Walk Among Us! .....
-----
While looking at a house, my broth-
er asked the real estate agent which 
direction was north; because, he ex-
plained, he didn't want the sun wak-
ing him up every morning. She asked, 
"Does the sun rise in the north?" 
When my brother explained that the 
sun rises in the East, and has for 
sometime; she shook her head and 
said, "Oh I don't keep up with all that 
stuff."
   They Walk Among Us!! ..... 
--------
  I used to work in technical support 
for a 24/7 call center.
  One day I got a call from an indi-
vidual who asked what hours the call 
center was open. I told him, "The 
number you dialed is open 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week."
  He responded, "Is that Eastern or 
Pacific time?" Wanting to end the call 
quickly, I said, "Uh, Pacific."
   They Walk Among Us! .....
-----
   My sister has a lifesaving tool in her 
car designed to cut through a seat belt 
if she gets trapped. She keeps it in the 
trunk.
They Walk Among Us! 

form in the builder’s mind. He must have 
seen her worth or it likely would have 
been bulldozed in favor of non-native 
turf grass.
What was her worth to the builder?
What is her worth to me?
What about to Missouri or even the 
world?
  The builder likely saw potential in this 
sapling as shade in the front yard. Per-
haps a nice place for a garden bench 
where picnics could happen. It would 
also have been a good showpiece in a 
sea of grass, adding a height of green in 
the summer and a multi-color leaf show 
in autumn. Perhaps he foresaw a strong 
branch to which a swing could be hung 
for children’s entertainment.
   I came to this tree in the latter years of 
her current life. I value her shade, too, 
and the beauty she adds to the center of 
my yard; her ability to power through a 
dry summer and hold the soil in place, 
giving cool relief to all things in and un-
der her crown. 
  She is a mother of many other trees 
and nanny to hundreds of plants and ani-
mals, all dependent on her ecosystem to 
live and die in their micro habitats over 
which her branches extend. Many of 
these I derive joy from watching out my 
window in winter or up close in warmer 
weather.     
   She also holds much of my yard dé-
cor and the various seasonal decorations 
I like to put out. Missouri counts her as 
a native daughter dutifully supporting 
the natural environment it is trying to 
rebuild. She is a place for native popula-
tions to live and thrive in, whether you’re 
thinking mammalian, avian, reptilian or 
arthropods of the animal kingdom or 
saprophytes, fungal bodies or monocots 
of the plant kingdom. Liquidambar sty-
raciflua is a tree of strength and bounty 
among the Missouri natives.
    The world appreciates her stalwart 
existence in a place she is meant to be. 
This tree is a player in the earth’s game 
of life helping to keep the balance that is 
teetering on the edge of a very different 
existence which even humans are strug-
gling to find comfort in. She is a sturdy 
cog in this machine because of the value 
one man put on her life. What power we 
don’t even recognize that we have in 
each of our decisions, well-thought out 
or whimsical, both.
Happy New Year!

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today ....
Ships don't sink because of the water 
around them; ships sink
because of the water that gets in them.
Don't let what's happening around you 
get inside you
and weigh you down.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Just to remind you, I didn’t say how 
much I would lose and for how long.
   As I was showering the other day, I 
discovered that my toenails needed to 
be trimmed and my legs needed to be 
shaved.
   There was my weight loss for the time 
being!
   I pray that each of you have a won-
derful New Year and enjoy good health, 
friends, family and the love of God in 
your lives.

 Never use the space heater that 
seems old or damaged in anyway. Nev-
er use a space heater with a spliced, 
damaged or frayed cord.
 Never use a space heater on any 
type of extension cord. Always plug 
it directly into an outlet in good 
condition.
 Never plug a space heater into a 
multi-outlet plug strip or any type of 
wire moldplug strip along a base-
board.
 Never leave a space heater unat-
tended and never put any combus-
tibles by it that could get too close 
and catch on fire such as newspa-
pers, magazines, draperies, laun-
dry, etc
 Never run a space heater on an 
uneven surface.
  Space heaters on average consume any-
where from 1,500 to 1,850 watts these 
days –  that is pretty much a 15 Amp cir-
cuit and in some cases a 20 Amp circuit 
if it's wattage rating exceeds 1850 watts.
   A person has to be careful not to over-
load a 15 Amp general use circuit, be-
cause it can be carrying an entire room or 
rooms of lighting and outlet load already. 
  Adding a space heater in many cases 
will be a tipping point and an overload, 
potentially melting devices or wiring or 
tripping a breaker.
  Good examples of stronger 20 Amp cir-
cuits are kitchen counter circuit, dining 
room circuit, washer circuit – but again 
if the circuits have appliances that are 
being used on them already it could eas-
ily overload it and trip a breaker. 
  This is why ideally when a space heater 
has to be used – if there is not a good 
strong circuit or a dedicated circuit for it 
– if it does not have to be used on its top 
setting, that is the most ideal to help it
coincide with existing circuitry.
  When in doubt, call your qualified li-
censed Electrician to add a dedicated 
circuit in for where you operate the 
space heater, if there isn’t one already.
 
Publisher's Note:
Contact Electrician Jim Osmun at
913-548-8720. We have used Jim and his 
CFM Electric for many years.  He is ex-
cellent in his work.  His rates are reason-
able, and we endorse him 100% . The US 
has hundreds of space heater fires every 
day. Don't you get killed by your Space 

-- 15 pounds of Cobalt
To manufacture the battery requires:
-- 100 Kg of RAM chips
-- 200 kg of aluminum, steel and/or 
plastic
The Caterpillar 994A is used for the 
earth-moving to obtain the essential 
minerals. It consumes 264 gallons of 
diesel in 12 hours.
   Finally you get a “zero emissions” 
car.
Presently, the bulk of the necessary 
minerals for manufacturing the batter-
ies come from China or Africa. Much 
of the labor for getting the minerals in 
Africa is done by children! If we buy 
electric cars, it's China who profits 
most!
   A 2021 Tesla OEM battery is current-
ly for sale on the Internet for $4,999 not 
including shipping or installation.

 Green New Deal
            (Continued from page 1)

January 18, 7pm at the Heritage 
Center, 1200 Kansas City Road, 
Olathe.  

    This is the third year for Moonlight  
Nativity, which now posts its own web-
site, moonlightnativity.com. We saw 
visitors from several surrounding 
states and I was very pleased with 
the nice comments.
    Moonlight Nativity is very ap-
pealing to young families with chil-
dren and to older adults, as it is a 
short walk-through taking approx-
imately 30 minutes. The children 
enjoy being close up to and petting 
the animals. We do not require pre-
registration and take everybody as 
they come. Even though additions 
and improvements will be supple-
mented each year, the Nativity will 
always be just the Christmas Story, 
as depicted in the Gospel of Luke, 
including the census, an inn, shep-
herds, angels and a manger scene.
    This year we had beautifully 
hand-carved wooden gifts for 
adults, with a special thanks to 
Alan Crawford. Small gifts were 
also available for children in the 
gym at the end of the walk.
   I am very blessed to have a good 
set of actors and helpers and wish 
to thank the following who made 
it all possible: Scott Berry; Eric 
and Melanie Clark; Jay Ebeling; 
Dave Highfill; Julius and Rachel 
Kibera; Davey and Bethany Kiker; 
Bob and Shelley Marshall; Jason, 
Christelle, Chaton and Trinity Por-
ter; Roger and Vicki, Tim, Tyler, 

 

  Janine Clark-Barry lives with her
  family in southwest Missouri

Moonlight Nativity
                        (Continued from Page 1)

She spilled a bit in her lap, and was 
awarded a huge financial settlement.

Common Sense was preceded in 
death by his parents, Truth and Trust, 
His wife, Discretion; His daughter, 
Responsibility;  and his son, Reason.

He is survived by two stepbrothers; 
My Rights and Ima Whiner.

Not many attended his funeral be-
cause so few realized he was gone.

    The Passing of Common 

 

The Public is Welcome to Our Meeting

 
  We Pride Ourselves

In Growing and 
 Producing Some of
  The Best Premium

  Quality Beef
  Available Anywhere

   in the Midwest
   Let Us Show You

    Why We Feel That
      We Have The Best

       Beef You Will 
    Find Any

   Place

 

    We are doing a January Promo of $10 
Off  Orders of $50 with code: AHJAN2024



NIELSON 
“The kindest, gentlest, 

friendliest, & most
personable dentist 

ever..and I’ve seen  a 
bunch.”..“
Keith E. Johnson -
Publisher 

-Johnson’s County
 Gazette-

 Family 
Dentistry 

Donald C. Nielson,  
DDS

1500 Indian Creek Pkwy
   Suite 100 

(Just north of Santa Fe &MurLen
     two traffic lights, turn 

     right)  Olathe, Ks 66062

  (913) 829-8700

FAMILY DENTISTRYFAMILY DENTISTRY

Gina is the best in the Midwest at what she does......KEJ
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    Clif’s Outdoor
     913-300-1657, 
FALL  SERVICES Care 
Customers 2023    LEAF 
CLEANUP. Tree Trimming, Reseeding     
  AERATING,   VERTICUTTING,
Fertilizing,   MOWING,  SHRUB

  TRIMMING & EXTRACTION,     
HAULING, GUTTER CLEANING   

  Complete Fall CareComplete Fall Care

Retired USAF Captain Clif Geis needs    
Fall  Service customers for leaf cleanup, 
lawn seeding, fertilizing,hauling,  mows 
yards, treat yards,trees, shrubs in Olathe 
and surrounding areas for his livelihood. 
He does great work, call him at 913-300-
1657. Tell  him the Gazette sent you.   

          

Wes McCoy

 * Mowing * Bushes * Deck
 *Outdoor CleanUp *Staining
   * Raking, Bagging Leaves
* Miscellaneous Chores
 * Big Family, I Need the Work
  
       Doug Keling 

 Gazette Area Auction & Farm Production Sales Corner   

                   Dave Highfill
         Account Representative
      
   * Over 30 Years in Advertising
       * Display & Classified Ads
                913-937-1010
        
       Johnson’s County Gazette 

Gazette Sales Representative

 Clif Needs A Helper, Call Him
flexible hours, part-time, competitive pay

Mowing, Yard Work

Clif’s Outdoor
        913-300-1657
  Accepting New Lawn
Care Customers,2021 
Residential, Field Mowing
  Trees,  Shrubs,Trimming
Removal, Gutter CleanSNOW REMOVALSNOW REMOVAL

SNOW REMOVALSNOW REMOVAL

 913-406-6037,  Text Me if Possible

 Odd Jobs,Inc.
Doug Kieler - Owner 

Romans 10: 9,10

No Job Too 
Small, We Want 
to Help You!

* Misc. Yard Jobs    
* Minor Plbg, Elect
*Interior Clean
*Painting, Scraping
*Ladder Work
*Gutters,  Yard Work
*Hauling,Disposal
*Water Blasting

*Water Blasting
*MinorCarpntry
*Window Clean
*Spraying Bugs
*Oil Changes
*Car,Van, Clean
*Move In-Out

Odd Jobs, IncOdd Jobs, IncProfessional Home DesignerProfessional Home Designer
   turning good ideas into                       913-856-7735    
     great places to live

        
   Lynn Pitts                          Lynmar & Associate Designers, LLC.

   (913) 856-7735 Work
    lynmarplans@gmail.com

turning good ideas into 
great places to live

HomeGrown MicroGreens Landscaper Needs Helpers 
  Small company needs new lawn customers 
for the season. We are in desperate need of 

  Helpers to Do  Lawn 
Landscaping   & Tree Work

    Generous Pay 913-300-1657

  Call Now 913-888-3110             (913) 305-6498

  

www.kansasauctions.net/edgecomb

Always Watch for Red Light and 
Stop Sign Runners and Terrible 
Drivers Who Don’t Have a Clue
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  Gazette Sports                     

Gazette Sports Editor 
david  hiGhfill        

  

 
Being in the Midwest has 
meant thousands of trains 

 

   Ann & I have lived at 1616 E. Sunvale Drive in 
Old Havencroft since 1991. We have touched up the 
paint here and there, but sadly, realistically, being 
self-employed, busy as  a beaver has meant, I  haven't 
had time for preventative  maintenance. 
  This is where third generation, long-time family
friend Sean Trammell and his crews comes in.
"Keith, it's been a long time since we painted 
your house, do ya want a bid?"  "Yes, sure", I said. 
  What happened next, after they arrived was the
most conscientious, thorough-going transformation 
of our long neglected ranch to a brand-new looking 
house!  
  First, they carefully removed everything that needed 
to be moved, plants, trellises, broken downspouts, 
damaged gutters, rotten fascia  boards, et al.  Then, 
they power-washed. That alone made me feel better 
about our home. It was amazing what dirt & fading 
had done over those many, many years. 
  Then, when dry, the courteous, thoughtful crewmen
started the over 300 hundred or more feet of caulking, 
patching, replacing hardware, and more.
   Then, they removed windows, masked everything 
off and began the brushing, the spraying and the trim 
paint. I told the crew members they were not paint-
ers, they were  truly ARTISTS fully  restoring a 1967 
vintage house to its former elegance. I rest my case.
   If you're ready for the Best at a Reasonable Price,
do yourself and your home a favor, call Sean today!

 

 Keith & Ann Johnson 

  Pub Note: Our esteemed Sports Editor 
David Highfill endeavors to try to get 
all area schools to send us their sports 
news items. All are contacted, but few 
respond. If you're wondering why your 
school is not represented, it is most like-
ly because the people in charge of send-
ing out news items have not responded 
to  our pleas.
  The Gazette regrets that, as we have 
no  favorites to run here. When people 
send us their news, we do everything we 
can to run it.  KEJ

 Comets Select Local
            (Continued from Page 1)

                         Principal Orin Swift also attended the reunion event,
                         as did one of their 5th grade teachers, Mrs. Gilmore

Enjoy The Football Season '23

 Personal 
Injury Law 

Firm

"You Need Jerry"

KSHSAA BOYS 6A BASKET-
BALL RANKINGS
  BV NORTHWEST 5-0
  SM NORTHWEST 5-0
  OLATHE WEST 5-0
   SM EAST 5-0
   OLATHE SOUTH 4-0
   
   GIRLS 6A KSHSAA 6A STATE 
RANKINGS
   OLATHE SOUTH 5-0
   BV NORTH 4-0
   SM SOUTH 4-0
   BV NORTHWEST 3-0
   OLATHE WEST 4-0

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
When I arrived at my mother's 
apartment complex, I was greeted 
by the disconcerting sight of a fire 
truck parked outside. There was 
no sign of smoke, and the fire-
fighters didn't seem worried.
 Still, I asked one, "Is it safe to go 
inside? I'm a little wary of enter-
ing a building when the fire trucks' 
lights are on."

 "Don't worry about it," he said. 
"We do it all the time."

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
I was on family leave, spending my 
days caring for my two-year-old son 
while pregnant with my second.
To kill some time, I began watching 
the Game Show Network, and I got 
hooked.
One afternoon my husband came 
home from work to find the house in 
complete disarray and me plopped 
in front of the TV.
"So that's what you do while I'm at 
work?" he said smirking.
"I just happened to have it on," I 
lied.
The next day we were watching 
the President give a speech. As he 
stepped out of his car and waved 
to his cheering supporters, my son 
shouted, "Look, Mommy, he won 
the car!"
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Gardner-Edgerton's Owen 
is Chiefs' Eric Driskell 
Coach Of the Year 
   by Dave Highfill, Gazette Sports
   The honors continue to come in for 
Jesse Owen and the 6A State champion 
Gardner Edgerton football team.
   The Kansas City Chiefs announced 
Dec. 11 that Jesse Owen was named 
the Eric Driskell High school Coach 
of the Year for the 2023 season. The 
announcement took place as part of 
the Simone Awards held at Blue Valley 
Southwest high school.
  ''It's humbling to receive the KC Chiefs 
Eric Driskell Coach of the Year Award, 
said Owen who has a 25-11 record in 
3 seasons at the Blazer helm. Coach 
Driskell was a man of great character 
and his message to 'Live like a Cham-
pion' still influences student-athletes 
today.'' This award is a reflection of the 
''quality'' we have on our team. 
  This is not possible without the tre-
mendous efforts of our coaching staff 
and players. In my opinion this is a 
great TEAM award to cap off our spe-
cial season. I need to thank the Chiefs, 
the Simone family and PrepsKC.''
   In week four of this season Owen was 
named COTW honoree in Kansas after 
the Blazers blasted Mill Valley 49-10. 
   During the Blazers five-game play-
off run, GEHS out-scored its opponents 
179-35 and claimed the school's first-
ever state football title with a 22-19 win 
over perennial power Derby.
    ''Our players and coaches were terrific 
this season and I am so happy for kids 
and community.''

AREA HIGH SCHOOL BASKET-
BALL AFTER THE HOLIDAY 
BREAK 
     All Jan. 12, 2024 dates
  Olathe West vs. Olathe Northwest
  Olathe Northwest vs. Olathe West
  Olathe East at Lawrence Free State
  Olathe South at Olathe North
  Heritage Christian Academy at
Kansas City Christian

  Both draft picks succeeded at high 
levels with local collegiate men’s 
soccer programs and will now have 
the opportunity to earn an MASL 
contract with the Comets.
  “We’re very excited to draft two 
local players with great talent,” 
said Stefan Stokic, Comets head 
coach. “Jony can be a great goal-
scorer and Carson has potential to 
be a great defender. We are very ex-
cited to have them and can’t wait to 
see what the future holds for them.”
  Muñoz was taken by the Com-
ets in the 1st round and is fresh off 
winning an NAIA national champi-
onship with MidAmerica Nazarene 
University earlier this month. He 
was also named NAIA All-Amer-
ican First Team this past season 
after being named an All-Ameri-
can Honorable Mention and Heart 
Newcomer of the Year in 2022. 
Before his two years as a Pioneer, 
Muñoz spent two years at UMKC 
and was Summit League All-Con-
ference Second Team and Sum-
mit League All-Newcomer Team. 
He tallied 27 goals and 16 assists 
across 65 games at the collegiate 
level.
   The Olathe, Kansas native be-
came the first Kansan to win the 
National Gatorade Boys’ Soccer 
Player of the Year in 2020 and was 
named MVP of the High School 
All-American Game. The former 
U.S. Under-16 Men’s National 
Team player, Sporting KC Acad-
emy and Toca FC product also led 
Olathe West High School to its first 
State championship in 2019 under 
coach Matt Trumpp.
   Lindsey was drafted 4th in the 
2nd round, 17th overall, after re-
cently concluding his fifth season 
of collegiate eligibility and end-
ing his three-year stint at UMKC 
where he played 42 games for the 
Roos. Lindsey transferred to the 
NCAA DI school after a standout 
two years at Columbia College, 
playing under former Comet John 
Klein. He was an NAIA First Team 
All-American and AMC Player of 
the Year his sophomore year after 
earning AMC Freshman of the Year 
and NAIA All-American Honor-
able Mention honors in his first 
year
   A native of Kansas City, Mis-
souri, Lindsey also proved his scor-
ing abilities in high school when he 
set a Park Hill South High School 
record with 30 goals in a single 
season. He played for Alliance FC 
before helping Columbia College 
to two consecutive NAIA Final 
Four appearances and back-to-back 
AMC Tournament championships.

Gazette Sports Glances
  by Dave Highfill, Gazette Sports
  Congratulations to Jony Munoz 
( Mid America Nazarene) and 
Carson Lindsey ( UMKC) on 
being drafted recently by the KC 
Comets. Munoz was selected in 
the 4th round and Lindsay in the 
2nd round of the MASL draft.
   ''We are excited to draft two lo-
cal players with great talent,''
said KC Comets head coach Ste-
fan Stokic. Jony will be a great 
goal scorer and Carson has the po-
tential to be a great defender. Ex-
cited to have them and see what 
the future holds.''   
   A trio of former area all star 
football players played key roles 
in Kansas State's 28-19 Pop-Tarts 
Bowl game win over North Caro-
lina State Dec. 28 in Orlando,Fla. 
  Anchoring the defense was se-
nior weak-side linebacker Austin 
Moore, a Louisburg high grad.''It 
was a great win especially af-
ter our Senior night loss to Iowa 
State, said Moore. 
  We wanted to get this thing right 
and I think we did that. Our de-
fense played a lot better.''
   It still took some late game he-
roics from former Olathe North 
standout Jacob Parrish to seal the 
win. The sophomore defensive 
back  had a late fourth quarter 
interception that gave the Cats 
breathing room and proved piv-
otal in the outcome.
  Not to be out done was senior 
Cooper Beebe,  a Piper high grad. 
His offensive line play paved the 
way for 152 rushing yards by 
running back JD Giddens and 71 
more by freshmen quarterback 
Avery Johnson.
   Reflecting back on 2023, several 
area high schools celebrated state 
championships.
The Olathe East boys soccer 
team claimed the 6A crown as 
did Kelsey Carbajo's Olathe West  
girls cross country team. 
   The Heritage Christian Acad-
emy girls volleyball team won its 
5th state title and Gardner Edger-
ton celebrated its first boys cross 
country and football state titles.
Congrats from the Joco Gazette to 
all the above teams, players and 
coaches on a tremendous effort!

Demolition 
Advancing At KU
Football Stadium
  by Dave Highfill,Gazette Sports
  The 448 million renovation of David 
Booth Kansas Memorial stadium is 
well underway as crews are in demoli-
tion mode on a portion of the historic 
stadium.
  The North and and West side of the 
stadium are to be largely demolished 
and rebuilt. The east side and south 
will remain largely intact.
  KU leaders have said they may need 
to move home games for the 2024 
season to an offsite location. Arrow-
head stadium is the most likely site 
and would keep the construction on 
schedule.  Originally KU had planned 
to play 2024 games at Booth bit with 
seating capacity greatly reduced.
  KU Chancellor Doug Girod said KU 
has not reached a deal with Arrowhead 
and would prefer to find a solution at 
home. A decision will likely be made 
by next month.

Good idea....
I got kicked out of the Walmart 
break room today. They asked 
me what I was doing there. I 
said, “I’m on break. What do 
you think?” They said, “But 
you don’t work here.” I told 
them, “I just went through the 
self-checkout Clearly, I do.”

above and beyond to address specific 
community needs.
   Recognizing that community well-
being extends beyond physical fit-
ness, the Olathe YMCA actively 
engages with critical issues affecting 
Johnson County. Some of the larg-
est issues that the local community 
faces is the lack resources, food, and 
loneliness.. In response to these chal-
lenges, the Olathe YMCA has taken 
innovativesteps to make a meaning-
ful impact.
   Collaborating with Harvesters, 
the Olathe YMCA hosts a monthly 
mobile food drive and  maintains 
an in-house food pantry. However, 
understanding the importance of 
addressing food insecurity compre-
hensively, the YMCA has gone a 
step further by implementing a sus-
tainable solution. The addition of 8 
raised garden beds and a greenhouse 
not only supplements food resources 
with fresh produce but also creates
opportunities for community engage-
ment and volunteerism.
   The garden beds and greenhouse 
initiative serves a dual purpose: ad-
dressing food insecurity and combat-
ing social isolation. Beyond provid-
ing fresh, locally grown
produce, these additions create a 
platform for community members to 
come together
through a shared interest in garden-
ing. The act of volunteering in the 
garden not only
offers a sense of purpose but also 
helps alleviate feelings of depression 
and loneliness
by fostering meaningful connections 
within the community.
   Furthermore, the greenhouse ex-
tends the growing season, ensuring a 
more consistent
and reliable source of fresh produce 
throughout the year. This forward-
thinking
approach not only addresses immedi-
ate needs but also contributes to the 
long-term

YMCA is ESSENTIAL             
(Continued from Page 1)

Raymond Leon Seger, 79, of Olathe, passed away on Decem-
ber 27, 2023 at home surrounded by his family.

He was born on August 25, 1944 to Raymond Lewis and 
Genevieve Magdalene Seger at Uvalde, TX.

Raymond worked as a Computer Analyst for Sprint, 
retiring in 2004.

On December 9th 1967 , he married Janet Richardson, and 
they made their home in Olathe, Kansas.

He was a member of Knights of Columbus, and he enjoyed 
motorcycle riding, ushering at church, eucharistic ministry, 
baking cookies, yard work, the gun range and traveling with 
Jan and family and grandchildren.

Raymond is survived by his loving wife, Janet, children Ray-
mond Todd Seger and Tara Michelle Sheafer- Seger married 
to Andrew Casey Sheafer, grandchildren Sierrah Arielle 
Sheafer, Logan Michael Sheafer, Alek Joshua Sheafer, Al-
exander Caleb Sheafer married to Astrid Gonzalez, Caitlin 
Rose Evans married to Prescott Evans and his sister Donna 
Marie Sumption.

He was preceded in death by his parents and Raymond 
Lewis Seger and Genevieve Magdalene Seger.

Memorials are suggested to the Knights of Columbus at 
Saint John Paul The Second – 18335 West 168th Terrace, 
Olathe KS 66062. To leave a message for the family, visit 
www.Penwellgabelkc.com



  Page 8  EvErybody rEads thE GazEttE

    Keller-Williams
Contact 
Steve Hougland at 913-449-9920
    Suzy Lowe at  913-927-3416
 Allison Hougland 913-709-0945
         Full-Time Professionals 

OLATHE   AREA 
EXPERTS 

TRAVELTRAVEL
Don’t Get Sick or Robbed on Vaca-Don’t Get Sick or Robbed on Vaca-

tion!  tion!  

The Hougland 
   Team

    Steve Hougland           Susan Lowe                Allison Hougland

Johnson County’s Only Locally-Owned Newspaper for 48 Years              January 12, 2024

   "Ann and I used Steve Hougland for two
recent real estate transactions and were 
very pleased with how everything went.

We recommend him and his two associates" KEJ

     Driving  Into Winter
            (Continued from Page 1),

Always Watch for Red Light and 
Stop Sign Runners and Terrible 
Drivers Who Don’t Have a Clue

 Start

Stranger danger! When you hear 
a knock, look through the peephole 
or ask who’s there before opening 
your door. If you didn’t order room 
service or the drop-in seems like an 
odd time, double check that the ho-
tel sent someone by calling the front 
desk

       The Hougland Team
                 Honors 
        Mr Ralph Dennis

~ ~Thought for today ....
Just imagine what would happened 
if you listened to every word that 
was uttered to you.
Suddenly you would discover the 
heart of the people that you inter-
act with daily
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

      I hope your 2023 was a year to remember, in a good way! If 
you have some time, perhaps you can make a list of 2023’s good 
(and less than good) happenings.
      What are the lessons from 2023 you are taking into 2024?
     What I do know about 2024 is that none of us knows what it 
holds. That is the beauty of a brand new year.  Merriam Webster 
has chosen the word authentic for 2024. (It’s my choice as well)
      Did you know that they choose the word of the year by the 
most searched word the year before? Does that mean people 
were trying to be authentic in 2023? or they were looking for 
authenticity in 2023?
     It is definitely not a word, chosen by AI. Artificial intelligence 
would not be looking for authenticity! Looking to replicate it, 
yes.   Perhaps it’s the blossoming of artificial intelligence that is 
making people look for authenticity.
  I know a lot of people have embraced, artificial intelligence, and 
the uses of it. There are people that would instruct AI to write 
this article “give me 400 words about bringing in a new year“. 
And although that could possibly work, I don’t think it would be 
authentic. 
   I think actual interaction/conversation/communication with 
real humans about real subjects is what we are all craving. That 
statement is probably a little overreaching. “All of us” don’t ever 
want the same thing. Yet, I think possibly authentic connection 
could be the thing that we could all agree on.
     I want to live in a world where actual intelligence is celebrated. 
Where mistakes are not only accepted – but celebrated – as step-
ping stones to knowledge. It has been said that mistakes will be 
repeated until the lesson is learned. Let’s learn the lesson the first 
time. If not the first time, at least not repeat the same mistakes 
over and over again.
   Let’s go into 2024 being authentically who we are! Learning 
from our mistakes (and the mistakes of others) We will never re-
ally know who we could authentically connect with until we do!

     Allison Hougland
The Dream Home Detective

Send January 3 or 4
Inbox

Gail Sawyer
Mon, Jan 1, 6:13 PM (4 days 
ago)
to me

Hoopy's R.V. Park in Texas 
adopted a Spanish family for 
Christmas Dinner and we pro-
vided many gifts to the family. 
When you give gifts to the Span-
ish they always want to respond 
by giving a gift to you. They of-

 

I did not know this. I have local hon-
ey in my tea. Always using a metal 
spoon 🥄 
Did you know that one of the world's 
first coins had a bee symbol?
Did you know that honey contains 
live enzymes?
Did you know that in contact with 
a metal spoon, these enzymes die?  
The best way to eat honey is with a 
wooden spoon;  if you can't find one, 
use a plastic spoon.
Did you know that honey contains a 
substance that helps the brain work 
better?
Did you know that honey is one of 
the few foods on earth that alone 
can sustain human life?
Did you know that bees saved people 
from starvation in Africa?
That a spoonful of honey is enough 
to keep a man alive for 24 hours?
Did you know that propolis produced 
by bees is one of the most powerful 
natural antibiotics?
Did you know that honey has no ex-
piry date?
Did you know that the bodies of the 
world's greatest emperors were bur-
ied in gold coffins, then covered in 
honey to prevent putrefaction?
Did you know that the term "Hon-
eymoon" (honeymoon) comes from 
the fact that the bride and groom 
consumed honey for fertility after 
their marriage?
Did you know that a bee lives less 
than 40 days, visits at least 1000 
flowers and produces less than a tea-
spoon of honey, but for her it is the 
work of a lifetime.
Thank you precious bees!

  Honey 
And Bees

 Nature's Perfect Combination

some extra clothes and a few essentials 
that should be in a vehicle regardless of 
the season. Items like a working flash-
light, extra batteries, matches, candles 
and, if you regularly travel to areas 
with limited cell reception, some food.
  Cold, wet weather makes the differ-
ence between a bad day and a cata-
strophic one razor thin. If you do run 
into trouble, help will take longer to 
arrive and your survival will depend 
on what you have in your vehicle. Top-
ping off your gas tank before a trip can 
ensure a few extra hours of heat if you 
get stranded.
   Usually, your vehicle will offer the 
most protection from the elements and 
will be easier to spot in the elements 
than an individual. If it’s safe, the best 
thing to do is stay inside the cab and 
keep warm. Being on the side of a slip-
pery road with reduced visibility is a 
recipe for getting hit by oncoming traf-
fic. And, in blizzard conditions, it’s ex-
ceedingly easy to get lost just a few feet 
from your vehicle.
   Common sense when driving also 
goes a long way. Check the weather 
on the route to your destination before 
leaving. You can even check road con-
ditions at places like www.kandrive.
org. Give yourself more time to ac-
count for driving slower and stopping 
more often if necessary. Do without 
the cruise control if it’s snowing or ic-
ing out and remember four-wheel drive 
doesn’t do anything to increase your 
ability to stop on slick surfaces.

If conditions allow you to be outside the 
vehicle, proceed with caution. If you’re 
attempting to dig out of a snowbank or 
performing other physical tasks, take 
plenty of breaks and stay warm. Slow 
and steady will help keep one accident 
from becoming another.

It’s far better to arrive at your destina-
tion a little late rather than never arrive 
at all. Take the extra time to prepare as 
we drive into winter so we can all enjoy 
the longer, warmer days that lie ahead.

"Insight" is a weekly column published 
by Kansas Farm Bureau, the state's 
largest farm organization whose mis-
sion is to strengthen agriculture and 
the lives of Kansans through advocacy, 



Bev Wittenborn
“At Your Service Recipes” 

“At Your Service” Cookbooks are available for 
purchase at Feeney’s Hallmark, 

Mahaffie Heritage Center, Junque Drawer Boutique, &
 Rhoades Family Dentistry.   

Or contact me, Beverly Wittenborn, at 782-6442.

           Bev grew up on a farm in  
Carbondale, Ks., just south of Topeka, 

is a Kansas State graduate, in Home 
Economics Education. She  is the Moth-
er of 2 sons, married to former TWA,  
Ozark, and  American Airlines Captain, 
US Air Force Lieutenant Colonel John 
Wittenborn; grandmother of three; who 
is a former Betty Crocker Award Winner 
and former Olathe Mayor Pro-Tem.  

Congrats*JC 122nd Old Settlers

  Gazette Culinary Cuisinartiste

 Drive Defensively!
   Never Take Your
  Eyes Off The Road!
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Wanted : Vintage Clothing 

"From Our Pastures, To Your Table"  

  

Dave Highfill
Mon, Dec 4, 5:35 AM (4 days ago)
to me

place info above in mamuric 2023 x mas 
greet ad

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Kathleen Mamuric <klmamuric@
yahoo.com>
Date: Tue, Nov 28, 2023 at 8:59 AM
Subject: Re: Mamuric
To: Dave Highfill <dhighfill66030@

 

Expires 12/31/23

Expires 12/31/23

Expires 12/31/22

16138 W. 135th St
East Hours M-Thur 9-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.

jj  Hours at Hair Shop West 
Hours M-Th 8-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.

East Hours M-Thur 9-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.913-829-4868

   397-9888        397-8808 
             West Olathe Location
                131 N. Parker (K-7)
 K-7 & Santa Fe, Next to PriceChopper

             East Olathe Location
                16120 W. 135th St (near Kohls)
 SantaFe & Brougham-Next to Olathe Library
 

Offer Expires Dec 31,2024

Offer Expires Dec 31,2024

Offer Expires Dec 31,2024

 
  Caution !! 
Chimney Fires Are
Very Common ! 
Act Now to Prevent
 One in Your Chimney

12. My friends and I have named 
our band ‘Duvet’. It’s a cover 
band.
13. I lost my girlfriend’s audio 
book, and now I’ll never hear the 
end of it.
14. Why is ‘dark’ spelled with a k 
and not c? Because you can’t see 
in the dark.
15. Why is it unwise to share 
your secrets with a clock? Well, 
time will tell.
16. When I told my contractor I 
didn’t want carpeted steps, they 
gave me a blank stare.
17. Bono and The Edge walk into 
a Dublin bar and the bartender 
says, “Oh no, not U2 again.”
18. Prison is just one word to 
you, but for some people, it’s a 
whole sentence.
19. Scientists got together to 
study the effects of alcohol on a 
person’s walk, and the result was 
staggering.
20. I’m trying to organize a hide 
and seek tournament, but good 
players are really hard to find.
21. I got over my addiction to 
chocolate, marshmallows, and 
nuts. I won’t lie, it was a rocky 
road.
22. What do you say to comfort 
a friend who’s struggling with 
grammar? There, their, they’re.
23. I went to the toy store and 
asked the assistant where the 
Schwarzenegger dolls are and he 
replied, “Aisle B, back.”

   It’s a New Year! 2024! I’m very happy to have 2023 in the 
books! It’s over! I’m more of an even numbers type of person, 
maybe because my birthday is 082448. No odd #’s there!
   Sometimes though I do get a little odd and goofy, but most 
of the time I can recover from that!  How did you ring in the 
New Year? We did the usual—watch the Ball Drop in New York 
Times Square at 11:00 PM Kansas Time, that makes it “Happy 
New Year”!
   I don’t remember the last time we actually stayed up until 
midnight Kansas time! However, I did wake up to the sound of 
fireworks at midnight, 2024! Or maybe that was just a late cel-
ebration for the Chiefs win earlier in the evening! New Year’s 
Day can have some special food choices to ring in the New Year. 
  I made New Year’s Bean Soup ,because I had made a ham 
earlier in December so had the ham hock to cook down and get 
a head start on the New Year’s Bean Soup! My recipe is hand-
written on a recipe card, so I must have had it for a long time! 
Some other New Year Day food traditions that are supposed to 
bring Good Luck include Hoppin’ John, black eyed peas,  col-
lard greens, lentils, cabbage, pork and ham and fish. I learned 
that a German tradition is pork and sauerkraut. 
   I don’t recall having sauerkraut on New Year’s Day when 
growing up but I sort of remember my Aunt making sauerkraut 
in the fall after the cabbage harvest. The colder weather we are 
now experiencing is a time to make soup! I’ve made chili a cou-
ple of times already and my husband thought it was pretty good 
and told me to save the recipe. Save the recipe for chili? 
   I just start with a pound of ground beef, onions, can of toma-
toes, can of beans, salt, pepper, garlic, and whatever else I seem 
to come up with! In other words, I don’t really have a recipe! 
We went to a Chili Feed on New Year’s Day at local Gardner 
Airport.
    There were a lot of pots of chili to choose from! Chili of all 
types, the usual beef and tomato type, plus white chili. I tried 
that one, it was very good, similar to the White Chicken Chili 
that I make. I do follow the recipe for making that chili! I won-
dered what I should take to accompany the chili, and thought 
about cornbread, but ended up with plain ole’ brownies.    
   I guess that was okay, because they all were consumed by oth-
ers! Looking thru the recipes in “At Your Service” I see reci-
pes from friends who have passed on and are now cooking up a 
feast in Heaven. I have shared those recipes before, Baked Po-
tato Soup and Italian Sausage Soup so here are similar recipes. 
The Sweet Cornbread recipe is also similar to the long time ago 
Tippin’s Cornbread. Pretty simple, made as muffins or bake in 
a pan.
White Cheddar Chicken Chili
2 lb. whole chicken
2 c. chicken stock, reserved
3 (14 ½ oz.) cans Great White Northern beans, drained
1 (14 ½ oz.) can Mexican-style tomatoes
1 onion, chopped
1 (4 oz.) can diced green chilies
½ tsp. salt;           2 tsp. ground cumin
1 ½ tsp. cayenne pepper ;          1 tsp. oregano
3 c. Monterey Jack cheese, shredded
1 c. sour cream
   In a slow cooker, cook chicken on LOW for 8 hours. Remove chicken 
and reserve 2 cupsof chicken stock. Debone chicken and shred meat. In a 
stockpot, combine chicken, beans,tomatoes, onions, chilies, spices, and 
stock. Cook on medium heat for 1 hour. Ladle into soup bowls, sprinkle 
with cheese and a dollop of sour cream.

Ricki Jo Bjorgaard
----------------------------------------------Crock Pot Potato Soup
1 can cream of celery soup
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 ctn. chicken broth
1 Tbsp. dried onion flakes
1 to 2 oz. chopped cooked bacon
1 bag cubed frozen hash browns

Cook in crock pot 4 hours on LOW. Add 8 ounces cream cheese, softened 
and cubed.   Microwave 3 potatoes; mash and then add as a thickener to 
soup. Cook another hour. Garnish  with more bacon and shredded cheese.

Toby Schierling
-------------------------------------
 Italian Sausage Tortellini Soup
1 lb. ground Italian sausage
1 lb. ground beef
1 small chopped onion
1 c. shredded or chopped zucchini
1 c. shredded carrots
2 cans chopped tomatoes
2 cans tomato sauce
5 cans beef broth
2 bags cheese tortellini
1 c. red wine
4 to 5 cloves garlic, chopped
Italian seasoning to taste
Pepper to taste
Brown meat with seasonings; add veggies and cook till tender. Add toma-
toes, broth, and sauce. Simmer 30 minutes to an hour. Add tortellini after 
soup has come to a boil. Serve with Italian cheeses.

Heidi Logan
------------------------------------------Sweet Cornbread
8 ½ oz. cornbread mix
9 oz. yellow cake mix
1/3 c. milk
½ c. water
2 eggs  ;   ¼ c. vegetable oil
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Grease and flour an 8-inch square baking 
pan. Put all ingredients in mixing bowl and stir to blend well. Pour into 
pan. Bake 35 minutes or until golden brown. Serve warm.

Carol Abell
-----------------------------------------

Like Tippin’s Corn Bread
2 Jiffy corn bread mixes
1 yellow (2 layer) cake mix
Prepare each mix according to instructions. Combine both mixes to-
gether. Pour into a 9x13  inch greased pan. Bake according to cake mix 
directions. May have to adjust time slightly.
Hint: Any size mixes will work, as long as weight of each is similar.
**********************************************
“At Your Service” cookbooks are available for purchase at Feeney’s 
Hallmark, Mahaffie Heritage Center, Junque Drawer Boutique, and 
Rhoades Family Dentistry. Or contact me,  Beverly Wittenborn, 782-
6442.  
Pub. Note:  I envy your youth and would have gladly changed my envi-
ronment to the great one that you had. 

GOOD QUESTIONS 
Is atheism a non-prophet organisa-
tion? 
----
I went to a bookstore and asked the 
saleswoman, "Where's the self-help 
section?" She said if she told me, it 
would defeat the purpose. 
-----
What if there were no hypothetical 
questions? 
-------
If a deaf person swears, does his 
mother wash his hands with soap? 
------------
If a man is standing in the middle of 
the forest speaking and there is no 
woman around to hear him ... is he 
still wrong? 

Some Words Redefined
ALIMONY...The fee a woman charg-
es for name dropping.

CHARITY...That generous impulse to 
give away something you have no use 
for.

CHILDHOOD...That happy period 
when nightmares occur only during 
sleep.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
You might be a bad cook if:
- The leftover crumbs make a great re-
placement for kitty litter.
- Those annoying pest control com-
panies keep pestering you, wanting to 
buy and patent your recipe for candy 
Christmas cookies.
- You forget and leave a gallon of your 
homemade ice cream on the porch 
overnight during a record busting 
heat- and the next afternoon, not only 
is it still solid, but it tastes better.
- The EPA requires that all your gar-
bage cans be marked with large bright 
red 'bio-hazard' symbols.
- You use the smoke alarm as a cook-
ing timer.
- You consider it a culinary success if 
the pop-tart stays in one piece.
- Your dog goes to the neighbors' to eat.
- Your family buys Alka Seltzer and 
Kaopectate in bulk

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
A group of ten people is walking 
along a street as one of them finds 
a strange bottle. They rub it and, of 
course, out pops a genie.
He says to them that they should 
form a line and he would grant each 
person one wish.
The first person steps up and wishes 
to be a millionaire, suddenly there is 
a loud laugh from the back of line.
The second comes up and wishes to 
marry a beautiful woman.
Again there is a loud laugh from the 
back of the line.
The rest continue to make wishes 
until the last person comes up.
The genie then asks him: "Alright 
Mr. Laughter, what's your wish?"
The man replies: "My wish is to re-
verse all the other wishes."
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

  

City of Olathe Launches All-
New OlatheConnect System
  On Wednesday, Jan. 3, the City of 
Olathe will launch an all-new Olathe 
Connect system designed to provide 
a more streamlined and efficient ex-
perience for all users.
   The new OlatheConnect is de-
signed to provide our residents, busi-
nesses, and visitors with a virtual 
City Hall, giving them the opportu-
nity to access City Hall, 24-hours a 
day, 7-days a week, from a computer, 
mobile device, or the comfort of their 
own home.
  Users will need to create an account 
to access the new OlatheConnect, 
giving them more ability to track 
open requests and previous requests 
that have been closed.
   On Wednesday, Jan. 3, visit 
OlatheKS.gov/OlatheConnect to be-
gin using the new system.Ex noridi-
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Captain  Edward (Ed) Hayes (Ret.)

A Gazette Feature Column: 

 Toward Being a 
  Deputy Sheriff 

Captain  Edward (Ed) Hayes (Ret.) 
Johnson County Sheriff‘s Dept.  

IF you would like to know more 
about Johnson County, the metro-
politan area, as well as law enforce-
ment history, all branches, buy my 
book, "Nice Pinch."  It’s available 
in paperback and kindle, on Ama-
zon or order from Barnes & Noble, 
you can learn .
  You can contact Ed Hayes   , 
americanpatriots@sbcglobal.net or 
call 913 620 0771
 “AND REMEMBER, PRAY 
FOR OUR COUNTRY! OUR 
ENEMIES ARE WORKING 24/7 
TO DESTROY US! IN GOD WE 
TRUST.”

Ed Hayes    
(Continued from Page 1)

    Best Area Electrician -  Jim Osmun 

913-548-8720 www.cfmelectricalservice.com

913-548-8720 www.cfmelectricalservice.com

 "Ann & I love this guy's work"... Keith J.

"Ann & I love the 
work Jim   & his 
co-workers do"kj

 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 3:00 - 5:30      Tuesday, Thursday  10:00 - 5:30 

Jewelry & Watch Repair 
       Buy-Sell-Trade

Recent Truly Heroic 
Americans Who 
Died in the  Line of 
Service Over the 
Last Few Weeks 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
A Yuppie was sent a ransom 
note saying that he was to bring 
$50,000 to the 17th hole of the 
country club at 10 o'clock the 
next day if he ever wanted to see 
his wife alive again.
He didn't arrive until almost 
12:30. A masked man stepped 
out from behind some bushes 
and growled, "What the hell 
took ya so long? You're over two 
hours late."
"Hey! Give me a break." whined 
the Yuppie. "I have a 27 handi-
cap."
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

(continues at right)

From Officers Down Memorial 
page

122 + Officers Killed in the Line 
of Duty This Year, the publisher 
gets my articles a week before it 
is in print.  By then there will be 
more.

  The Effects of COVID on Law 
Enforcement, by Officers Down 
Memorial Page

  Beginning in early 2020, thou-
sands of law enforcement officers 
and other first responders through-
out the country began to contract 
COVID-19 during the worldwide 
pandemic. Due to the nature of 
their job, law enforcement officers 
were required to work and inter-
act with the community even as 
most of the country was self-quar-
antined. As a result, hundreds of 
officers died from COVID-related 
illnesses and other complications.

  Corrections agencies suffered 
tremendous losses due to the con-
stant and proximity between the 
corrections officers and large in-
mate populations. Since March 
2020, ODMP has verified that over 
900 law enforcement officers have 
died as the result of a confirmed or 
presumed exposure while on duty 
and continues to work with hun-
dreds of other agencies that have 
suffered a COVID-related death.

  I was recently asked this ques-
tion:   “What are some potential 
reasons why the United States 
has not been able to come up with 
meaningful police reform?”

  My answer:  Do you, questioner, 
know what “police reform” IS? 
Please give me your definition, so 
I might better answer your ques-
tion but for now:

  The police have been “upgrad-
ing” (for lack of a better term) 
each and every year for decades. 
What they do, what training they 
go through, is mind boggling for 
anyone who has a semblance of 
common sense. Look inside a pa-
trol car, see what they must train 
to use in their daily tasks. 

The amount of training and ex-
perience they get over the years, 
far exceeds that of the lawyer or 
judge who questions them in a 
court of law for the decision they 
had to make in seconds, while said 
lawyer has weeks, months or even 
years to research to make the case 
for the criminal they represent.

It takes years to develop the sea-
soned police officer, sheriff's 
deputy and all the rest. They go 
through “the police academy” de-
pending on which state is months 
or a year, then they are in a ride 
along with an "FTO” A field train-
ing officer. Then they continue to 
learn on the streets, In the past, 
that was mentored by seasoned 
experienced police officers. Now 
hundreds of those “seasoned, 
experienced” police officers are 
either quitting or retiring. Why? 
You might ask IF you really want 
to know.
  
  Welp, let me tell you why. The   
anti-American, American haters, 
the police haters have created a 
system they are now regretting. 
The "defund the police" move-
ment that has taken over many or 
most of the larger cities and cities 
in between is now coming back to 
bite them in the ass. But it's too 
late, they are now getting what 
they have asked for, what they 
have sewn.

  NOW, they are crying for "more 
police" and that sort of vernacular. 
Why? Those of you with com-
mon sense know the answer. Be-
cause they see the rise in crime 
EVERYWHERE along with the 
enormous cuts in numbers of of-
ficers in nearly all departments 
over the US because of you, those 
that wanted the "Defund the po-
lice." You asked for it, you got it 

and now all I can say is this, and you 
can take it for what it is worth, and I 
mean this. IF there are any victims out 
there, I can only hope it is YOU, or 
your family, or likeminded friend, not 
those of us that saw this coming.

  What you have created here is going 
to take decades to repair, IF EVER.

   More on the 2020 election, then we 
will move on.  More from the Heri-
tage Foundation:  Election integrity is 
a pillar of our Republic, and without 
it, we won’t last. For the sake of this 
election and all of the subsequent elec-
tions in generations to come, we must 
come to a legitimate conclusion. Any-
one rushing to the finish, including the 
media and those with a vested interest 
in one outcome, are doing a disservice 
to the country.”  Foundation President 
Kay C. James made the following 
statement about the 2020 presiden-
tial election results.  “The American 
people deserve, and demand election 
results they can trust. When the litiga-
tion in the critical battleground states 
has been settled and all allegations of 
fraud and irregularities have been in-
vestigated, that’s what they will have.

Unfortunately, we are not there yet. 
Recounts and pending litigation must 
be resolved to the satisfaction of the 
political parties and the Americans 
who support them and voted for them.

Election integrity is a pillar of our Re-
public, and without it, we won’t last. 
For the sake of this election and all the 
subsequent elections in generations to 
come, we must come to a legitimate 
conclusion.
   Now, more of Carl Higbee thoughts 
about his fellow Navy Seals opera-
tions and those Similar in nature to 
Law Enforcement activities. 

  “We are an elite force, like a profes-
sional sports team, they want to be a 
part, “politicians have taken that away 
from them, we are good at what we 
do!”  That’s killing bad guys, breaking 
their stuff, they light a fire that they 
can't put out so consider your invita-
tion accepted. 

  My friends are really good at what 
they do, they train constantly, 24/7, 
365, so allow my fraternity to do their 
job!  Those that work all night need to 
know that politicians have their back.  
That’s waffle soft handed politicians 
turning on the people they send out to 
do the job, and I say, check that bleed-
ing heart at the door.

   There may be mistakes, and politi-
cians in suits and politicians wear-
ing uniforms, fancy suit soft handed 
politicians need to hand them a medal, 
not an arrest warrant to make a point.  
When you unleash the dogs of war, 
you politicians, mayors, police chiefs, 
sheriffs, prosecutors, and media, get a 
backbone.  To the bad guys, we will 
get you IF you do bad things.”

  Comments from others:  Rep Greg 
Steube, most Americans had concerns 
Official in different states changed 
procedures and states laws in violation 
of those states laws, in violation of 
the US Constitution where these laws 
changed the procedure of absentee and 
mail in ballots and you had no verifi-
cation using COVID as an excuse for 
changing the law.

  Jesee Jane Duff: “you have millions 
of ballots, they are all mailed in, yet no 
one is scrutinizing who actually filled 
out that ballot?  After the election 
many people said “we have to chal-
lenge this, we have to have audits.”  

  Dr. Sebastian Gorka, at 10:00 PM the 
president was winning and eight hours 
later the vote tally reverses and that’s 
the context that changed the states.

  There are many other comments, 
evidences and documents regarding 
the 2020 election fraud by credible 
sources, not the media who will stop 
at nothing to convince you of an hon-
est and fair election.  For those of you 
that do not know it, most of the me-
dia is our enemy, owned by commu-
nist sympathizers who hate America.  
IF you want to believe them, be my 
guest, but it makes it a sad situation 
for the rest of us.

  A federal judge in Georgia has ruled 
that there is substantial evidence of cy-
bersecurity deficiencies in the state’s 
election machines, potentially violat-
ing plaintiffs’ constitutional rights.

The judge set a trial date for January 
9, 2024, for the case filed by election 
integrity advocates and individual 
voters, who are requesting the use of 
hand-marked paper ballots instead of 
electronic voting machines.

  The lawsuit includes expert reports 
highlighting weaknesses in the elec-
tion system, prompting concerns and 
calls for compromise and legislative 
action.

  “The Court notes that the recorded 
evidence does not suggest that the 
Plaintiffs are conspiracy theorists of 
any variety. Indeed, some of the na-
tion’s leading cybersecurity experts 
and computer scientists have provided 
testimony and affidavits on behalf of 
the Plaintiff’s case in the long course 
of this litigation,” the judge wrote.

  “The Court cannot wave a magic 
wand in this case to address the varied 
challenges to our democracy and elec-
tion system in recent years, including 
those presented in this case.”

  “But reasonable, timely discussion 
and compromise in this case, coupled 
with prompt, informed legislative ac-
tion, might certainly make a difference 
that benefits the parties and the pub-
lic.”

  The judge also rejected claims that 
criticism of the voting machines is 
based on conspiracy theories.

  St. Louis lawyer Mark McCloskey 
and his wife, have been pardoned by 
Governor Mike Parsons, however 
“The Missouri Court of Appeals” in 
St. Louis refused to give back their 
firearms,  an AR 15 and a small hand-
gun, brandished by his wife during 
the Black Lives Matter parade past 
their St. Louis home.  Thinking back 
to other instructions such as Ferguson 
Missouri it was reported that business 
owners did the same thing, were they 
charged? 

  IF you would like to learn more 
about Johnson County, the metro area 
and law enforcement history, buy the 
book, "Nice Pinch" available at Ama-
zon or order at Barnes & Noble, pa-
perback or kindle.

  Ed Hayes can be contacted by email 
at americanpatriots@sbcglobal.net, or 
call, 913 620 0771

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Two brooms were hanging in the 
closet and after a while they got 
to know each other so well, they 
decided to get married.

 One broom was, of course, the 
bride broom and the other the 
groom broom. The bride broom 
looked very beautiful in her white 
dress. The groom broom was 
handsome and suave in his tux-
edo. The wedding was lovely.

 After the wedding at the wedding 
dinner, the bride broom leaned 
over and said to the groom broom, 
"I think I am going to have a little 
whisk broom!!!"

 "IMPOSSIBLE!!" said the groom 
broom. "We haven't even swept 
together!"

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Think About It
 

- Never test the depth of the water 
with both feet.

 

- Never ask a barber if he thinks 
you need a haircut.

 

- If at first you don't succeed, sky-

Thought For The Day – Grief is 
the price we pay for love. 
Jerry Walter 

 Now Available 
Are

Voice, Piano, 
Guitar,

& Music Theory
 Lessons.

  Instructor Has 23
  Years

    Experience

   Call/text Kathleen  913-206-2151 
  email: Klmamuric@yahoo.com

         Piano, Voice, 
Guitar, and Music
 Theory Lessons 

available. Sessions 
are fun and 

meaningful. For
 more information, 

please call me 
today.  Thank you. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
At the doctor's waiting room, a man 
was sitting opposite a mother and 
her little daughter. He asks the little 
girl, "Hi there, and how old are you?" 
The little girl showed him 4 fingers 
to indicate she is 4 years old. The 
man says, "That is nice, but can't you 
talk?" The little girl replies, "Yes I 
can, but can't you count?"
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

ND Dakota Deputy 
         Sheriff Paul Martin, 
            struck and killed, 
        deploying spike strips 

Thought For The Day -
Respect your parents, they passed 
school without Google!
Jerry Walte

 

Texas Sheriff's Deputy Sergeant 
Steven Gibson was killed in a 
head-on vehicle crash 

Ohio Deputy Sheriff 
Joshua Hamilton died in
a head -on vehicle crash
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
  The employer asked the applicant, 
"I see you were last employed by a 
psychiatrist. Why did you leave?"
   "Well," she replied, "I just couldn't 
win.
   "If I was late to work, I was hostile.
 "If I was early, I had an anxiety 
complex. If I was on time, I was 
compulsive."
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Bernie was unfortunate enough to 
be hit by a truck and ended up in 
the hospital.
His best friend Morris came to 
visit him.
 Bernie struggles to tell Morris, 
"My wife Sadie visits me three 
times a day. She's so good to me. 
Every day, she reads to me at the 
bedside."
 "What does she read?" asks Mor-
ris.
"My life insurance policy."
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today ....
Life brings tears, smiles and 
memories.
The tears dry, the smiles fade, but 
the memories last forever.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

DAVE NO BACH ROCK NO GUN GUYS OR OMA OR 
STONE FARMS NO G HIST MUSEUM
Inbox

Dave Highfill
Tue, Jan 2, 4:17 PM (3 days ago)
to me

I DONATED 50 DOLLARS TO GARDNER HIST MU-
SEUM FOR 2024
JAN 12
NO GUN GUYS
NO OMA
NO ONE WANTS CONSERVATION ADS
NO MUSIC AD BACH
NO GARDNER HIST MUSEUM
NO SIDOTU
TAKE OUT ALL X MAS ADS 
QSI?? LIKELY NO

Yesterday my daughter Grace was packing up to head back to her home 
after spending Christmas with me and she looked into my bedroom and 
said, “Do you do that everyday?” I replied, “Do what everyday?” She 
said, “Make your bed and put all those pillows on there?” I said, “Yes 
I do.”
“Why, she responded, you are the only one who see’s your bed?”
“Oh dear I make my bed every morning because it’s a gift that I get to 
open at the end of everyday. A gift that not everyone has. So while I’m 
wrapping my bed in the morning and I’m unwrapping it at night I’m 
reminded of what a great blessing my bed really is in my life.”
When we stop viewing what we have as little, insignificant or not 
enough, then we get to see what we do have as gifts we get to enjoy, 
great blessings in our lives and provision for our needs.
I’m thankful for my bed ♥️

"Because It’s A Gift That I Get To Open At 
The End Of Everyday. "
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Christmas Away from Home
            (Continued from page 1)

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today.....
The best things in life are the people 
you love,
the places you've seen and the memo-
ries you've made along the way.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
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Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart, and do not 
lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make straight 
your paths.

2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come.

Ephesians 4:22-24 - To put off 
your old self, which belongs to 
your former manner of life and 
is corrupt through deceitful de-
sires, and to be renewed in the 
spirit of your minds, and to put 
on the new self, created after the 
likeness of God in true righteous-
ness and holiness.

Revelation 21:5 - And he who 
was seated on the throne said, 
“Behold, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this 
down, for these words are trust-
worthy and true.”

Jeremiah 29:11 - For I know the 
plans I have for you, declares the 
Lord, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and 
a hope.

Isaiah 43:18-19 - “Remember 
not the former things, nor con-
sider the things of old. Behold, 
I am doing a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive 
it? I will make a way in the wil-
derness and rivers in the desert.

Thought For The Day - I have 
stopped asking, "How stupid can 
you be?" Too many people were tak-
ing it as a challenge. 
Jerry Walter

 913-381-7108
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Dave Says
"Run Me
    Again!"

  

victims.
  Common Sense finally gave up the 
ghost after a woman failed to realize 
that a steaming cup of coffee was hot. 
She spilled a bit in her lap, and was 
awarded a huge financial settlement.

Common Sense was preceded in 
death by his parents, Truth and Trust, 
His wife, Discretion; His daughter, 
Responsibility;  and his son, Reason.

He is survived by two stepbrothers; 
My Rights and Ima Whiner.



E n d n o t e s


