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Santa Fe & Brougham, east of Kohl’s

    K-7 (Parker) & Santa Fe near Price Chopper

  51 Professionals in 2 Locations to Serve You

*Based on JCG random sampling done 9/18/20See Coupons  
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 Miami County 
Court House  in 
Paola,Kansas

 Legler Barn Museum
On 87th St.Lenexa, Ks
    Photo by Keih Stokes
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Being in the Midwest has 
meant thousands of trains 
have passed thru Olathe, 
Kansas since the 1870’s

The Mahaffie Farmstead & 
Stagecoach Stop KC Road 

(Continued on Page 10)

BlackBob Chief   
Hathawekela div
Shawnee Tribal 
StreetNamesake

East Hours M-Thur 9-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.
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ByBy  Ethel Mae Brewer Ethel Mae Brewer 

Hours at Hair Shop West 
Hours M-Th 8-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.

Captain  Edward (Ed) Hayes (Ret.)

 East Olathe Location
16120 W. 135th St (near Kohls)

 Santa Fe & Brougham-Next to Olathe 
Library

 West Olathe Location

Ethel Mae Brewer

Please don't get ripped off by the huge ad budget plumbers. They may 
be good, but you pay a fortune. Shop for local guys who have good 
references. We use JoeJoe Plumbing 913-208-1509, landlords use Joe   (Continued on Page 9)

ColorsColors of ChristChristmasmas

By Johnson County  Sheriff's Deputy
 Captain Ed Hayes, Retired 

The Captain The Captain 
Ed Hayes ReportEd Hayes Report
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  I'm Leah Henderson and I
would love to be your hair
stylist. I've been in the in-
dustry for over 9 years. My 
specialties are cuts, colors, 
and hairstyles. Whether 
you are wanting to look 
good for a night out on 
the town, trying something 
new, or just needed a day 
at the salon, come visit The 
Hair Shops of Olathe and 
I'll get you taken care of.

Home to USA’s Last
 Stagecoach Stop

See Coupons  
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Valentines Specials run Nites Feb 14-Feb 18
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       Johnson Coun-
ty  CourtHouse 1898-1951   Advertising Hot Line 913-782-3399 or email us at jocogazette@gmail.com            See us at www.jocogazette.com

“Reading a big city newspaper is like eating at a fancy restaurant- you pick  and choose from what’s offered. But reading a HOMETOWN paper is like eating one of  Mom’s Great Home-Cooked Meals-  a fellow doesn’t want to miss a thing... and gets seconds” ....  Jan Clark
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104 Dead  104 Dead  
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 TREES  ARE  AWESOME!
  By Janine Clark-Barry, B.S. Forestry
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Our Most Frequently Heard Comment: “I just really love that little paper!”  

       Johnson County  
CourtHouse 1898-1951
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"He was a blessing to 
Olathe.  Such a dear, sweet 
man who loved everybody 
and did what he could to 
show them, too!!
Dale Applebaugh
Mary Volle Daily said,
"He has made a good im-
pression on anyone who 
took the time to know 
about the core of education 
in Olathe! If you went to 
Olathe schools and didn't 

  The funeral will be held Friday, 
December the 15th 2023, 2:00 
PM at Grace United Methodist 
Church, Olathe, Kansas.  11485 S. 
Ridgeview  Rd, Olathe, KS 66061 
· (913) 859-0111

Epitomized Everyone's Individual Favorite Teacher, Coach, Professor of All Times

Leah Leah 
FeaturedFeatured  

   Stylist   Stylist  at theat the    

HairShopHairShop  

Beloved, Honored, Adored, Now He Belongs to the Ages 

  As I prepared for Christmas, I 
still like to wrap gifts and make
bows for each of them. 
  There is something about the col-
ors of the paper, bows, and lights 
that bring the season alive for me.
   The brightness of the white lights 
is for the star that led the shepherds 
and the wise men to Jesus on that 
first Christmas.
   His brightness, through our lives, 
are still leading people to the Christ the Christ 
Child.Child.
   The red is for the blood that Jesus 
shed on the cross for our sins that 
we may have eternal life with Him. 

                                          By Joe Caffanova
    Gotta' have your java? Coffee is a staple for so many people. You’ll 
see a coffee shop anywhere you go and a home without a coffee maker 
feels like an alien planet. Some of us might even call it our “life blood.”
    Regardless of how much you depend on coffee to wake up, focus on 
work, or relax after dinner, it’s a major part of an everyday routine. As 
it turns out, coffee just might be even more valuable and important than 

TRAVELTRAVEL
Don’t Get Sick or Robbed on Vacation!  Don’t Get Sick or Robbed on Vacation!  

Tips for a Better Hotel StayTips for a Better Hotel Stay
                                   Reader’s Digest Editors
  Hotels can feel like a great retreat, but traveling also leaves you more vulner-

able than ever to getting sick or robbed. Find out how to make your temporary 
room a true home away from home.
  Stay between the third and sixth floors
  Hotel thefts are most common on the first and second floor, so staying on a 

floor above those will reduce your chance of having belongings stolen. 
  Another consideration: Most fire engine ladders can’t reach the seventh 

floor. Rest easier by requesting the third, fourth, fifth, or sixth floor. Skip the 
historic stays

 Incredibly Helpful Things You  Incredibly Helpful Things You 
Can Do With Can Do With Vinegar!Vinegar!

                 from Dale Applebaugh
                   (serialized Oct 6, 2023)
     White distilled and apple cider vinegar 
are all you need to effectively clean and tidy 
your home! Vinegar is known as an effective 
household cleanser that can be used to remove 
mold, bacteria and germs due to its high level 

  Gardner edGertonGardner edGerton Football
Win 6a Kansas state Championship
      beatinG derbyderby 22-19 in  snoW

Gardner Edgerton Blazers celebrate the school's first state football championship on a 
snow covered Welch Stadium field in Emporia. The team defeated Derby 22-19 in the 6A 
class Nov. 25.  submitted photo  "Not many sports are as fun in the snow as is football"
Read GEHS football coach Jesse Owen's report on page 7. 

Ed Hayes Part II of II to p.4

Mr Dennis taught social studies, civics, psychology, current history, driver's 
ed. , coached basketball, football and tennis, was athletic director, director 
of Olathe Recreation ''56-'69, taught adult education classes, counselor for 
Boy Scouts.  Captain Ed Hayes article on Mr Dennis continues on Page 4. 

    In step with my return 
to simplicity and the earth, 
this Thanksgiving we had 
a heritage breed of turkey
for dinner. 
  It all started back in July 
at the local farmer’s mar-
ket. Because I purchase 
everything I can there dur-
ing the season (May-Sept),   
   I had made friends with 

     The FunFun ForesterForester
              

           heritaGe turKeyheritaGe turKey

many of the vendors. One family, that raised animals and sold the grass-finished 
meat that ticked all of my ‘humane to the end’ boxes, was taking orders for their 
small flock of Spanish heritage turkeys as an alternative to Big-farm, sedentary,
over-breasted and grain fed Thanksgiving table-fare. I signed up for a ‘medium’ 
turkey, paid my 4-pound reservation fee with a gulp and left with a satisfied smile. 
Their farm is just 15 miles from me which also

 3 Little Known Health 
Benefits of Coffee

Coffee
 pictures

 3 Little Known Health  Little Known Health 
Benefits of CoffeeBenefits of Coffee

You Are You Are PricelessPriceless ! !
          from Gail Sawyer
   A well known speaker started 
off his seminar holding up a 
$20.00 bill. In the room of 200, 
he asked, "Who would like this 
$20 bill?" Hands started going 
up. He said, "I am going to give 
this $20 to one of you but first, let 
me do this."
   He proceeded to crumple up the 
$20 dollar bill. He then asked, 
"Who still wants it...?" Still the 
hands were up in the air. "Well," 
he replied, "What if I do this?"  
  And he dropped it on the ground 
and started to grind it into the 
floor with his shoe. He picked 
it up, now crumpled and dirty. 
"Now, who still wants it?" Still 
the hands went into the air.
  "My friends, we have all learned 
a very valuable lesson. No matter 
what I did to the money, you still 
wanted it because it did not de-
crease in value. It was still worth 
$20. Many times in our lives, 

we are dropped, crumpled, and 
ground into the dirt by the de-
cisions we make and the cir-
cumstances that come our way. 
We may feel as though we are 
worthless. But no matter what 
has happened or what will hap-
pen, you will never lose your 
value."
  "Dirty or clean, crumpled 
or finely creased, you are still 
priceless to those who DO 
LOVE you. The worth of our 
lives comes not in what we do or 
who we know, but by WHO WE 
ARE."
  "You are special, don't EVER 
forget it."
 If you do not pass this on, 
you may never know the lives 
it touches, the hurting hearts 
it speaks to, or the hope that it 
may bring.
Count your blessings, not 
your problems.

87 Tourists Die87 Tourists Die in Vegas MGM Grand Hotel Fire

  (Continued on Page 5)

 (K oF C) Wreaths 
aCross ameriCa needs 

help From you !
  Dec. 16, 11 AM in Lenexa
      from George White & Joe Marvil 
     Most all of us want to honor our over for-
ty-one million US Veterans who have since 
1775 served in our five military branches.
    Knights of Columbus Council 6673
St John's Assembly 3567 and Scout groups 
will be hosting a "Wreaths Across Amer-
ica" event at Resurrection Cemetery in 
Lenexa. 
  We can tell you how you can purchase a 
wreath or involve your group in this great 
Celebration Of Honoring. 
  This event affords an opportunity to Re-
member & Honor our Veterans by laying 

   Two of our columnists, Gail & Fran
Sawyer spent 21 years on the road 
in their RV. If they had had one like 
this?Glamping (glamorous camping) 
has to be a pipedream. Try driving 
this one under our Spruce Street 
underpass.

Over 700 injured in 1980Over 700 injured in 1980

John Brown 
House & Museum
Osawatomie,Ks

Olathean Jenny 
Chasteen Announces 
Her First Book Release
***************************
 Hometown girl celebrates with the 
community as she launches her first 
book and prepares to graduate from elite 

Check All Local City Websites for Listings of Special Events 

(Continued on Page 4)
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Poetry by Deb Garr

  Now He Belongs to the Ages 
       (Continued from Page 1)

 WRAY’S BULK FOOD
Deli Sandwiches 
Deli Trays
Candy
Spices and Soaps
Baking Supplies
Canned Goods
Specialty Meats & 
Cheeses 
                                             785-242-3663
HRS-M, T, Th, Fri  9-5 & SAT 9-4    221 S.  MAIN, OTTAWA, KS    
            WED. 9-6    

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Years ago while attending a dinner 
party hosted by some friends of mine 
the hostess served a meal with this deli-
cious mushroom sauce. After the meal 
there was a small amount left over and 
the hostess decided to allow her preg-
nant cat to enjoy the treat as well as the 
guests. The guests all felt it was a great 
gesture and showed the cat was a mem-
ber of the family.
The sauce was the highlight of the eve-
nings topic of conversation, everyone 
commented on how delicious it was, 
and the hostess beamed at all the com-
pliments. One of the guest commented 
that toadstools were much like mush-
rooms except for being toxic, and how 
funny it would be if such a culinary 
treat were made from that instead.
As if on cue, the pet cat started crying 
and squirming on the floor, clutching 
its belly. The hostess exclaimed, "Oh 
my God, it's the mushroom sauce!"
We all went to the emergency room 
in a mad rush, and had our stomachs 
pumped after telling them we had eaten 
poisonous mushrooms. This was an ex-
tremely unpleasant experience.
When we got back, the cat was lying 
on the floor peacefully looking up at us, 
and had given birth to kittens.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Ann &  I used the  Olathe American Legion for our daughter’s wedding 
reception and for our 50th Wedding  Anniversary.  All of us, my daughter 
included thought it was a perfect place to have those events. 

I Thessalonians 4:13-14: Brothers and 
sisters, we do not want you to be unin-
formed about those who sleep in death, 
so that you do not grieve like the rest of 
mankind, who have no hope.  For we be-
lieve that Jesus died and rose again, and 
so we believe that God will bring with Je-
sus those who have fallen asleep in Him

The Festival Choral Society 
Christmas Concerts

  Spring Hill Baptist Church, 406 West 
Nichols St.   Saturday, December 2nd 5:00 
p.m. and December 3rd at 3:00 p.m.
  Tickets available from a choral member 
or at the Door, $15.00 each. 
  The Festival Choral Society begins 
their 19th season presenting their annual 
Christmas concerts “There Is Faint Mu-
sic” – performing your traditional, popu-
lar and holiday favorites! We are delighted 
to be performing with and welcoming an 
exceptionally talented guest vocalist, Jeff 
Jasperson. 
Begin your Holiday Season with the 
sounds of Christmas and the Festival 
Choir Society. "Promoting and sharing 
the art of choral music through public out-
reach, education and community service. 
The festival Choral Society is a non profit 
501 (c) (3) organization.

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
We were celebrating the 100th an-
niversary of our church, and several 
former pastors and the bishop were in 
attendance. At one point, our minister 
had the children gather at the altar for 
a talk about the importance of the day. 
He began by asking, "Does anyone 
know what the bishop does?" There 
was silence. Finally, one little boy an-
swered gravely, "He's the one you can 
move diagonally."
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

   (Continues above right)

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
  My little brother just asked, "Why are 
people so nice to the people who are 
about to die?"
   And I told him that we want to make 
their last few moments on earth happy.
   And he said, "Everyone dies a little 
everyday and sometimes we don't know 
when a person is gonna die, so why 
isn't everyone always nice, because we 
never know what's gonna happen to 
someone."
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

   "Olathe has lost a Saint Among 
Men.  A roll model teaching icon who 
represented everything great and good 
that a wonderful teacher and coach can 
possess and share with those he loved 
and those who loved him.  You were 
all so greatly blessed to have shared his 
life".     Keith E. Johnson
  " Ed, I got your message about Mr. 
Dennis, thank you. Harold and   I are 
currently in Bucharest, Romania but 
heading home Friday. Let me know 
about plans for the funeral. Hope I 
can be there. I treasure the hours that 
you, I  Harold spent with him.  I’m so 
glad I again had a chance to tell him 
how much he guided my life. And I 
got a big hug. Will be in touch. And, 
again, thank you for taking care of Mr. 
D,  from all of us." 
       Mary Ruppelius Graul.
  This man, as you can tell by the com-
ments, is the most, loved, and respect-
ed teacher in Olathe Kansas school his-
tory.  In September he will be 97 years 
of age.  We are all so happy he was 
with us. And I am quite sure that God 
has that place for Mr. Dennis.” Janice.
  Hi, my name is Gordon Besser when I 
worked for USD 233,OHS,ONHS, SFT, 
service center) my Nnameick name 
was gorier. Mr. D used to come down 
to the dock at OHS, ONHS Mr. D used 
to tell me I was worth more than I be-
lieved I was, funny things happen, he 
tried to see about getting me a job with

Conflicting Proverbs
            from Dale Applebaugh
             (serialized 12-1-23)
Actions speak louder than words.
The pen is mightier than the sword.
-----------------
 Look before you leap.
He who hesitates is lost.
-------------------------
 Many hands make light work.
Too many cooks spoil the broth.
------------------
 A silent man is a wise one.
A man without words is a man with-
out thoughts.
--------------------------
Beware of Greeks bearing gifts.
Don't look a gift horse in the mouth.
------------------------
Clothes make the man.
Don't judge a book by its cover.
 -------------------------

  Mr. Ralph Dennis in later years 
with his former student, Laurie.

know who Mr. Dennis is, you weren't 
paying attention! In another comment, 
someone called him Mr. Olathe. Very 
appropriate!

              By Ed Hayes, Captain -
 Johnson County Sheriff's -Ret.

      Gazette Senior Contributing Editor
     I am honored, proud and sorrowful 
to be the one to write this article, telling 
our readers how Mr. Dennis is recog-
nized as one of Olathe’s finest teachers, 
basketball, football coach.  
  I expect that now that he is gone there  
WILL be a landmark known and named, 
“The Ralph E. Dennis?”  It’s past time 
for that.   Mr. Dennis, Mr. D, Sir Ralph, 
Coach, Buttercup and “Deadeye” from 
his grade school days, we called him and  
all were fact!  Mr. Dennis taught in the 
Olathe School systems for 40 years from 
1948 to 1991, Jr. High and High School.   
    He coached basketball and football 
beside his life friend William
“Bill” Mace. Ralph has touched so many 
lives in such a positive way, gave guid-
ance, mentored and shared sorrow with 
students. He treated each and every stu-
dent the same whether they were the 
jocks, A students, or just the average 
student.
   Everyone of Olathe alumni held Mr. 
Dennis at the highest standards, as a 
teacher and as a man. He has the cred-
its for all our successes in life.  Besides 
his teaching career Ralph founded and 
directed the Olathe Recreation Program 
from 1956 to 1969.  Up to the time of his 
death he was sharp minded, he was ac-
tive as much as he could be although not 
that mobile, but he never gave up. 
   Over the years I have been impressed 
with his ability to remember and rec-
ognize his students when he would see 
them.  When we were out, he was almost 
always greeted by a former student, very 
seldom he would he ask me, tell me who
that is; and he would then remember that 
person as well.  

Brown's Plumbing, economic times were 
hard then not possible.
  Last but not least I, Ed, the writer, I 
have Mucho stories to tell. Here’s a 
couple.  I have always had fun  telling 
folks that “in my class I was voted the 
least likely to succeed.”  I don’t know, 
but it may even be true. As usual, Ralph 
laughed at that statement.  It has always 
brought laughter, while I don’t know IF 
they think it’s funny or if they believe it.  
   I was usually the biggest duck in the 
puddle when it came to shenanigans 
around the school.  However, I will go 
on record that it wasn’t me that smeared 
limburger cheese on the schools heating 
radiators, although, I was in the usual 
suspect pool, I was in the area.  NO ONE 
was ever caught and to this day, most be-
lieved it was JD Havenner. 
   Why? JD took the fall so we could all 
go home since the day had been can-
celled, the smell doncha know. My evi-
dence is that JD DID NOT DO IT!  They  
were not going to let some of us out of 
class until they knew who it did do it, 
thus JD fell on the sword, we all got to 
go home.  I know who performed the act 
but I am sworn to secrecy.  AND really 
folks, the statute of limitations has been 
over for well over 60 years! What an in-
teresting day that was, lots of fun and 
laughs and a little sweat. 
   And the last is one of my personal 
notes, I could write a complete article on 
the subject but this: He didn’t need to, 
but he thanked me each and every time 
we went out, or when I would go by and 
see him.  He always asks about my wife 
and tells me “You better be good to her,” 
He just loved Pat and like  the rest of us, 
she loved him. One day she compliment-
ed him on his appearance and the way he 
was always dressed.
   I was talking to him one day, years 
ago, before our real friendship and 
lunches, just a chance encounter on the 
Mill Creek Trail. I was on my bicycle, he 
was walking. I stopped (of course) when 
I saw him, and we had a conversation. 
He told me  “how proud he was of me 
and John Douglas having had a career 
in law enforcement. “You were the only 
two, he said.”
   Another story is, being a young smart 
ass, I made a paddle for Mr. D who used 
something of that nature from time to 
time, corporal punishment I think it’s 
called.  So, I made this big thick painted 
monogrammed wooden paddle, I pre-
sented it to him during class.  I was smil-
ing, thinking I was one up on him.  Welp. 
That didn’t work out so good because he 
had me bend over and he gave it a try, 
more than once, it was a memorable mo-
ment.
     A Ralph Dennis note is in my senior 
high school annual.  “Eddie, you never 
really worked hard this year, and by the 
way, just how many girls did you thrill 
this year.  I lost count after the first six 
weeks, (signed) best wishes, Ralph Den-
nis.” I wish, at the time, I had known
this information!  He knew me better 
than I did. 
   The funeral will be held Friday, 
December the 15th, 2023,   2 PM at 
Grace United Methodist Church, 
Olathe, Kansas.
  11485 S Ridgeview Rd, Olathe, KS 
66061 · (913) 859-0111
Visitation:
   Visitation to follow the service.

we thought.
Coffee Prevents 

Cirrhosis
   Recent studies show that drinking 
a cup o' joe each morning may 
prevent the onset of liver disease. 
A scarred liver is a damaged liver; 
over time, those scars become stiffer 
and lose function. Cirrhosis occurs 
slowly, over a long period of time, 
and can be measured by how “stiff” 
these scars become. The more scar 
tissue your liver contains, the more 
likely you are to head toward liver 
failure. Infections like hepatitis, 
chronic alcohol ingestion, and even 
chronic use of medications can all 
lead to cirrhosis in the liver.
   Researchers studied diets 
(specifically how much tea and coffee 
people drank) and then measured how 
stiff each patient’s liver tissue was 
before and after regular ingestion. 
They found that people who drink 
three or more cups of coffee every 
day have significantly lower stiffness 
in their liver, and thus, achieve better 
liver function.

Reduces Risk of 
Heart Disease

  There’s an old wive's tale that coffee 
increases the risk of heart disease, 
but a little bit of coffee isn’t a bad 
thing for your heart. Enjoying coffee 
every day makes your heart more 
active. As long as you’re healthy 
and don’t have any pre-existing 
cardiovascular conditions, that extra 
activity prevents gunk from clogging 
up your valves.
Alleviates Depression

   Anything that releases dopamine 
into your system significantly boosts 
your mood. That’s why it’s called the 
“feel good chemical.” And when it 
comes to dopamine-boosting drinks, 
few do it as safely and reliably as 
your favorite brew.
   Coffee has an almost immediate 
effect on feel-good chemicals in the 
brain, so for most people, it can and 
will help you prevent or fight off mild 
cases of the blues. Just be careful not 
to exceed more than a few cups a day 
or you could find yourself anxious 
from the caffeine.
  So, enjoy your coffee. This is one of 
those pleasures that doesn’t have to 
be a guilty one.

Three Big Benefits of Coffee
(Continued from Page 1))

 

 Pictures of Mr Ralph Dennis who died recently. Dennis is said by many to 
have been the best, the most influential, the most beloved, the most helpful
person (and not their parent) in their entire lives. His memorial service is 
Friday, December 15, 2 PM at  Grace United Methodist, Olathe at 11485 
South Ridgeview, which is north of Santa Fe about three miles. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
A wealthy ninety year old tycoon is meet-
ing with his financial advisor. The advi-
sor is very excited and tells the old man. 
“ I just found out about an investment I 
can make for you which will double your 
money in just five years!”
“Five years? Are you kidding?” exclaims 
the old man. “At my age, I don’t even buy 
green bananas!”
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

         Puns of Fun Funny's
          (serialized puns from DA)
I’ve started telling everyone about the 
benefits of eating dried grapes. It’s all 
about raisin awareness.
I’ve started investing in stocks: beef, veg-
etable, chicken. One day I hope to be a 
bouillianaire. 
If you boil a funny bone, it becomes a 
laughing stock. Now that’s humerus.
I accidentally rubbed ketchup in my eyes. 
Now I have Heinzsight.
Did you know muffins spelled backwards 
is what you do when you take them out of 
the oven. 
 
I was walking in the jungle and saw a liz-
ard on his hind legs telling jokes. I turned 
to a local tribal leader and said, “That liz-
ard is really funny!” He replied, “That’s 
not a lizard. He’s a stand-up chameleon.” 
I tried to come up with a carpentry pun 
that woodwork. I thought I nailed it but 
nobody saw it. 
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    This Quarter-Page Olathe
    Public Schools 2022-23 

 Olathe Public Schools 2022-2023 Anonymous

The Sawyers'
 Living on Wheels 

for 21 Years 

    The Fun Forester
            (Continued from page 1)

Home to USA’s Last
 Stagecoach Stop

   Wreaths Across America                
(Continued from Page 1)

   Jenny Chasteen Book
            (Continued from Page 1)

B&W Tackle
625 Main Street
Wellsville,Kansas,66092

 (913) 709-5493
      Hours of Operation:
      Monday-Sunday 
          7AM-7PM

LIVE BAIT! AND 
MORE!!

 Web Site
www.BandWTackle.com

 Facebook Page - 
        B & W Tackle
Email 
BandWTackle@gmail.com

 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
We were celebrating the 100th an-
niversary of our church, and several 
former pastors and the bishop were in 
attendance. At one point, our minister 
had the children gather at the altar for 
a talk about the importance of the day. 
He began by asking, "Does anyone 
know what the bishop does?" There 
was silence. Finally, one little boy an-
swered gravely, "He's the one you can 
move diagonally."

            Founded december 15, 1923

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today .....
Happiness is not the absence of prob-
lems;
it's the ability to deal with them.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
  A man is observing two council em-
ployees at work in a local park
   One worker digs a hole, moves a few 
meters, then digs another hole, and 
so on. Meanwhile, the second worker 
promptly fills in all the holes the first 
worker has just dug.
   The man becomes livid and approach-
es them, and says, "I am going to write 
a complaint to the council about this ab-
surdity - you're just digging holes and 
immediately filling them in! It's dis-
graceful!"
    "Hold on," one of the workers re-
sponds, "It's not our fault that Charlie is 
sick today."
    "Who's Charlie?" the man inquires.
   "He's the guy who plants the trees," 
comes the reply.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
   When my son, Jared, began spending 
lots of time in the Internet chat rooms, 
I worried that his grades would suffer. 
I made him promise to do schoolwork 
until I returned home at 5 p.m.
  One day at 4:30 I decided to check 
up on him.
  Using my office computer, I went 
on-line and entered his favorite chat 
room. To my dismay I saw Jared's 
name among the list of current par-
ticipants and immediately decided 
to teach him a lesson in front of his 
cyber friends. "Jared," I typed, "this 
is your mother, and you are grounded 
for two weeks!"
   "Hi, Mrs. Beyeler," came a reply. 
"This is David. Jared's doing home-
work right now, and he said I could 
use his computer. But I'll be sure to let 
him know that he's been grounded."

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

 S
ta

rt

You can order online at www.byrdspecans.
com, we will ship the same day if order is re-
ceived by 10am or you can call 660-679-5583 
for custom pricing.   We are open Monday thru 
Saturday 9am-5pm.  1 pound bag of Medium 
and Large halves is $12-- BEST SELLER!

We also MAKE our own PECAN OIL and 
CANDIED PECANS!

Custom Crack, Shell and Blow your pecans 
for 75 cents/lb. 

Thanks for supporting our family pecan 
farm! 

 

  Look for Church, Virginia Sign, 
we  are there 

                      1-660-679-5583

As we decorate with red, I am reminded 
of this priceless gift that Jesus gave us.
    Green has always been my favorite 
color. The evergreen trees we use for 
Christmas are always pointing upward 
towards the heavens. The evergreens 
that we see in our yards and along the 
road remind us of His loving presence 
year-round.
  The gold always makes things looks so 
elegant. It is a Christmas  color that re-
minds us of the rich gifts that the wise 
men brought to Jesus.
  When Stephanie was little, I asked her 
what she thought my favorite Christmas 
color was. Without hesitation she said,
“Blue!” Naturally, I wondered why she 
would think that but her  reasoning was 
simple: “When the Blue-Light comes on 
at K- Mart, it means we can buy more 
Christmas presents!”
  Well there is no more K-Mart and the 
Blue-light specials but the  traditional 
colors will hold on forever.

   

      From All of Us at Byrd's Pecan Farm           

  8000 Hwy 52     Butler, Missouri 64730
 
Off US Interstate 49, take Amoret exit, take
US Hwy 52. Look for church & Virginia sign
                             We are there. 

meant the delivery of cold, ready-to-
cook turkey would have a very small 
carbon footprint.
   Now, let me tell you how I deal with 
a whole turkey to cook. I gag! I have a 
very real and strong gag- reflex when the 
food I am preparing is easily identifiable 
as the animated animal it was. To stick 
my hand into the gutted carcass just 
about does me in. A decade or so ago 
my children witnessed and  recorded my 
attempt at preparing a whole turkey for 
Thanksgiving. It is now family lore with 
visuals.
   Always a big laugh. I even had my sis-
ter on the phone to help talk me through 
it (I think she is why there is a record-
ing), though I remember a LOT of stifled 
laughter on her part.
  So, for me to order a heritage turkey, 
which I witnessed via video posts live its 
best life before I cooked its carcass, was 
very out of character for me. As the date 
of pickup neared, my trepidation and 
anxiety increased. 
   What had I done to myself? I must have 
been crazy! The day before Thanksgiv-
ing I met the farmers with a smile plas-
tered on my face a goodwill gift of red-
bud jelly in hand, and turned over my 
debit card to pay the remaining debt.   
   The wife gave me a grateful hug and 
the husband handed me the  cold, dead 
turkey to take home. I had sticker shock 
and took the bag to my car thinking, “I’d 
better get  this one right!”.
   In the end, after much research on how 
to cook a heritage turkey (different from 
the usual), I braved the process alone. I 
used herbs from my garden to dress it, 
and had already made a lot of the side 
dishes, so  was able to keep a keen eye 
on the high-temp cooking and basting. 
  Then, after it rested, I even carved it  
myself. Not once did I gag, not even 
while removing the rest of the meat 
from the carcass. It seemed so  natural, 
and though I was confused, I was very 
pleased with myself. Even my husband 
said how very  (positively) impressed he 
was.
   Will I do this again? Perhaps with a 
turkey breast or the thighs.
                Happy gobbling!

Gail Sawyer
Wed, Sep 27, 5:40 PM (23 hours ago)
to me

Remember some of them, Good ole 
Days;  Do you remember this sign? "A 
man a miss, a car a curve, he kissed the 
miss and missed the curve"   BURMA 
SHAVE SIGNS ON HIGHWAYS

Starting at 5 PM 

Tennessee Ernie & 
Tim Conway show.

  Fran & I  went to see some friends 
and her brother in California and de-
cided to go to Hollywood and see the 
Tennessee Ernie Ford show. He had 
an excellent show and later in the 
show he had them bring a horse on 
to the stage and apparently the horse 
was a little nervous and the horse cut 
loose and peed all over the stage. Ten-
nessee  Ernie Ford stepped back and 
then said "Well everything is work-
ing" . The stage attendants had to 
come out and mop the stage before the 
show continued.
  Later we went to another show in 
Hollywood and saw the Tim Conway 
show. Tim Conway is the funniest en-
tertainer we have ever seen. During 
this show he came out and appeared 
to be looking out the window of a 
large freezer, and his beard was frosty 
white from being in the Freezer. Af-
ter this show we went to see how they 
made movies where rocks were roll-
ing down the hill in movies and how 
they made it rain during a movie.
   For rocks rolling down the side of a 
mountain, they used big sponge balls 
rolling down the hill. They made it 
rain by having a overhead sprinkler 
system above where they were making 
the movie.

of acidity. 
    Using vinegar is a great way to avoid 
the use of harmful chemicals, to be more 
friendly to the environment and is en-
tirely more economical than store-bought 
cleaning products.
   Here are some great tips on how to use 
vinegar around the house.
Try out some of these solutions and vin-
egar will never just be a salad dressing 
again!
For Appliances:
2. Remove soap scum and mold from the 
washing machine
Once a month, add 1 cup white vinegar to 
the washing machine and run it on a hot 
cycle without any clothes.
3. Clean rust from tools and bolts
Soak the rusted tool in white vinegar 
overnight, and when you wake up in the 

Versatile Vingegar Verses 
            (Continued from Page 1)

morning, the rust will have disappeared!
4. Keep the garbage disposal smelling 
fresh and clean  Mix one cup of vinegar 
with water and fill up an ice cube tray. 
Freeze the mixture overnight, then put the 
cubes in the garbage disposal and grind 
them up. Flush down the ground cubes 
with cold water to finish.
In the Kitchen:
5. Remove stubborn stains from cups and 
pots Fill up the stained cups and pots with 
vinegar overnight, then rinse with hot 
soapy water in the morning.
6. Prevent misty spots on glassware
Place a cup of white vinegar in the bottom 
of the dishwasher and run it for 5 minutes, 
and then for a full cycle. You can add a cup 
of white vinegar through an entire cycle 
once a month to reduce soap scum.
7. Eliminate odors in used jars
Clean out the peanut butter or mayonnaise 
jars with white vinegar to remove any odor.
For Fabrics:

Remembrance Wreaths on the graves 
of our Country's Deceased Heroes.
   On Saturday, December 16,  2023 
at 11:00 A.M. at 83rd & Quivira graves 
of Veterans will be given a wreath.  
  Volunteers are desperately needed to 
assist us in placing the wreaths.
  Together we can ensure our Veter-
ans legacy lives on in our hearts and 
minds. Join us in saying "thank you"
   For more information, please call 
George White at (586)-329-9757 or 
J.D Call Grand Knight at Holy Trin-
ity Catholic Church (913)961-1450

conservatory program
 21-year-old Jenny Chasteen, local 
homeschool graduate and senior student 
at The Author Conservatory.
   Book launch party providing photo and 
video opportunity as Jenny signs books, 
answers questions, and mingles with the 
Kansas City community.
  Olathe Indian Creek Library, 16100 W. 
135th St., Olathe, KS 66062 , 6:30-7:30 
pm, Wednesday, December 6th, 2023
   Discover the next generation of Olathe. 
Local girl is preparing to graduate from 
a three-year conservatory program for 
gifted writers and is releasing her first 
book, Voices of the Future, a showcase 
collection featuring nine rising young 
creatives.
   For more information on Jenny’s Book 
Launch Party or to attend the event, 
please contact Jenny Chasteen at 
jenny.chasteen02@gmail.com  



NIELSON 
“The kindest, gentlest, 

friendliest, & most
personable dentist 

ever..and I’ve seen  a 
bunch.”..“
Keith E. Johnson -
Publisher 

-Johnson’s County
 Gazette-

 Family 
Dentistry 

Donald C. Nielson,  
DDS

1500 Indian Creek Pkwy
   Suite 100 

(Just north of Santa Fe &MurLen
     two traffic lights, turn 

     right)  Olathe, Ks 66062

  (913) 829-8700

FAMILY DENTISTRYFAMILY DENTISTRY

Gina is the best in the Midwest at what she does......KEJ
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    Clif’s Outdoor
     913-300-1657, 
FALL  SERVICES Care 
Customers 2023    LEAF 
CLEANUP. Tree Trimming, Reseeding     
  AERATING,   VERTICUTTING,
Fertilizing,   MOWING,  SHRUB

  TRIMMING & EXTRACTION,     
HAULING, GUTTER CLEANING   

  Complete Fall CareComplete Fall Care

Retired USAF Captain Clif Geis needs    
Fall  Service customers for leaf cleanup, 
lawn seeding, fertilizing,hauling,  mows 
yards, treat yards,trees, shrubs in Olathe 
and surrounding areas for his livelihood. 
He does great work, call him at 913-300-
1657. Tell  him the Gazette sent you.   

Foundation Recovery

          

Wes McCoy

 * Mowing * Bushes * Deck
 *Outdoor CleanUp *Staining
   * Raking, Bagging Leaves
* Miscellaneous Chores
 * Big Family, I Need the Work
  
       Doug Keling 

 Gazette Area Auction & Farm Production Sales Corner   

                   Dave Highfill
         Account Representative
      
   * Over 30 Years in Advertising
       * Display & Classified Ads
                913-937-1010
        
       Johnson’s County Gazette 

Gazette Sales Representative

 Clif Needs A Helper, Call Him
flexible hours, part-time, competitive pay

Mowing, Yard Work

Clif’s Outdoor
        913-300-1657
  Accepting New Lawn
Care Customers,2021 
Residential, Field Mowing
  Trees,  Shrubs,Trimming
Removal, Gutter CleanSNOW REMOVALSNOW REMOVAL

SNOW REMOVALSNOW REMOVAL

 913-406-6037,  Text Me if Possible

 Odd Jobs,Inc.
Doug Kieler - Owner 

Romans 10: 9,10

No Job Too 
Small, We Want 
to Help You!

* Misc. Yard Jobs    
* Minor Plbg, Elect
*Interior Clean
*Painting, Scraping
*Ladder Work
*Gutters,  Yard Work
*Hauling,Disposal
*Water Blasting

*Water Blasting
*MinorCarpntry
*Window Clean
*Spraying Bugs
*Oil Changes
*Car,Van, Clean
*Move In-Out

Odd Jobs, IncOdd Jobs, IncProfessional Home DesignerProfessional Home Designer
   turning good ideas into                       913-856-7735    
     great places to live

        
   Lynn Pitts                          Lynmar & Associate Designers, LLC.

   (913) 856-7735 Work
    lynmarplans@gmail.com

turning good ideas into 
great places to live

  ol

HomeGrown MicroGreens Landscaper Needs Helpers 
  Small company needs new lawn customers 
for the season. We are in desperate need of 

  Helpers to Do  Lawn 
Landscaping   & Tree Work

    Generous Pay 913-300-1657

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
When I asked my boss for a 
salary rise because I was doing 
the work of three men.
He said he couldn't increase my 
pay, but if I told him the names 
of the three men he'd fire them.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today .....
When you start taking care of yourself 
you start feeling better,
you start looking better and you start to 
attract better.
It all starts with you.

Dave S
ays

"Run M
e

    A
gain

!"

   DECEMBER     16TH & 17TH
                  SATURDAY & SUNDAY EVENING

from Barbara L. cooney book 
she gave me 

Thought For The Day – Any dog 
can be a guide dog if you don’t 
care where you’re going. 
Jerry Walter 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Bernie and Esther were not the 
most religious Jews and in fact 
they really only went to Temple 
once a year. 
As they were leaving the Temple, 
the Rabbi said, "Bernie, it sure 
would be nice to see you and Es-
ther here more than once a year!" 
"I know," replied Bernie, "but at 
least we keep the Ten Command-
ments." 
"That's great," the Rabbi said. 
"I'm glad to hear that you keep the 
Commandments." 
"Yep," Bernie said proudly, "Es-
ther keeps six of them and I keep 
the other four." 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

         Personal Care
  Meals & Nutrition
      Memory Care
    Hospice Support
        VA Services

            Deborah Wright
    Client Care Coordinator
            913-962-6500
 Deborah.wright@homeinstead.com                 Av Home Care Services. LLC
     9331  W. 87th Street
    Overland Park, KS 66212
 HomeInstead.com/102

 

The Power of Government
Pythagorean theorem: 24 Words
 The Lord's Prayer: 66 Words
 Archimedes' Principle: 67 Words
 The 10 Commandments: 179 Words
 The Gettysburg Address: 286 
Words
 The Declaration of Independence: 
1,300 Words
 The U. S. Government regula-
tions on the sale of cabbage: 26,911 
Words

  Call Now 913-888-3110             (913) 305-6498
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  Gazette Sports                     

Gazette Sports Editor 
david  hiGhfill        

  

Jesse Johnson     Fixd4ukc@gmail.com

APPLIANCE REPAIR
       913-439-7759
    In-Home Appliance Repairs
       and HVAC Maintenance     * Commercial -
         * Residential 
             *Insured LLC
            913-439-7759

Being in the Midwest has 
meant thousands of trains 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today .....
Love is nothing without action.
Trust is nothing without proof.
And sorry is nothing without change.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

 

   Ann & I have lived at 1616 E. Sunvale Drive in 
Old Havencroft since 1991. We have touched up the 
paint here and there, but sadly, realistically, being 
self-employed, busy as  a beaver has meant, I  haven't 
had time for preventative  maintenance. 
  This is where third generation, long-time family
friend Sean Trammell and his crews comes in.
"Keith, it's been a long time since we painted 
your house, do ya want a bid?"  "Yes, sure", I said. 
  What happened next, after they arrived was the
most conscientious, thorough-going transformation 
of our long neglected ranch to a brand-new looking 
house!  
  First, they carefully removed everything that needed 
to be moved, plants, trellises, broken downspouts, 
damaged gutters, rotten fascia  boards, et al.  Then, 
they power-washed. That alone made me feel better 
about our home. It was amazing what dirt & fading 
had done over those many, many years. 
  Then, when dry, the courteous, thoughtful crewmen
started the over 300 hundred or more feet of caulking, 
patching, replacing hardware, and more.
   Then, they removed windows, masked everything 
off and began the brushing, the spraying and the trim 
paint. I told the crew members they were not paint-
ers, they were  truly ARTISTS fully  restoring a 1967 
vintage house to its former elegance. I rest my case.
   If you're ready for the Best at a Reasonable Price,
do yourself and your home a favor, call Sean today!

 

 Keith & Ann Johnson 

  Pub Note: Our esteemed Sports Editor 
David Highfill endeavors to try to get 
all area schools to send us their sports 
news items. All are contacted, but few 
respond. If you're wondering why your 
school is not represented, it is most like-
ly because the people in charge of send-
ing out news items have not responded 
to  our pleas.
  The Gazette regrets that, as we have no  
favorites to run here. When people send 
us their news, we do everything we can 
to run it.  KEJ

                         Principal Orin Swift also attended the reunion event,
                         as did one of their 5th grade teachers, Mrs. Gilmore

 

Dave Says
"Run Me
    Again!"

from Barbara L. cooney book 
she gave me 

   'Blazers defeat Derby 22-19
by Dave Highfill,Gazette Sports
   Overcoming snowy conditions and 
a two-touchdown deficit the Gardner 
Edgerton Blazers defeated Derby 22-
19 and brought back the school's first 
state football title from Welch Stadi-
um in Emporia Nov. 25.
   The win erased some of the heart-
break of a 21-20, 2 OT loss to Man-
hattan in last year's state matchup and 
made Gardner Edgerton a real force 
in 6A state football.
  ''Our players never wavered or lost 
confidence,'' said Coach Jesse Owen. 
They showed championship charac-
teristics to come back from a 13-point 
deficit and finish the game the way 
they did. I am so proud for them and 
the community.''
   Owen added,''Our season started 
on this field a year ago as we watched 
Manhattan celebrate. We made a 
commitment to 'Go Beyond' and get 
back here.''
   From that point on Gardner Edger-
ton devoted countless hours of work 
to secure a return trip to state and flip 
the 2022 outcome.
   GEHS accomplished that goal with 
the 22-19 win over Derby.
Junior quarterback Bravin Powell 
summed up the team's feelings about 
getting the job done at state.
  ''Unreal, only way to describe it,'' 
said Powell. It feels great to do this 
as a team and for a community that 
cares so much.''
   Powell finished with 105 rushing 
yards and two touchdowns as well as 
104 passing yards, and a score. He 
also had a  two-point conversion. 
   Trailing 13-0 Powell brought the 
Blazers within 13-7 with a spinning 
5-yard touchdown run  2 minutes and 
52 seconds before halftime.
   The Blazers went up 14-13 late in 
the third quarter when Powell found 
senior Colton Hawkinson on a nice 
65-yard TD strike. That changed the 
momentum and the Blazer defense 

dug in.
  Senior Mark Debiak blocked a punt 
and GEHS took possession again in 
Derby territory. Powell quickly found 
the end zone on a 27-yard keeper and 
converted the 2-pointer to give GEHS 
22-13 lead.
  Derby answered minutes later on  
Derek Hubbard TD run but the Blazer 
defense tightened and secured the vic-
tory.
  ''This one is for our seniors, said Pow-
ell. We came back and got job done.''
   Seniors finishing their high school 
careers with a State Title were Mark 
Debiak, Dylan Butash, Randy Single-
ton, Colton Hawkinson, Martin Elijah 
Porter, Cameron Porter, Mason Shoe-
maker, Daryus Williams, David Tor-
res Rivera, Grant Ellis, Spencer Eas-
ley, Landon Dugan, Eithan Kodger, 
Dawson Kindler, Thomas Savasten, 
Jimmy Tellez-Munoz, Mathieu Re-
imer, Gabriel James, Kolton Coons, 
Serge Otiankouya, Ethan Whittley, 
Kristopher Markos, Blake Weese, 
Max Nichols and Edward Espinosa.
  ''Our players and coaches were ter-
rific this season, said Owen. I am so 
proud and happy for the kids and this 
community.
  Our community is so supportive and 
we are happy to bring home the title 
to them.''
   
  GEHS stats
Rushing-Powell 10-105
Butash 17-67
Martin 3-2
Singleton 1 -2
  Passing 
Powell 4-7 104 yds
 Receiving
Hawkinson 1-65-1TD
Ellis 2 -33
Butash 1-6

    2023 Gardner Edgerton    
Wins School's First 
State Football  Title 

   'Blazers Defeat Derby    
22-19'

Gazette Sports Glances 
  by Dave Highfill, Gazette Sports
  Congratulations to Gardner Edg-
erton, St. Thomas Aquinas and 
Mill Valley on capturing state 
football titles this past weekend!
  For GEHS the win over perennial 
power Derby eased the heartbreak 
of last year's 21-20, 2 OT state title 
loss to Manhattan. The Blazers 
went beyond with hard work and 
commitment and gave the com-
munity and school its first state 
football championship. Congrats 
Coach Jesse Owen and staff.
  In 5A football Mill Valley con-
tinued its dynasty chalking up a 
5th straight state title.
 The Jags rolled past Kapaun Mt. 
Carmel 62-37 to claim another 
title-all under Head Coach Joel 
Applebee.
  A week ago Valley needed last 
second heroics to  earn a thrilling 
48-47 victory over Blue Valley 
Southwest.
  In 4A state football the Saints 
of St. Thomas Aquinas won their 
second state  football title in 
school history with a convincing 
35-7 win over Andover Central at  
Topeka's Hummer Sports Park.
The Saints return to 5A football 
next season. 
Congrats to all 3 teams from the 
Joco Gazette!!

Enjoy The Football Season '23

Advisory, Folks!
 We have been told by their victim-

ized customers that there are some 
roofing, electrical, heating and cool-
ing,  and plumbing companies operat-
ing in the area that are ripping people 
off big time. 
Make sure you get plenty of refer-

ences on whomever you use for these 
and other big jobs.
 Some trades teach their employees,  

to pad their invoices (bills) with all 
kinds of work and parts that were 
either unnecessary or outright lied 
about. 
 Several people who worked for  

these crooks said they only lasted a 
short time, because they could not 
ethically scam people. 
  I shudder when I drive by a house 

and see a truck belonging to some of 
the companies I have heard about. If 
you can find a local small-time  op-
erator who knows everybody and 
cannot afford to be dishonest, contact 
them. The longer you live in an area 
the more you learn who to call and 
who not to call. 
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    Keller-Williams
Contact 
Steve Hougland at 913-449-9920
    Suzy Lowe at  913-927-3416
 Allison Hougland 913-709-0945
         Full-Time Professionals 

OLATHE   AREA 
EXPERTS 

If you’re on a business trip, you might end your days feeling 
lonely or stressed, and a long vacation could start to get exhaust-
ing. Anchor yourself by looking at a photo of someone you love 
to remind yourself of home. Read more tips for a great hotel 
stay –– you can never have too many!

The Hougland 
   Team

    Steve Hougland           Susan Lowe                Allison Hougland

Johnson County’s Only Locally-Owned Newspaper for 48 Years               December 1, 2023

   "Ann and I used Steve Hougland for two
recent real estate transactions and were 
very pleased with how everything went.

We recommend him and his two associates" KEJ

Hotel Travel Safety Tips
(Continued from Page 1),

Always Watch for Red Light and 
Stop Sign Runners and Terrible 
Drivers Who Don’t Have a Clue

 Start

An old, blind marine wanders into an 
all-girl biker bar by mistake. He finds his 
way to a bar stool and orders a shot of Jack 
Daniels.  After sitting there for a while, he 
yells to the bartender, ‘hey, you Wanna 
hear a blonde joKe?’
The bar immediately falls absolutely silent.
In a very deep, husky voice, the woman next to him says,
‘Before you tell that joke I think it is only fair, given that you are blind, that you 
should know five things:
1. The bartender is a blonde girl with a baseball bat.
2. The bouncer is a blonde girl.
3. I’m a 6-foot tall, 175-pound blonde woman with a black belt in karate.
4. The woman sitting next to me is blonde and a professional weight lifter.
5. The lady to your right is blonde and a professional wrestler.
Now, think about it seriously, do you still wanna tell that blonde joke?’
The blind marine thinks for a second, shakes his head and mutters, ‘no…not iF 
i’m Gonna have to explain it Five times.’
Humor sent in by Tom Marsh

  If you have been reading this column for a while you know we are big 
on traditions! Thanksgiving is usually the full-on Turkey and Ham with 
all the trimmings. Sometimes we have friends over and sometimes we 
have extended family. The kids eat 2 or 3 of the items and fill up on rolls. 
They can’t stand green bean casserole and don’t understand why anyone 
would eat pie. All the work that goes into the Thanksgiving meal is not 
enjoyed. Not to mention all the clean up and leftovers.

  We needed to shake things up. So…

  My daughter and grandchildren met me in Destin, Florida for Thanks-
giving. As Mom and Grandma kicked back watching the kids maneuver 
the waves and holler out to them to come back closer to shore, we real-
ized just how relaxing and relatively stress free this time with family was. 
The boogie board was a hit – the sandcastle forms and shovel provided 
an amazing amount of fun. Each of them took a turn being buried in the 
sand. Once they had worn themselves out in the waves, we went back to 
the condo pool for more outdoor fun.

  The weather was great Monday thru Wednesday. Thanksgiving was the 
perfect day to do “dry land” tourist things. We went to the boardwalk. 
Most of the shops were closed for the holiday. The most important part 
was the Dolphin Boat expeditions were open. I convinced everyone to 
bring a jacket or at least wear long sleeves, so we were more comfortable 
than not. It was chilly on the water. The dolphins did what dolphins do 
and entertained us either by leaping out of the water or just showing us 
enough of themselves to keep our eyes glued to the water for them. After 
the boat we were able to have dinner on the coast watching the water. We 
ordered from a menu and didn’t have to clean up anything when it was 
over!

   I don’t know if Destin will become a tradition for our family Thanksgiv-
ing. Next time, I think we should upgrade to an all-inclusive resort, so we 
don’t have ANY cooking or cleaning up!

  For now – it’s back to work! I have a condo going on the market this 
week in Prairie Village and a gorgeous home with a pool in Olathe next 
week. How can we help you with Real Estate this week? Give us a call!
 Allison Hougland wrote this item for us... great job, Allison !!

Luxury white bedroom in antique 
style with rich decor and bedside lamps
A Victorian B&B might be charming, 

personal, and romantic—but it also 
probably has allergens and dust hid-
ing in the rooms and lounges. A clean, 
modern hotel is a better option if you’re 
worried about getting sick. Find out 13 
more ways your hotel room is making 
you sick.
Opt for hotels over motels
It’s easier to steal from a room when 

thieves don’t have to go through a lob-
by first. Plus, if your bedroom opens 
to the outside, you’re literally opening 
your door to dirt and allergens. Check 
out the real differences between hotels 
and motels.
Book an allergy-free room
Sleeping woman cover face with blan-

ket flat lay. Close-up of young women, 
sleeping under white blanket and cov-
ering half face.
Some hotels offer rooms designed to 

reduce the amount of allergens like 
dust mites. Even those without aller-
gies could benefit if you tend to catch 
colds and flus easily. If your hotel 
doesn’t offer a separate room, check if 
it stocks allergy packs with items like 
mattress covers, special pillows, and 
face masks.
Keep your room number secret
Avoid physical attacks by making 

sure the person at the front desk doesn’t 
announce your room number out loud. 
Request that the employee write the 
number down instead. You should also 
test whether the hotel gives out room 
numbers. Use your cell phone to call 
the front desk, then pretend you’re a 
friend asking what room number they 
gave you. If they give it out freely, 
that’s a red flag.
These are secrets hotel receptionists 

won’t tell you.
Check for bedbugs
bed bugs
Even the best hotels can end up with 

bedbugs, especially with growing pes-
ticide resistance. Avoid those itchy 
bumps by examining for the bugs be-
fore you unpack. Quickly pull away the 
comforter, and watch for brown bugs 
that are about the size of an apple seed 
scampering away. Take a close look at 
the pillows, mattress liners, and mat-
tress seams for bugs or bloodstains. If 
you see anything questionable, ask for 
another room, and do another search 
there.

Double check for bedbugs at home
Someone is packing clothes in bag-

gage. It does help to reduce wrinkling.
  When you get back from your trip, 

head to the laundry room to check your 
luggage for signs of bedbugs. If you see 
any signs, toss the clothes straight into 
the wash, and follow up in the dryer on 
high heat for at least 15 minutes. Items 

(continues at right)

that can’t be washed can be put in the 
freezer for a couple of days. Those 
nasty bugs won’t be able to survive the 
extreme temperatures.
Pack your own sheets
Hotel sheets could be crawling with 

dust mites, allergens, and germs. 
Throw your own sheet over the bed-
spread so you’re not exposed to those 
irritants.
Wear long sleeves
Another easy way to avoid contact 

with the bedding is to pack pajamas 
with long sleeves and long pants. A 
pair of light socks will help even more.
Use your bed only to sleep
If you’re watching TV or working 

on your laptop, shift over to the desk 
or chair in your hotel room. It’s more 
hygienic, plus you’ll probably have an 
easier time falling asleep once bedtime 
rolls around.
Put up the “do not disturb” sign
A sign with “please make up room” is 

basically an announcement to thieves 
that you’re not there. Hang the “do 
not disturb” one instead to fake it that 
you’re still around. Call housekeeping 
to let them know they should still make 
up your room while you’re out.
Use the main entrance
   Instead of using side doors when 

you return to your room at night, go 
through the main lobby. You might 
be farther from your room, but you’ll 
have the extra security of employees’ 
eyes on you and anyone who follows 
you in.
Don’t forget the fitness facilities
  If you’re staying longer than a few 

days, make sure your lodging has a 
workout room or pool. Now promise 
yourself you’ll take advantage so you 
can reduce the stiffness you get when 
traveling. Plus, you can indulge at the 
breakfast buffet or with wedding cake 
without stressing about added pounds.
Light a candle
  A fragrant candle will smell much 

more pleasing than that stale hotel 
room scent, giving you some stress-
busting aromatherapy. Just blow it out 
before you leave the room or fall asleep 
so you don’t risk causing a fire.
Use a makeshift humidifier
The air in hotel rooms can be notori-

ously dry. If your room has a kitchen 
area, fill the teakettle with water and 
heat it on the stove. Let the steam es-
cape into the room until the water has 
almost all evaporated. Read about 
more hacks to stay healthy in your ho-
tel room.
Bring a pair of flip-flops
Wear rubber flip-flops in the bath-

room and on the carpet in your sleep-
ing area. They’re especially important 
in the pool area, where you could end 
up with a nasty fungal infection.
Don’t rely on the hotel alarm  
Pack your own battery-powered alarm 

clock or use your phone to wake you 
up in the morning. You’ll rest better if 
you don’t have to worry about whether 
you set the hotel’s clock right.
Avoid the hot tub
There’s a chance that hot tub is a 

breeding ground for bacteria such as 
the one that causes folliculitis, an in-
fection that creates itchy red bumps. 
Even the air can be disease-causing 
if bacteria in the water have contami-
nated it..

Stranger danger! When you hear a 
knock, look through the peephole or 
ask who’s there before opening your 
door. If you didn’t order room ser-
vice or the drop-in seems like an odd 
time, double check that the hotel sent 
someone by calling the front desk

    The Fun Forester
            (Continued from page 1)



Bev Wittenborn
“At Your Service Recipes” 

“At Your Service” Cookbooks are available for 
purchase at Feeney’s Hallmark, 

Mahaffie Heritage Center, Junque Drawer Boutique, &
 Rhoades Family Dentistry.   

Or contact me, Beverly Wittenborn, at 782-6442.

           Beverly  grew up on a farm in  
Carbondale, Ks., just south of Topeka, 

is a Kansas State graduate, in Home Eco-
nomics Education. She  is the Mother of 2 
sons, married to former TWA,  Ozark, and  
American Airlines Captain, US Air Force 
Lieutenant Colonel John Wittenborn; 
grandmother of three; who is a former 
Betty Crocker Award Winner and former 
Olathe Mayor Pro-Tem.  

Congrats*JC 122nd Old Settlers

  Gazette Culinary Cuisinartiste
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Wanted : Vintage Clothing 

"From Our Pastures, To Your Table"  

  

 

Expires 12/31/23

Expires 12/31/23

Expires 12/31/22

16138 W. 135th St
East Hours M-Thur 9-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.

jj  Hours at Hair Shop West 
Hours M-Th 8-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.

East Hours M-Thur 9-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.913-829-4868

   397-9888        397-8808 
             West Olathe Location
                131 N. Parker (K-7)
 K-7 & Santa Fe, Next to PriceChopper

             East Olathe Location
                16120 W. 135th St (near Kohls)
 SantaFe & Brougham-Next to Olathe Library

Offer Expires Dec 31,2024

Offer Expires Dec 31,2024

Offer Expires Dec 31,2024

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
There was a group of elderly 
women gathered at a seminar on 
how to live in a loving relation-
ship with your husband.
The old women were asked,
‘How many of you love your hus-
bands?’
All the old women raised their 
hands.
Then they were asked, ‘When was 
the last time you told your hus-
band you loved him?’
Some women answered today, 
some yesterday, some didn’t re-
member.~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
The women were then told to take 
their cell phones and send the 
following text to their respective 
husband: I love you, sweetheart.
Then the women were told to ex-
change phones and read the re-
sponding text messages.
Here are some of the replies:
1. Eh, mother of my children, are 
you sick?
2. What now? Did you crash the 
car again?
3. I don’t understand what you 
mean?
4. What did you do now? I won’t 
forgive you this time!!!
5. ????
6. Don’t beat about the bush, just 
tell me how much you need?
7. Am I dreaming? ???????
8. If you don’t tell me who this 
message is actually for, you will 
die today…!!!
9. I asked you not to drink any-
more.!
Last one is ultimate
10. Who is this?
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today .....
As long as you know your heart 
and intentions are pure,
don't explain yourself to anyone.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
When I was a little boy, I used to be 
afraid of the dark...
Now as an adult, I see the electric 
bill and I'm afraid of the light!
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

It’s Thanksgiving Day as I write this to beat the deadline for the DECEMBER 
1 st issue! Where did November go? As I’ve said before, we have much to be 
Thankful for! It’s too late for this reminder to do this task before Thanksgiv-
ing, but keep it in mind when planning for Christmas.
   “Don’t forget to turn your bathroom scales back 15 pounds Wednesday 
night at 1 AM for   Thanksgiving (December 24 th for Christmas)! “ Every 
time I try to eat healthy, along comes  Thanksgiving, Christmas, Summer, 
Friday, or Wednesday and ruins it for me!
   It’s December! Where has 2023 gone? Have your bought your 2024 calen-
dars yet? I have a monthly planner type calendar—that way I can see each 
day and week on the page, and not have to look at it on my phone screen like 
so many do! I’m Old when it comes to calendars!
   We just finished Giving Thanks for Thanksgiving 2023, and now it’s time 
to plan for all of the  December traditions that your family may have. There 
are other special days to remember in December besides December 25th . 
December 7th is Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. Also, Hannukah begins 
on December 8th and ends on December 15th . December 7th is Pearl Harbor  
Remembrance Day. December 21st is Winter Solstice---the days of the year 
with the fewest  hours of daylight and the beginning of winter, BUT the day-
light becomes longer and nights shorter to approach spring! Boxing Day is 
celebrated on different days in various countries starting on December 26th 
. December 26th is also when Kwanzaa begins. And we wrap up 2023 with 
New Years Eve! Think about Holiday gatherings with friends and family, 
Cookie Exchange,
   Advent Calendars, Memories of holidays past, and Cook! Decorate! There 
is a lot to get done in the time between Thanksgiving and the end of 2023. 
Get out your cookbooks and notebooks and your calendar and make a list of 
those special foods that you perhaps only make once a year—in December! 
Let’s charge on to December and those celebrations that you look forward to.  
   Start planning and making a list, and yes, checking it twice! Remember the 
Advent calendar. This is simple, count down the days in December leading 
up to Christmas Eve. There are all types of advent calendars available, but of 
I like the one with chocolate for the grandchildren to enjoy! 
  And yes, new in more recent years, the Elf on the Shelf! Go ahead and plan 
some of the traditional food and meals like you’ve always done in the past. 
What are some of your family recipes that say “tradition”? We have a lot in 
our German and Swiss family background. Anise cookies, Yes! English Tof-
fee, Yes! Sticky Buns, Yes!
  The recipes for this week have mostly to do with entertaining and snacking, 
whether it be with family, friends, or just yourself. (Remember we’re going 
to set our scales back 15 pounds before Christmas!) Crackers and cheese, 
snack mix, and spiced tea. Some of these winter traditions have been around 
for a long time. Start your holiday planning now! Before we know it, we’ll be 
celebrating New Year’s Eve and 2024!

Cranberry Jalapeno Cheese Spread
1 c. dried cranberries
½ c. packed brown sugar
½ c. orange juice
4 tsp. chopped seeded jalapeno pepper
1 Tbsp. lemon juice
1 tsp. grated orange peel
¼ tsp. Chinese five-spice powder
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese
Assorted crackers
In a small saucepan, combine the first 7 ingredients. Bring to a boil. Reduce 
heat; simmer, uncovered, for 10 minutes or until thickened. Remove from the 
heat; cool completely. In a large bowl, beat cream cheese until fluffy. Beat in 
cranberry mixture until blended. Serve with crackers.

Carol Abell

Holiday Snack Mix
3 c. Corn Chex
3 c. Rice Chex
3 c. Cheerios
2 c. small pretzels
2 c. dry roasted peanuts
1 (12 to 14 oz.) bag holiday M&M’s, plain
1 to 1 ½ lb. (1 block) white almond bark.
Mix cereal, pretzels, nuts, and candy together. Melt almond bark and pour 
over cereal mixture. Stir to coat and spread out on waxed paper. When cool, 
break up into small pieces. This burns quickly. It can be made in the micro-
wave, but stir every 15 seconds.

Judy Bradford
Cranberry Christmas Drink
1 (2 qt.) bottle cranberry juice
2 c. orange juice
2 c. sugar
6 Tbsp. lemon juice
3 cinnamon sticks
8 c. water
Combine all ingredients in a large crockpot. Heat and serve.

Andrea Cronin
Hot Cranberry Tea
4 c. water
1 ½ c. sugar
¾ c. red hots
15 cloves (in a tea ball)
1 qt. cranberry juice
1 small can orange juice
2/3 c. real lemon juice
4 c. fresh brewed tea
Heat first 4 ingredients, until dissolved. Add remainder of ingredients. 
Serve hot.
Beverly Wittenborn
The following recipe is one I got from my mother-in-law and her church 
cookbook, one of my  favorites!

Snax Mix
1 box Wheat Thins
1 box Cheese Nips
3 handfuls Bran Chex or Crispix
3 handfuls pretzels
1 pkg. Ranch dressing mix
½ tsp. garlic salt
½ tsp. dill weed
½ tsp. lemon pepper
½ lb. pecan halves
1 c. oil
Open a paper bag; place another one inside. Put all dry ingredients inside; 
shake  around. Then put in the cup of oil and immediately begin shaking 
it back and forth, up and  down, for 7 to 10 minutes. Bags will be oily after 
a while, but it will be okay. Pour out the mixture. Let dry a bit. Can put in 
plastic zip bags and freeze for use when needed.

“At Your Service” cookbooks are available for purchase at Feeney’s Hall-
mark, Mahaffie Heritage Center, Junque Drawer Boutique, and Rhoades 
Family Dentistry. Or contact me, Beverly Wittenborn, 913-269-6302 or 
782-6442.

 
  Caution !! 
Chimney Fires Are
Very Common ! 
Act Now to Prevent
 One in Your Chimney

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
  A little boy was teaching a 
little girl arithmetic, he said it 
was his mission.
  He kissed her once; he kissed 
her twice and said, "Now that's 
addition."
  In silent satisfaction, she 
sweetly gave the kisses back 
and said, "Now that's subtrac-
tion."
  Then he kissed her, she kissed 
him, without an explanation.
And both together smiled and 
said, "That's multiplication."
  Then her Dad appeared upon 
the scene and made a quick de-
cision.
  He kicked that boy three 
blocks away and said, "That's 
long division!"
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

 www.buycashmerepopcorn.com 
We're open 24/7
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Captain  Edward (Ed) Hayes (Ret.)

A Gazette Feature Column: 

 Toward Being a 
  Deputy Sheriff 

Captain  Edward (Ed) Hayes (Ret.) 
Johnson County Sheriff‘s Dept.  

IF you would like to know more 
about Johnson County, the metro-
politan area, as well as law enforce-
ment history, all branches, buy my 
book, "Nice Pinch."  It’s available 
in paperback and kindle, on Ama-
zon or order from Barnes & Noble, 
you can learn .
  You can contact Ed Hayes   , 
americanpatriots@sbcglobal.net or 
call 913 620 0771
 “AND REMEMBER, PRAY 
FOR OUR COUNTRY! OUR 
ENEMIES ARE WORKING 24/7 
TO DESTROY US! IN GOD WE 
TRUST.”

Ed Hayes    
(Continued from Page 1)

    Best Area Electrician -  Jim Osmun 

913-548-8720 www.cfmelectricalservice.com

913-548-8720 www.cfmelectricalservice.com

 "Ann & I love this guy's work"... Keith J.

"Ann & I love the 
work Jim   & his 
co-workers do"kj

 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 3:00 - 5:30      Tuesday, Thursday  10:00 - 5:30 

Jewelry & Watch Repair 
       Buy-Sell-Trade

Recent Truly Heroic 
Americans Who 
Died in the  Line of 
Service Over the 
Last Few Weeks 

 Start

 Start

 Start

GiftCertificatesAvailable

       St. Peter's Book
   A man arrives at the pearly gates, 
waiting to be admitted. St. Peter is 
reading through the Big Book to see 
if the guy's name is written in it. Af-
ter several minutes, St. Peter closes 
the book, furrows his brow, and says, 
"I'm sorry, I don't see your name 
written in the Book."
  "How current is your copy?" he 
asks.
  "I get a download every ten min-
utes," St. Peter replies, "Why do you 
ask?"
   "I'm embarrassed to admit it, but I 
was always the stubborn type. It was 
not until my death was imminent that 
I cried out to God, so my name prob-
ably hasn't arrived to your copy yet." 
   "I'm glad to hear that," Pete says, 
"but while we're waiting for the up-
date to come through, can tell me 
about a really good deed that you did 
in your life." 
   The guys thinks for a moment and 
says, "Hmm, well there was this one 
time when I was driving down a road 
and I saw a giant group of biker gang 
members harassing this poor girl. 
  I slowed down, and sure enough, 
there they were, about 20 of 'em tor-
turing this poor woman. Infuriated, I 
got out of my car, grabbed a tire iron 
out of my trunk, and walked up to 
the leader of the gang. 
  "He was a huge guy; 6-foot-4, 260 
pounds, with a studded leather jacket 
and a chain running from his nose to 
his ears. As I walked up to the leader, 
the bikers formed a circle around me 
and told me to get lost or I'd be next.   
   So I ripped the leader's chain out 
of his face and smashed him over the 
head with the tire iron.
   "Then I turned around and yelled to 
the rest of them, 'Leave this poor in-
nocent girl alone! You're all a bunch 
of SICK, deranged animals! Go 
home before I really teach you a les-
son in PAIN!'"
  St. Peter, duly impressed, says 
"Wow! When did this happen?" 

     "About three minutes ago."

 

********************
Winter Fest at the Indian 

Creek Library
  Celebrate the season with 
crafts, games, story times, car-
oling, trivia contests, photo ops, 
and movies, during Winter Fest 
at the Indian Creek Library on 
Saturday, Dec. 9, from 10 a.m. to 
1:45 p.m.
   Special guests include a live 
reindeer! Get into the giving 
spirit by donating new socks, 
hats, and mittens to the Olathe 
Public Schools Foundation.

From Officers Down Memorial 
page

104 Officers Killed in the Line 
of Duty This Year.
    A reminder honoring of all veter-
ans including our locals.  The Great 
War, on the 82nd anniversary of the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, 
many locals you may have known, 
all gone. 
Definition, "HERO" by Webster's.
a.: a mythological or legendary fig-
ure often of divine descent endowed 
with great strength or ability
b : an illustrious warrior
c : a person admired for achieve-
ments and noble qualities
d : one who shows great courage
In my opinion the word “HERO” is 
overused, could I be wrong?  Here is 
some of what I call a “hero” and it 
more frequently occurs in the mili-
tary or first responders, occasionally 
in some cases, anyone, any time.
   The pilot who sees fellow pilots fall-
ing from a burning airplane, shot out 
of the sky and knowing every time 
he goes up he could be next,.  Flying 
more than 25 missions when he could 
go home after 25 missions IF he lives 
that long. 
  A marine who charges a beach wit-
nessing his buddies getting blown 
apart, climbing the cliffs of Norman-
dy or the island mountains of Iwo 
Jima. 
  A policeman, hands burned getting 
an injured person out of a car about to 
explode, a fireman pulling people out 
of a burning building or policemen 
and firemen running up the stairs 
of the Twin Towers. (World Trade 
Center )
  According to the definition there are 
lessor actions performed by individ-
uals but the aforementioned are truly 
the heroes?
   An article by Ben Stein about hon-
esty and greatness hit the nail on the 
head talking about others, not him-
self.  Ben puts himself down putting 
greatness where it belongs. 
   In a big way he chastises Holly-
wood because of their elevated lavish 
status by themselves and others.  Ben 
says he’s realized that a life lived to 
help others is the one that really mat-
ters. 
   He says the real heroes in life are 
the men and women in our military, 
our policemen, firefighters, all first 
responders and nurses who pick up 
the pieces.
  A friend and Olathe High School 
classmate has personal memories due 
to family ties to the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor, December 7th, 
1941, 82 years ago.  Captain William 
P. "Buck" Tanner III, a graduate of 
the United States Military Academy 
at West Point and a decorated Army 
Airborne Ranger, followed in his fa-
ther’s footsteps.  Buck survived the 
Vietnam War, where he served as an 
Advisor to a Vietnamese Infantry 
Unit in combat.
   So, it was 82 years ago that Bucks 
father, then Ensign William P. “Buck” 
Tanner, Jr. was there, at Pearl Harbor, 
flying a PBY reconnaissance mission 
on the morning of December 7, 1941. 
It was 6:30 AM when Ensign Tanner 
spotted a submarine at the mouth of 
Pearl Harbor. 
  He radioed headquarters to report 
the sighting, was told to sink the sub-
marine with depth charges because 
there were no US Submarines in the 
area. The HQ notified the US Navy 
Destroyer Ward, which joined Tan-
ner in sinking the submarine identi-
fied as a Japanese Midget Subma-
rine that was recovered from the 
ocean floor and now on display.
   For some reason, the report of that 
event was ignored and never made 
its way high enough in the chain of 
command to put the armed forces 
on the island of Oahu on Alert. The 
Japanese air attack began two hours 

later.
   Walter Lord, in his book of the Pearl 
Harbor event, "Day of Infamy," de-
votes several pages to the sinking of 
the midget submarine assisted by En-
sign Tanner. There have been docu-
mentaries, interviews, and recogni-
tions for then Ensign Tanner due to 
his involvement preceding the attack 
including a segment on Lt. Col Oliver 
North's "War Stories." 
    Following the Pearl Harbor inci-
dent and attack Ensign Tanner was 
transferred to the European Theater 
of operations.  Flying his PBY on Re-
con Missions from England over the 
English Channel and Bay of Biscay, 
off France. 
   Shot down by several German fight-
ers during one of these patrols; he 
was wounded by a machine gun bul-
let through his side. Only three crew 
members survived the attack, crash 
landing into the sea and remaining in 
a life raft for three days. 
   They kept their damaged raft float-
ing by blowing air through leaking 
bullet holes repeatedly for three days 
even though they were all wounded. 
It was all a miracle, when they were 
spotted and rescued by a British de-
stroyer.  Why a miracle?  Because 
they had no radio equipment, and no 
one knew where they were.  One of the 
men later died in a hospital; the other 
two returned to the war effort. Ensign 
Tanner received the Purple Heart and 
Distinguished Flying Cross for his 
heroics.
   Ensign Tanner was promoted to 
Captain, continued his career in the 
Navy and was later commanding Of-
ficer at the Olathe Naval Air Station.  
Following that, he was Commanding 
Officer at NAS Los Alamitos, Califor-
nia before he retired.
There were many area servicemen 
during WWII with outstanding ser-
vice in all areas of the armed forces 
sadly they are nearly all gone.  Several 
were my good friends, some acquain-
tances.  I am so very proud to have 
known them all.
    James B. Loftus, I don't remember 
exactly but Jim flew around 30 mis-
sions over the enemy.  Jim came home 
to the good life, didn’t talk about his 
achievements unless asked.  Most of 
us didn’t know his/their war record 
unless we asked.
   William "Bill" Allen, a Johnson 
County Judge and friend, Bill was a 
survivor of the Bataan Death March, a 
purple heart recipient was near death 
as were most survivors at the time of 
their rescue.
   Harold "Tuffy" Walters, a P 51 pilot, 
it seems like Walters was an ace but 
I’m not sure about that.  When he came 
home, he was a jeweler at the old Nor-
ris Drug store where a lot of us high 
school kids hung out, a friendly guy, 
we were proud to know him and his 
background.  Even at our young age 
we were aware of his heroics, WWII 
was still a vivid memory for those of 
us that paid attention.
   Harley Haskin was a company intel-
ligence officer who served in Europe 
during World War II with the 94th 
Infantry Division where he served 14 
months in the G-2 section.
   William “Bill” Mace, US Navy, 
spent 2 years aboard ship, came home, 
married his sweetheart and after grad-
uating from KU taught and coached 
football and basketball at Olathe 
North High School.
Carold Bland, WWII, from 1939-1945, 
Carold was in the 12th Armored "Hell 
Cat" Division.  That’s “Old Blood and 
Guts,” General Patton’s Army.
   David House, 24th Division, 21st In-
fantry was a demolitions expert.  Dave 
received the Bronze Star, Philippine 
Liberation medal, the Asiatic Pacific 
medal, the Good Conduct medal, the 
Victory medal, and the Army Occu-
pational medal.  Those of us that knew 
David knew he was a veteran, but I did 
not know of his decorations.
Edward “Ed” Redinger was in the 

Army, as I recall in France.  He was 
special operations.
  Glenn Weaver joined the Marines 
in 1943, Purple Heart recipient, along 
with his WWII combat participation 
and unit citation medals.  He was as-
signed to the 5th Marine Division and 
participated in the amphibious assault 
on Iwo Jima.  Glenn was wounded in 
the beach landing and evacuated to 
the States.  He was treated, recovered 
from his wounds, and was preparing 
to return to the Pacific for the invasion 
of Japan.  By that time Mr. Truman 
had ended the war.
   I’ve written about Marshall Ensor 
before, Marshall saw his students go-
ing to war, he tried to enlist, was de-
nied because he was 42 YOA.  Persis-
tence prevailed as an officer reviewed 
his credentials, ordered him active, all 
of a sudden, he was an officer in the 
reserves.  
  He became Chief Electronics Offi-
cer at the Naval Air Station in Seattle, 
Washington due to his experience 
with electronics, short wave radios 
operation before the war.  After the 
war he returned to Olathe North High 
School resuming his teaching career. 
The man was a genius, many inven-
tions to his credit.  
  Marshal designed and built the first 
electronic score board for Olathe High 
schools.  See all at the Ensor Park and 
Museum, 18995 W 183rd, Olathe, sea-
sonal operations.  Web site:  ensorpar-
kandmuseum.org
   The Rose Brothers all, Ned (silver 
star) was in the Battle of the bulge, 
Ted (bronze star) stormed the Nor-
mandy beaches and older brother HW, 
an artilleryman, all recipients of the 
purple heart.  The carnage these men 
witnessed and experienced, and sur-
vived is beyond belief, no exaggera-
tion.  Read (IF you can find one) Neds 
book on their experiences, mainly his.  
It IS a true example what the ground 
war in Europe, was.
  IF you want to know more about 
Johnson County, the metro area and 
law enforcement history, buy my 
book, "Nice Pinch" available on Am-
azon or order at Barnes & Noble, you 
will learn more! 
Ed Hayes can be contacted by mail at 
Olathe PO Box 2121, 66051, at 913 620 
0771 or americanpatriots@sbcglobal.
net
  Publisher's Note: I've read Ed's 
book,enjoyed it a lot and if you like 
seeingthe bad guys get busted by the 
goodguys, you will surely like it, too. 
Would make a great Christmas gift 
for the law-abiding souls  in your life

Jo Co Detective Gerald 
Foote, killed in a  car crash 

Thought For The Day - Not every-
one is meant to stay in your life 
forever. Sometimes they are only 
there long enough to teach you the 
lesson that you needed to learn 
Jerry Walter

(continues at right)

Actual Customer Statements 
from Insurance Claims
Coming home I drove into the wrong 
house and collided with a tree I don't 
have.
---
The other car collided with mine 
without giving me warning of its in-
tention.
---I thought my window was down, 
but I found it was up when I put my 
head through it.
----I collided with a stationary truck 
coming the other way.
----A pedestrian hit me and went un-
der my car.
-----The guy was all over the road. I 
had to swerve several times before I 
hit him.
---I pulled away from the side of the 
road, glanced at my mother in law 
and headed over the embankment.
----In an attempt to kill a fly, I drove 
into a telephone pole.
----I had been shopping for a plant 
all day and was on my way home. As 
I reached an inter-section a hedge 
sprang up, obscuring my vision and 
---I did not see the other car.
---I had been driving for 40 years 
when I fell asleep at the wheel and 
had an accident.
---I was on the way to the doctor with 
rear end trouble when my universal 
joint gave way causing me to have an 
accident and damage my big end.
---As I approached the intersection 
a sign appeared in a place where no 
stop sign had ever appeared before. 
I was unable to stop in time to avoid 

the accident.
----To avoid hitting the bumper of 
the car in front I struck a pedes-
trian.
----My car was legally parked as it 
backed into another vehicle.
---An invisible car came out of no-
where, stuck my car and vanished.
-----I told the police that I was not 
injured, but on removing my hat I 
found that I had a fractured skull.
---I was sure the old fellow would 
never make it to the other side of the 
road when I struck him.
----The pedestrian had no idea 
which direction to run. So I ran 
over him.
---I saw a slow moving, sad faced 
old gentleman as he bounced off the 
roof of my car.
----The indirect cause of the acci-
dent was a little guy in a small car 
with a big mouth.
----I was thrown from my car as it 
left the road. I was later found in a 
ditch by some stray cows.

    The Fun Forester
            (Continued from page 1)
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Friday, Nov. 24       10 A.M. to 5 P.M.
Saturday Nov 25    10 A.M to 5 P.M.
Sunday, Nov 26      10 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

 Open Weekends after Thanksgiving until Christmas
Fridays  1 PM til Dark          
Saturdays 10 AM til dark   Limited Supply 
Sundays Noon til Dark         of Choose & Cut

 785-878-3375
Tree Farm Open Friday thru Sunday
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  House of Music, LLC Music store was formed 4 years ago by David Pope and 
Georgia Seaman to create a home for all musical instruments and accessories.  Our 
purpose is to give our customers a reasonable price on new and used instruments.  
We sell direct and want to give all our customers an experience they will always 
remember.  The owner has over 45 years experience in the music business,from 
producing concerts and managing well known recording groups.  The owner has 
performed as master of ceremonies at Knotts Berry farm, sang in Disneyland, Hol-
lywood Bowl and many events throughout the years.  House of Music is located 
in a 95 year old Victorian house at 706 E. Peoria Street, in Paola, Kansas. Our 
hopes are to create a bond with our customers to serve their musical needs at an 
inexpensive price to help generate more musical talent in our community and in 
our wonderful State of Kansas. We look forward to serving our customers as a  
musical family and giving the best service which is deserved. We are now offering 
a wonderful  pre Christmas sale on all musical instruments new and used.  Instru-
ments such as Washburn Acoustic guitars,Banjos and Mandolins. 2 -Sho Bud and  
1- GFI Steel Pedal guitar. Electric guitar's such as Peavey,Epiphone,Ibanez and 
Austin  by Alverez and many other brands. Marshall Amplifiers, Peavey Vypyr 
2 and 3, Crate , Fender and other brands. Band and orchestra instruments such 
as Trumpets,Saxophones, Clarinets,Flutes,Tuba's, Keyboards and much more. 
We also offer all variety of accessories such as strings, slides,capo's, drum sticks, 
children"s beginner flutes ,Kazoo's and so much more.  Huge sales on wireless 
units. We also offer Screenprint and Embroidery, Ideal for Bands,weddings and 
family reunions.. We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year as 
we offer you a huge discount on all musical instruments and accessories.  We look 
forward to meeting you all and becoming part of our music family.  

   Blessings to you from Dave and Georgia, House of Music.
House of Music,LLC

706 E.  Peoria St.  -  Paola,KS   -   66071H  -   913-706-7957 -   L.  David Pope

Wandering Vine at the Caenen  Castle Restaurant in Shawnee, 
Ks. Ann & I were honored to be guests at the Ken & Jean Kassen's 
50th Wedding Anniversary Dinner recently. We had no idea that a 
restaurant can have such great cuisine, such romantic ambience 
(in a castle), and service to match. This is beyond my dreams how 
great this was. Go to their website.  www.wanderingvine.com    It 
is a great time to reward you and yours with a dream-like dining 
experience of a lifetime. Tell 'em the Gazette guy sent you. Ask for 
Carla or Dan Dyer, owners  Call 913-379-1300  12401 Johnson 
Drive, Shawnee,Ks . It's time to step back to the Middle Ages !! 
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NOTICE 
OF PUBLICATION
Paula Jackson #123114 sentenced to 113 Months for Distribution/
Possession with intent to distribute Heroin or Meth of at least 3.5 
grams but less than 100 grams x2, Possession of opiates, opium, 
narcotic drugs, or designated stimulants, and Endangering a 
child ; Involves child LT18 years of age x2 in Johnson County, 
Kansas, has applied for executive clemency. Persons wishing to 
comment should send information in writing to PRISON RE-
VIEW BOARD JAYHAWK WALK 714 SW JACKSON, SUITE 
300 TOPEKA, KANSAS 66603 within fifteen (15) days after the 
date of publication.

 

Aspen Fields | TCF Administrative Assistant
Kansas Department of Corrections
815 SE Rice Rd, | Topeka, KS 66607
Office: 785-559-5118 | Aspen.Fields@ks.gov

Wandering Vine at the Caenen  Castle Restaurant in Shawnee, 
Ks. Ann & I were honored to be guests at the Ken & Jean Kassen's 
50th Wedding Anniversary Dinner recently. We had no idea that a 
restaurant can have such great cuisine, such romantic ambience 
(in a castle), and service to match. This is beyond my dreams how 
great this was. Go to their website.  www.wanderingvine.com    It 
is a great time to reward you and yours with a dream-like dining 
experience of a lifetime. Tell 'em the Gazette guy sent you. Ask for 
Carla or Dan Dyer, owners  Call 913-379-1300  12401 Johnson 
Drive, Shawnee,Ks . It's time to step back to the Middle Ages !! 
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