
  (Continued on Page 5)

In This Issue:In This Issue:

Anisha O’BartoAnisha O’Barto

   
 Steve  Hougland   Steve  Hougland  on Hiring the Right Contractor Saves Headaches  Hiring the Right Contractor Saves Headaches 
LaterLaterP. 8 "   *** ** Send us your story ideas to jocogazette@gmail.com   
Please watch for Red LightRed Light runners **-   **      Please thank store Please thank store 
managers for allowing the Gazette racks.managers for allowing the Gazette racks.**  **     ***  Drive As If Your  ***  Drive As If Your 
Life Depended On It !!!Life Depended On It !!!

****Culinary Cuisinartist t   Beverly WittenbornBeverly Wittenborn  on Fiddlehead Soup,, Rhu-Fiddlehead Soup,, Rhu-
barb Cake, Granny Purvis Cole Slaw, Buffalo Chicken Dipbarb Cake, Granny Purvis Cole Slaw, Buffalo Chicken Dip P. 9   **Single ingle 
Mother  Mother  RJ Thesman Forgiveness  p. 4 David Highfill Sports* Sports Sports 
at a Glanceat a Glance **. Ethel Mae  What Will They Do NextEthel Mae  What Will They Do NextP. 1****Janine 
Clark-Barry will return 4/26/24     Ed Hayes  -     Ed Hayes  - the Alien Invasion,  the Alien Invasion, 
The Minutemen PThe Minutemen P. 10. 10     **    The Gazette will come out once a month    **    The Gazette will come out once a month 
until July 2024until July 2024  ** County Reps O'Hara &  Allenbrand  P 3.      ** County Reps O'Hara &  Allenbrand  P 3.                                                                                          

Santa Fe & Brougham, east of Kohl’s

    K-7 (Parker) & Santa Fe near Price Chopper

  51 Professionals in 2 Locations to Serve You

*Based on JCG random sampling done 9/18/20See Coupons  
Inside Page 9

 Miami County 
Court House  in 
Paola,Kansas

 Legler Barn Museum
On 87th St.Lenexa, Ks
    Photo by Keih Stokes

48

Judged Olathe Area’s Best Hair Care* SalonsJudged Olathe Area’s Best Hair Care* Salons

Being in the Midwest has 
meant thousands of trains 
have passed thru Olathe, 
Kansas since the 1870’s

The Mahaffie Farmstead & 
Stagecoach Stop KC Road 

(Continued on Page 10)

BlackBob Chief   
Hathawekela div
Shawnee Tribal 
StreetNamesake

East Hours M-Thur 9-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.
*Based on Private Market Study 10-18*

 

Captain  Edward (Ed) Hayes (Ret.)

  Olathe Location
16120 W. 135th St (near Kohls)

 Santa Fe & Brougham-Next to Olathe 
Library

 West Olathe Location

Please don't get ripped off by the huge ad budget plumbers. They may 
be good, but you pay a fortune. Shop for local guys who have good 
references. We use JoeJoe Plumbing 913-208-1509, landlords use Joe   (Continued on Page 9)

What Will They DoWhat Will They Do
 Next?  Next? 

By Johnson County  Sheriff's Deputy
 Captain Ed Hayes, Retired 

The Captain The Captain 
Ed Hayes ReportEd Hayes Report

 (Continued on Page 10)
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   Stylist    Stylist at the  at the  

HairShopHairShop  

Home to USA’s Last
 Stagecoach Stop
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Johnson County       
CourtHouse 1898-1951   Advertising Hot Line 913-782-3399 or email us at jocogazette@gmail.com            See us at www.jocogazette.com

“Reading a big city newspaper is like eating at a fancy restaurant- you pick  and choose from what’s offered. But reading a HOMETOWN paper is like eating one of  Mom’s Great Home-Cooked Meals-  a fellow doesn’t want to miss a thing... and gets seconds” ....  Jan Clark

(Continued on Page 5)

From “Officers Down From “Officers Down 
Memorial Page.”  Memorial Page.”  
126 Dead in '23, 126 Dead in '23, 

43 in '24  43 in '24  
Police Officers!Police Officers!  

 Olathe, Olathe, 
Gardner, Spring Gardner, Spring 

Hill, GardnerHill, Gardner
LenexaLenexa

Overland Park, Overland Park, 
DeSoto, Paola DeSoto, Paola 

WellsvilleWellsville
Shawnee,Shawnee,
Edgerton,Edgerton,
LouisburgLouisburg
LawrenceLawrence

OsawatomieOsawatomie
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Dementia  Dementia  P. 1
    Olathe Ford Now HiringOlathe Ford Now HiringP. 1 

Dale's Body Shop  Dale's Body Shop  PP 10, 14
 Culver'sCulver's   P. 4

     Quality StructuresQuality Structures P. 13    
Arbonne Arbonne P. 9

  Olathe Medical Center   Olathe Medical Center P. 5
 Maverik  Maverik  P. 1
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H.E.R.S Mower SaleH.E.R.S Mower Sale    P. 14 
Sweet Teas Coffee ShopsSweet Teas Coffee Shops   5

   

Hi!  My name is Anisha
O'Barto & I've operated with 
The Hair Shop for 23 years & 
have been the assistant manager 
for 10 of those. I offer a wide Ar-
rangement of Services includ-
ing Colors, Highlights, Perms, 
Facial Waxing & Hair Cuts for 
your whole Family. 
  I have attended Continued 
Education Classes in the KC 
area such as Devacuri, Redskin
Kenra & other product know-
ledge forums. I'm behind the 
chair Tue,Wed, Fri & Saturday

John Brown 
House & Museum
Osawatomie,Ks

    The FunFun ForesterForester
              

 TREES  ARE  AWESOME!
  By Janine Clark-Barry, B.S. Forestry

Repeating World Champions

Repeating World Champions

Our Most Frequently Heard Comment: “I just really love that little paper!”  

           from Don Bowman 
  Olathe Girls Softball Association 
(OGSA) recently celebrated its 50th 
anniversary by hosting a Hall of Fame 
induction ceremony for ten people who 
were involved from the beginning.  Found-
ed in 1973 by Olatheans Dennis and Susan 
Tressin, and Eldon Miller.  Eight teams—
fewer than 100 players—were formed that 

    (Continued on Page 5)

(Continued on Page 12)

   (Continued on page 12)

 *Based on Private Market Study 10-18*          My Mother’s Day My Mother’s Day
           By Janine Clark-Barry
    Recently a large swath of the United 
States was privy to a total solar eclipse. 
I was among the millions for which it 
was convenient. Thinking this being 
the last opportunity for my Mom to 
see one, I asked if  she would like to 
go with me. She thought that sounded 
super, so we made our plans.
   Our drive was just under 2 hours even 
with the traffic and our pit stops, so 
very well worth the time. We drove to 
Gainesville, MO, utilizing the smaller 
highways because the main highway 
also goes to West

MaverikMaverik Joins 
Edgerton Community

  EDGERTON, Kan. –The City of Edgerton 
is poised for another boost with the imminent 
arrival of a newtravel plaza and fueling sta-
tion. ElevateEdgerton!, the lead economic 
development agency for the City of Edgerton, 
is thrilled to announce the addition of Maver-
ik, which will be one of their first stores in the 
State of Kansas.
   Maverik represents more than just a pit stop 
for travelers; it embodies a strategic invest-
ment in the economic vitality of our commu-
nity. Maverik fuels adventures in more than 
380 locations across the West. Known for 
their premium BonFire™ food and excellent 
values on fuel, drinks and snacks,

 (At right) Carly Lindenmeyer of MANU 
placed 13th in the NAIA Indoor 
Pentathlon Championships in 
Brookings,SD. In her first pentathlon, Lin-
denmeyer scored an amazing 3249 points. 
She will lead the Lady Pioneers into the 
Baker Wildcat Track classic this weekend.
Photo by Kristina Bonner, MANU Sports 
Information grad assistant.

                                                      by Stuart Stiles 
    Fighting the urge to flip the channel, I reluctantly watched 
Caitlyn Clark down two free throws to break Pete Maravich’s Pete Maravich’s 
NCAA scoring record. My racing thoughts were “there was no 3 
point line, no shot clock, freshman couldn’t play varsity, at least an 
asterisk!”  Caitlyn Clark is a game changer, as Pete Maravich was 
50 years ago.
     As a boy growing up in the late 60’s, I became hooked on "The      DementiaDementia

   Here are some symptoms to watch for.
1. Difficulty with everyday tasks. Every-
one makes mistakes, but people with de-
mentia may find it increasingly difficult 
to do things like keep track of monthly 
bills or follow a recipe while cooking, the 
Alzheimer’s Association says. They may 
also find it hard to concentrate on tasks, 
take much longer to do them or have trou-
ble finishing them.
 2. Repetition. Asking a question over and 
over or telling the same story about a re-
cent event multiple times are common in-
dicators of mild or moderate Alzheimer’s, 
according to the Cleveland Clinic.
3. Communication problems. Observe if 
a loved one has trouble joining in con-
versations or following along with them, 
stops abruptly in the middle of a thought, 
or struggles to think of words or the name 
of objects
4. Getting lost. People with dementia may 
have difficulty with visual and spatial abili-
ties. That can manifest itself in problems like 
getting lost while driving, according to the 
Mayo Clinic.
5. Personality changes. A loved one who 

  Many years ago, when Stephanie was a 
baby, a beautiful couple moved to the area 
from where they had been serving in the 
Air Force.     

See Coupons  

Inside Page 9
Inside Page 9

   They attended our church and
had a little girl just 3 months older than our daughter. Although I had not 
planned on doing childcare, it seemed like a perfect fit to raise the girls to-
gether during their parent’s working hours.
  They were so adorable together. When I went to the store people would 
stop and ask if they were twins. They both had blonde hair, big blue eyes 
and adorable smiles.
   Normally, they were really good together but occasionally they would do 
things that we never would have imagined.
One day a lady in our church was having some surgery and asked if I could 
watch her 3 little ones. (I was a lot younger and had a lot more energy!) I 
gladly took on the challenge and all was going very well until I left the

(Continued on Page 5)

O.G.S.A.O.G.S.A.'s "GodfatherGodfather" CoachCoach EakinEakin 

Photo captions:hoto captions:
1)  Dan Eakin   2)  Dan Eakin  1)  Dan Eakin   2)  Dan Eakin  
Buck O'Neil Award  3)  1979 Buck O'Neil Award  3)  1979 
Team with Coach Eakin  4)  Team with Coach Eakin  4)  
EaEakin family ballplayerskin family ballplayers

Ethel Mae Brewer

(Continued on Page 6)

   (Continued on page 5)

    (Continued on Page 5)

 Gazette Mother of the Month of May 1986 Appears in West Olathe Gazette Mother of the Month of May 1986 Appears in West Olathe 
        

The Olathe Girls Softball Association fabulous Softball Complex  168th &Lone Elm Rd

   Over 40 years ago, The Gazette selected Mothers of the Month and 
honored them
for their devotion, love, resourcefulness, more love, and dedication 
to raising a
family anyone would be proud of.  While delivering papers in West 
Olathe, we were
fortunate enough to have recognized former Mother of the Month 
Bennetta Potts



     Care Prayer Concern
Tammy Thacker, Kiel Johnson, Emory 
MorganWilma & Bill Wilcox, Adis 
Stults, Wes Torneden, Dr Bob Hull, 
Dave Tebbe, Robert "Bob" Edwards  
Sandhy Edwards, pneumonia; Becky 
Morgan, Bill Cole,  Lyn Ketterman, 
Dennis Ficken, Alyssa Smith,  Wanda 
Gourd, Nancy Carr,  Anita Lofquest, 
Coach Dan Eakin, Peter Mitchell, 
Beverly Rainwater,  Gary Osborn, 
Wes &Nancy McCoy, Dave Sode, 
Jason Prine, Jim Steele,   Don Miller, 
Sgt E-7 Jerome, Deena Logsdon, 
Dolores Cortland, Dona Edwards, 
Gary Underwood, Lanny & Barb 
Smith,  Jim Kennedy, Rick Jones, 
Joyce Backus, Brenda Harris, Doris 
Bender; Michael Tuttle,  Lucas Butler; 
Todd Lambert, Mark Swenson, 
Gary Wells, Robert Walker, Lee 
Hammond, Dave Harold, Sheila S, 
Caroline Cowden, Rachel Thornburg, 
Elvie Cain, Joe Marvil, The American 
Public & Its Leaders; Kenny McCoy,   
Anne Metcalf, Jack & Kelly Smith, 
Mary Ann Noll, Ricky Jo Bjorgaard, 
Richard Kauffman, Mary Cochran, 
all bed-ridden Gazette readers, the 
family of Randy Osler, the Family of 
Ann Hanlon, Emory Morgan

  Since October 1977  
Olathe’s Only Newspaper   Call me with 
your news (913) 782-3399 / (913) 782-
1133 We love to hear from our Readers. 
We want you to be in print.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

 Since October 1977
Johnson County’s Only Locally-Owned Newspaper
(913) 782-3399, (913) 782-1133 jocogazette@gmail.com

Our Next Six Issues
We operate on advertising dollars   
We will print on  May 31, 2024 The 
deadlines are one week prior, so any 
ad for the next issue, would have to 
be at our office by May 24  
 Future issues are , May 31, June 
28, July 12, July 26, Aug 16, 
Aug 30
Please send us your snapshots, your 
news items, and even your humor, 
by then.  Mail to us at 
      Johnson's County Gazette,
1616 E. Sunvale Dr.; Olathe, KS
                    66062 
          or send by email to
    jocogazette@gmail.com 
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 The Gazette is a  conservative 
publication which runs items of a conser-

vative nature. We will welcome   liberal 
and left-wing articles for consideration. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
The elderly priest, speaking to 
the younger priest, said, "It was a 
good idea to replace the first four 
pews with plush bucket theater 
seats. It worked. The front of the 
church fills first."
The young priest nodded and the 
old one continued, "And you told 
me a little more beat to the music 
would bring young people back to 
church, so I supported you when 
you brought in that rock 'n roll 

To those of you To those of you 
kind souls who kind souls who 
see us delivering see us delivering 
the paper, pause the paper, pause 
and speak to us and speak to us 
about how much about how much 
the like the paper. the like the paper. 
We say,We say,  ""Thanks Thanks 
so very, very so very, very 
much"much"

      From the Publisher 
** * r

   

Greetings to New Friends & Old Ones
Betty Bohrn,  Julie, Sherry, Nasser 
at Mom's Kitchen David "The King" 
Highfill, Bill Cole, Becky Hernandez; 
All Our Readers: Tony Otrosko, Sean 
Trammell, Ron Nelson, , My precious 
sister and second Mother, Jan John-
son Clark, The Helwigs, Karen & 
Max Beets, Ken  & Jean Kassen,  Dale 
Applebaugh George White, Marga-
ret Endicott, Bob Daniels, John Felts, 
John & Cheryl Calvert, Dave & Rosa-
lie Sode, Bob & Lila, Bev & John Wit-
tenborn, Ted Boone, Macy & Della, 
Tom & Katie Marsh, Dave & Deanne  
Carr, Bob & Carol Watson,  Cristina at 
Frye's, Steve Hougland, Dee Millbern, 
Sue Langseth, Kiel & Nadine, Mick & 
Dave Murphy, Wes & Nancy McCoy 
Don & Gloria Bowman, Janice & Scott 
Tow, Hannah Minguicci, Luke & Adri-
enne, Everyone at Dale's Body Aman-
da York, Charles Losh, First Sergeant, 
"Hollywood". Chelsey at Dale's Tow,  
Ed & Pat Hayes, Mary & Floyd, Bill 
& Lois, , Stuart Stiles,  Cassandra T, 
Becky Gilmore Davis, Booster, Angie 
Rainwater, Sharon Lydick, 

      From the Publisher 
 *  

       Don’t Fight in a Road Rage
  Call 911 immediately, stay in your 
car, get license numbers, witnesses 
license numbers. Stay in car. Rest 
assured prosecution rates are high 
for this crime, we hope. 

'Out & AboutOut & About'
                         with

       Dave  Dave 
   In each issue, Dave Highfill will report 
on happenings, news items, coming events, 

 

 

            From The Publisher
  KEJ   the next several papers are   KEJ   the next several papers are  
May 26, June 28, July 12, July 26, May 26, June 28, July 12, July 26, 
Aug 16, Aug 30Aug 16, Aug 30

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
I'm not the easiest guy in the world 
to get along with. So when our anni-
versary rolled around, I wanted my 
wife to know how much I appreci-
ated her tolerating me for the past 
40 years. I ordered flowers and told 
the florist to enclose a card that read, 
'Thanks for putting up with me so 
long.'
When my wife got the delivery, she 
called me at work.
"Just where do you think you're go-
ing?" she asked.
"What do you mean?" I said.
She read the card aloud as the florist 
had written it: "Thanks for putting 
up with me. So long."
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

              From the Publisher   From the Publisher
 NFL kick-off's will be all different 
now. Both teams line up at 50 yd line 
and cannot move from there until 
receiving defender catches the ball. 
Will mean more scoring, less smash 
mouth football at kick-off's **
  I almost killed a child outside the 
Olathe east library, while delivering 
the paper. Yes, so close and I would 
have killed a 7 yr old kid.
   If that had in fact happened, I dont' 
think I could live with myself. Kill-
ing a child would probably cause me 
to do something, a short time later, 
take my own life.  I could not LIVE 
knowing I had killed someone, even 
if it was totally an accident. Slow 
down, you stupid fast-driving kids 
and irresponsible adults. 
   A Mexican ice cream truck caused 
a crowd of Moms & Kids to cluster 
around it. (Spring Break) I, of course, 

 Yes this is our annual, ever popular 
April Fools' issue. Any front page 
article with an asterisk (*) some-
where in the headline is an April 
Fools story. I give thanks to our staff 
contributors, Colonel Kenneth W. 
Kassen, Don Bowman, Hailey Kas-
ten, Patrick Flett and a few others 
we did not have room for.
   If your feelings were hurt, we apol-
ogize for that. We have done this is-
sue for over 40 years and it always 
brings a lot of comments. 
    We had a piece saying that the 
writer had spotted the Loch Ness 
Monster in Olathe some 35 years 
ago, and, for sure, we had several, 
perhaps crank calls, saying that they 
too had Nessie. 
    Perhaps, they had been sipping too 
much of Nessie's Scotch.  Thanks 

for allowing us to be crazy at least 
once a year. ** The Baltimore Fran-
cis Scott Key bridge disaster was so 
completly preventable. Where were 
the tug boats, why were there not 
lily pad typle giant bollards built to 
divert all ships. More and More In-
competence.

              From the Publisher   From the Publisher
 Target Stores  phasing out self-
checkout, lost $500,000,000 they 
figure in shoplifting and not scan-
ning all items in. May allow self-
check on "10 items or less" No 
one is taught "Thous Shalt Not 
Steal" anymore. That would be 
too anti-Politically Correct. Our 
culture is just a sham of what it 
used to be. How come we have 
fallen, so far, so fast?  I could 
write a book about that. Are you 
happy, you liberal idiots, you 
and your like have succeeded in 
destroying a once nearly perfect 
culture. Now we are a shadow of 
what we were in the last Century 
** 

              From the Publisher   From the Publisher

  I-Fon  sales are plunging **  a really 
stupid ad on KMBZ 98.1 FM starts out 
"paid for by Government"  not what gov-
ernment, just a government, another gimic 
for the gullible. Beware !  the scammers 
are lying awake nights trying to figure 
out another way to scam you. ** Seniors, 
just don't answer your phones unless you 
recognize the name and number.  Call the 
Police or dial 9-1-1  if you smell a scam.  
Do not ever send money to complete 
strangers, no matter what lies they tell 
you. Children, give your parents a easily 
remembered Password so they know it 
is you when someone calls pretending to 
be holding you hostage.  Something like 
the favorite cat or dog's name, an inside 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
"Dad, I want to become a politician," said 
Jim.
His father asked, "And what are you do-
ing to become one?"
"Nothing, dad."
"Good, you're halfway there then."
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

     Front Porch Antiques
  Front Porch Antiques, 534 N. 
Main, Ottawa.ks, has 15 cre-
ative, inspired dealers that know 
the latest trends in Vintage and 
Antiques! Each vendor has its 
own personality that gives the 
store a lot of variety.
  Front Porch carries vintage, 
mid century furniture, colonial 
and Americana pieces, shabby 
chic as well as traditional an-
tiques and collectibles.
   New merchandise arrives daily. 
Come in and enjoy the  music 
filled relaxed environment.
Reasonable prices. Open Mon-
Sat-10-6 and Sundays 10-5.
Call 785-242-6355 or visit
www.frontporchantiquesks.com

Metcalf Antique Mall
   Metcalf Antique Mall, 9148 Met-
calf Ave. in Overland Park, ks.
   Our vision is to promote the 
beauty and charm of antique piec-
es as a way of preserving history 
and culture.
   The Mall is a vibrant community 
of like-minded individuals who 
share a love for antiques and live 
music.
 We foster a welcoming community 
where collectors, enthusiasts, and 
casual visitors 
can connect and exchange stories 
and inspire one another.
  Visit Metcalf Antique Mall at 
9148 Metcalf Ave. in OP Ks or call 
913-341-6255.
   themetcalfantiquemall.com

'Out & AboutOut & About'
                         with

       Dave  Dave 
   In each issue, Dave Highfill will report 
on happenings, news items, coming events, 
points of interest to our readers.

SWEET TEE'S
       COFFEE SHOP
  This is a must see business in Olathe! 
Owned by Karen Morris, Sweet Tee's 
serves coffee, tea, smoothies, pastries 
and wraps.
Gluten free vegan options are also avail-
able.
  With locations in both libraries and 
downtown, Sweet Tee's continues to pro-
vide an opportunity for the community to 
enjoy drinks and treats. Lots of outlets 
also available to work remotely.
  Come in, visit with Karen and 
enjoy Sweet Tee's of Olathe !
  Multiple Olathe locations
Main Shop @ 2063 E Santa Fe
Indian Creek Library@16100 W 135th 
street
Downtown Library @ 260 E Santa Fe
Gazette Recommended!

'Out & AboutOut & About'
                         with

       Dave  Dave 
   In each issue, Dave Highfill will report 
on happenings, news items, coming events, 
points of interest to our readers.

Thought For The Day – I was told I 
can look at an eclipse with a colander. I 
tried and it strained my eyes! 
Jerry Walter 

** New Ks law outlaws verbal and 
physical assaults (bumps etc) of any 
umpire, referee, bus driver, $$$ fines, 
even jail time Keep your damn 
mouth shut, idiots !! **Betty Bohrn, 
what a great community volunteer she 
is. A shame, not enough like her .

  A.I. Deep Fake Nude Stories
 On Internet

Girls in  local high school are 
being featured. It is illegal and 
could end up putting the perpe-
trators in jail for a long time.
  What the bad guys do, (some are 
just stupid high school guys) is 
with A.I.  (Artificial Intelligence) 
put the heads of local girls (and 
even guys) on the bodies of 
pornographic pictures and vid-
eos. Warn your children and 
grandchildren about what is 
happening.   

Seniors !! Don't answer your 
phone, no matter how official the 
Caller ID may appear
For one thing, the IRS will never, 
ever call you. Almost no one in 
power in our country will call you 
on your phone, so don't be taken in 
by all the scammers. They will say, 
tell, lie about anything to get you to 
start crying or moaning in pain un-
til you give them your hard-earned 
money.  Do NOT answer these 
calls. PLEASE !!

 Long-time church friend Bob Hoehn 
was spotted by the roving Gazette
cameraman a few weeks ago. What a 
super nice guy this former coach is. 

  2,781 billionaires in the World today ** 
85% of US elected officials, sadly, are
elected by only 15% of our eligible vot-
ers. This explains why super great guy, 
Wes McCoy was defeated for City Coun-
cil. His enemies rallied their elite crew 
of liberals to defeat him. Wes refused to 
sign a letter that he would support liberal 
causes that he felt were immoral.New Life Christian Academy will 

hold its second annual Benefit Auction 
May 11, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. 29200 West 
188th Street,
Gardner Ks 66030.
  Doors open at 4:30!
Our only fundraising event (silent plus 
live auction) allows everyone the op-
portunity to have our children washed 
iin the Word.
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 Charlotte O'Hara Gives 
Views on Matters  in 

Johnson County

      Johnson County District Three
 Commissioner Charlotte O'Hara     

 PAGE  

E D U C A T I O N  

Earl Martin, Ed.D. from Baker University,  
M.Ed. from Rutgers University; Special 

Education teacher, Principal of Countryside 
Elementary, and Director of Elementary 

Education in Olathe School District; retired 
as education instructor for Emporia State 

University.

By Earl A Martin, Ed.D

Inspired by Philip R. Johnson (1932-2016)

Amy Hundley

 The Gazette  was founded in 1977 by Keith E. Johnson and is pub-
lished 22 times a year to serve the  Johnson County, Kansas with an 
emphasis on Olathe. It is distributed at over 150 locations including 15 
area Price Choppers, Hy-Vee, 3 Hen Houses, restaurants, retail, pub-
lic buildings, libraries, Olathe Medical Center waiting rooms, break-
rooms, offices, and other high traffic locations in Olathe, Overland Park, 
Lenexa,Spring Hill,Gardner,  Lawrence, Osawatomie,  Hillsdale,
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someone. None are ever destroyed without being read.  There is no waste. 
  See us  on the web at www.jocogazette.com 
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“You Just Can’t Have Too Many Friends”..Muriel Johnson, 1982
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It’s important to become in-
formed voters.  For years, we’ve 
been told that Johnson County 
schools were superior.  The fol-
lowing facts seem to tell a far dif-
ferent story.

This fall you will elect officials 
for your school board, your wa-
ter district, the JCCC, and your 
city officials. Each of these enti-
ties receives a percentage of your 
tax bill.

 The greatest portion of your tax 
dollars goes towards the school 
districts that are testing far below 
proficiency.  Check these num-
bers:

 

49-68%     BELOW EFFECTIVE 
ABILITY IN MATH

45-67%       BELOW EFFEC-
TIVE ABILITY IN READING

53-72%       BELOW EFFEC-
TIVE ABILITY IN SCIENCE

 

            
  

    

Vendors Wanted for Sip 
& Shop Events in 
Downtown Olathe

The City of Olathe has announced 
a new Sip & Shop event at the 
Johnson County Square this sum-
mer. Visit the square from 5 to 8 
p.m. on the second Wednesday of 
each month from May to October 
for a family-friendly pop-up mar-
ket featuring local makers, food 
trucks, music, and more.
Visit https://go.olatheks.
gov/4bsERYo to apply to be a ven-
dor. Visit OlatheKS.gov/Special-
Events to
learn more about Sip & Shop and 
all other City of Olathe special 
events.

Dave Says"Run Me    Again!"

GAZETTE
Call 782-3399 for Advertising Information

AdventHealth South Overland Park 
and the Center of Grace Unite
Partnership will aim to lead commu-
nity towards healthier living.

OLATHE, Kan., April 15, 2024 — 
AdventHealth South Overland Park 
and the Center of Grace proudly
announce their alliance, dedicated 
to guiding individuals along the path 
to improved health and wellness
in the Olathe community.
This collaboration underscores a 
shared commitment to support the 
most vulnerable populations,

Chasm of Dilemma
   Ah, the chasm of dilemma as the 
Board of County Commissioners’ 
chairman, Mike Kelly, wanders 
through in an attempt to appease his 
zealots of the left, while struggling 
to cultivate an appearance of civility 
to the rest of our county. All this in 
his quest to satiate his outsized po-
litical appetites.
   On March 7th at the Board of 
County Commissioners meet-
ing, Chairman Kelly failed to stop 
or curb a disturbing verbal attack 
against Christians during public 
comments. Fortunately this was vid-
eoed by volunteers. Remember, the 

chairman has censored the broadcast 
of public comments. The audio file 
was sent to The Sentinel.
   On March 27th The Sentinel pub-
lished an extensive article with the 
offensive quotes from the March 7th 
meeting which were in my opinion, 
in violation of county policy. One of 
these quotes… “Conservative Chris-
tians aren’t looking for religious free-
dom, they’re looking for religious 
dominance.”
   After his failure was exposed in the 
March 27th Sentinel article, the fol-
lowing day, on March 28th, at the 
BOCC meeting, Chairman Kelly 
clumsily and ineffectively perhaps(?) 
attempted to blunt an encore attack on 
Christians.
   Our chairman again fell short and 
the speaker proceeded to, in my opin-
ion, thread through Chairman Kelly’s 
statement on county policy which 
prohibits discourteous and offensive 
comments.
  The remedy for Chairman Kelly’s 
conundrum is to simply lift censor-
ship and allow the broadcast of pub-
lic comments. The sanitizing light of 
transparency would allow the public 
to hear and see what is being said at 
the BOCC’s weekly meeting pub-
lic comment time. The public airing 
would encourage people to be more 
courteous and would require “equity” 
in Chairman Kelly’s enforcement of 
county policies.
   We shall see where all this leads: 
attainment of Chairman Mike Kelly’s 
lofty political ambitions or exposure 
as a puppet for the extreme left which 
he is.

                Thoughts About Book Banning
                                          By Dr. Earl Martin

      Book Banning in school districts is a hot topic these days.  And like most 
topics, the discussion is presented in black and white with lots of yelling between 
sides.  And like most topics, the truth is somewhere in the grey, I think. I’ve 
thought alot about this, and here are several key bullet points that should guide 
our thinking about book selections in schools.  In my opinion.
1. SOMEONE has to make decisions about school district book selec-
tions--who is it?  Local school district teacher committees make decisions about 
grade level curriculum books, with guidance from national curricular groups.  
Local school librarians decide what books should go in the school library, based 
on recommendations from the National Library Association. Bottom line:  local 
educators ultimately make the decision about what books go in the schools.
2. When decisions are being made about books to be included in schools, 
advance decisions are better than retroactive decisions.  Which means, greater 
vigilance about “book selection,” considering the content of books before inclu-
sion in schools may prevent divisive “book banning” situations later on.  
3. It is a FACT there has been some abuse and ridiculous assertions about 
some classic books that have been banned historically, based on how loud some 
individuals have protested their pet projects.  Decisions about book selection 
have to be made based on what’s good for ALL, not on some individual’s specific 
preferences.  
4. It is also a FACT that there are those who think that once a book is in 
the schools, a withdrawal should never be considered.  Note that this is just as 
extreme as the ridiculous book banning based on individual preferences.  Cur-
riculum decisions are made and remade all the time.  And mistakes are made.  So 
leave room for reasonable corrections.
5. Most of the hottest controversaries about books in schools deal with 
sexual or gender identity issues.  For me, here’s a guideline for that:  if the con-
tent of books is too inappropriate to be read in a public school board meeting, it 
should be deemed too inappropriate for inclusion in the schools.  Period.
6. Distinctions have to be made about books included in the grade level 
curriculum (with distinctions between age and grade levels) that all students are 
exposed to versus books that can be included in the school library that students 
have the ability to choose to read based on individual preferences. 
   Likewise, a distinction has to be made between a school library, where books 
should have a more focused intent versus a public library, where much greater 
access to all types of literature should be available to the larger population.
   We can figure this out – if we want to.  We just have to be willing to lower our 
voices and make decisions based on what’s good for all the students, not accord-
ing to our political dogma, either right or left.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
A little girl at the wedding afterward 
asked her mother why the bride 
changed her mind. "What do you 
mean?" responded her mother.
"Well, she went down the aisle with 
one man, and came back with an-
other."
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Olathe Community Center 
Pool to Close for 

Maintenance
  The Olathe Community Center pool 
will be closed May 27 to Aug. 11 for 
maintenance and repairs.
   We understand the inconvenience 
this may cause but are committed to 
providing high quality services for 
our residents, members, and visitors.
  During this time, we will be replas-
tering the entire pool, epoxying the 
slide stair structure, hot tub, and 
pool mechanical room to improve 
safety, and updating paint as needed.
   While the updates are being made 
members can use their Splash Pass-
es, included with their memberships, 
to visit any outdoor aquatics facility 
in Olathe including The Beach at 
Lake Olathe (445 S Wardcliff Dr.), 
Black Bob Bay (14570 W 151st St.), 
Oregon Trail Pool (1750 W Dennis 
Ave.), Frontier Pool (15909 W 127th 
St.) and Mill Creek Pool (320 E Pop-
lar St.).
   Members will also have exclusive 
access to extended morning hours at 
Mill Creek Pool where we will rep-
licate our usual morning program-
ming at the community center. Mem-
bers can access the pool starting at 
5 a.m. Mon.-Fri. until 11:30 a.m., 
from 7-11:30 a.m. on Saturdays and 
from 10-11:30 a.m. on Sundays.

Top 5 News and highlights from John-
son County Government – April 2024
Interested in some of the ways Johnson 
County Government is benefitting your 
community? Here are
the Top 5 Things to know from April 
2024! You can learn more about all of 
these by visiting jocogov.org.
Be sure to sign up for our JoCo Monthly 
e-newsletter while you are there!
1) Chairman Mike Kelly delivered his 
State of the County address to a full 
house at the Overland
Park Convention Center. He gave some 
updates on the progress Johnson Coun-
ty Government
has made for our community and his vi-
sion for the future. You can watch the 
video of his speech
at jocogov.org/stateofthecounty.

2) Hundreds of people attended Johnson 
County’s first-ever opioid symposium. 
The event brought
the community together to collaborate 
on fighting the opioid crisis in Johnson 
County. Johnson
County Prevention and Recovery Coali-
tion hosted the event.
3) Johnson County Aging and Human 
Services is expanding its Utility Assis-
tance Program.
Assistance is available for electric, wa-
ter, gas, wastewater or propane utility 
bills. Financial
assistance can be provided for Johnson 
County residents with past-due utility 
bills or assistance
with payment plans. For information, 
call 913-715-6653 or visit jocogov.org/
utilityassistance.
4) The Board of County Commissioners 
authorized a license agreement with the 
City of Overland
Park to co-locate MED-ACT at Station 
41 (7550 W. 75th St.) for a term of 20 
years.
5) U.S. Rep. Sharice Davids visited the 
Johnson County Emergency Operations 
Center. She met with
county leadership and staff to discuss 
our ongoing preparedness efforts and 
learn more about
how the county will utilize $1 million in 
Community Project Funding being allo-
cated to the EOC
to modernize and renovate technology. 
More than $17 million in federal fund-
ing is coming to
Johnson County for infrastructure im-
provements.
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Festival Choral Society 
To Perform Their Spring 

Concerts
            Spring Hill Baptist Church, 406 W. Nichols,
                            Spring Hill, KS  66083
                       Saturday, May 4 at 6:00 p.m. 

& Sunday, May 5 at 3:00 p.m.
  Tickets are available from any choral member or at the Door, $15.00 
each.  The Festival Choral Society begins their 20th season present-
ing their annual spring concerts, "All the Things You Are".  We 
are delighted to be welcoming back our featured guest vocalist, Jon 
Daugharthy, a crowd favorite.
                          We hope to see you at our concerts!!
   "Promoting and sharing the art of choral music through public 
outreach, education and community service."
   The Festival Choral Society is a non-profit 501 (C) 3 organization.
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Poetry by Deb Garr

 WRAY’S BULK FOOD
Deli Sandwiches 
Deli Trays
Candy
Spices and Soaps
Baking Supplies
Canned Goods
Specialty Meats & 
Cheeses 
                                             785-242-3663
HRS-M, T, Th, Fri  9-5 & SAT 9-4    221 S.  MAIN, OTTAWA, KS    
            WED. 9-6    

The Sawyers'
 Living on Wheels 

for 21 Years 

Ann &  I used the  Olathe American Legion for our daughter’s wedding 
reception and for our 50th Wedding  Anniversary.  All of us, my daughter 
included thought it was a perfect place to have those events. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

   (Continues above right)

 
Jared Highfill adjusts the hay 
bale prior to his initial toss in 
the 2024 Ag Olympic Hay throw. 
Highfill heads an Edgerton, Ks 
hay crew known for its strength 
and accuracy.

The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) recom-
mends having a basic Disaster 
Supplies kit ready, which includes 
items such as three days’ worth of 
bottled water and non-perishable 
food, a battery-powered radio, a 
flashlight and extra batteries, a 
first aid kit, a whistle, and warm 
clothing.

Spring Homeschool Days at 
Mahaffie

    The Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop & 
Farm has a field trip just for home-
schoolers. Visit Mahaffie.org and se-
lect your session; 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., 

or 1 to 3 p.m. Students enter for $7 with 
one adult admitted with each student, 
additional adults are $7. Learn about 
the circus that used to visit Olathe in 
the 1860s.

Church Announcements and Bulletins
             (serialized Nov 3, 23 )
            from Dale Applebaugh 

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the 
First Presbyterian Church. Please use 
large double door at the side entrance.
The Associate Minister unveiled the 
church's new tithing campaign slogan last 
Sunday: 
Our next song is "Angels We Have Heard 
Get High."

Massachusetts Street (Lawrence) 
Named Among America's Most 
Charming Main Streets.

Poll of travelers determines the 100 
most picturesque main streets in 
America. 
King Street in Charleston, South 
Carolina emerged as the top pick.
Infographic showing the 100 most 
charming main streets. 
America's main streets are more 
than just shopping destinations - 
they are vibrant hubs of commu-
nity and tradition, with local butch-
ers and bakers creating a fabric 
of personal connections and local 
economies. However, as the retail 
landscape continually evolves with 
the influx of more malls and online 
shopping, these cherished mainstays 
continue to face competition that 
could dictate their survival.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Two friends met after not seeing each 
other for a couple of months.
Bill: "Jack, you look like you not doing 
well?"
Jack (swiping the sweat off his brow): 
"I ain't been ill. It's the work doing me 
in. Working from seven in the morn-
ing till six at night. Only one hour for a 
break. Think of it. Very taxing on ones 
body."
Bill: "Wow, and how long has this been 
going on? How long you been working 
for that company?"
Jack: "Oh, I haven't been there yet. I be-
gin tomorrow," he added gloomily.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
A bank robber pulls out a gun, points it 
at the teller, and says, "Give me all the 
money or you're geography!"

 The puzzled teller replies, "Did you 
mean to say 'or you're history?'"

 The robber says, "Don't change the 
subject!"

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Help Wanted 
 
          Class A CDL Truck Driver 
 
Class A CDL truck driver with donkey/fork lift experi-
ence. Monday thru Friday, all local KC Metro delivery 
area Clean driving record.  
 Excellent pay, health, dental and 401k. South Johnson 
County location. EOE employer.  Apply in person or send 
resume 

Meyers Turf Farm
19055 Metcalf , Stilwell, Ks

913-681-2668

Thought For The Day:
A woman marries a man expecting 
he will change, but he doesn’t.
A man marries a woman expecting 
that she won’t change, but she does. 
Jerry Walter 

HIGHWAY SIGNS IN U.S. & 
CANADA
Years ago we use to see along the 
U.S. Highways such as: 
A MAN, A MISS, A CAR, A 
CURVE, HE KISSED THE MISS 
AND MISSED THE CURVE  
"BURMA SHAVE"
ALASKA:  BEWARE OF PER-
MAFROST HEAVES: (We saw a 
Motor Home hit one of these Per-
mafrost Heaves and it knocked the 
front wheels out  of the front of the 
Motor Home. Some times you do 
not see them until it is to late.
CANADA: SQUEEZE LEFT OR 
SQUEEZE RIGHT,  instead of 
yield to right of way.
IDAHO: KEEP IDAHO GREEN, 
PREVENT FOREST FIRES. 
(PAINTED ON
THE HIGHWAY.
We remember Semi Truck loads 
of gasoline, that had a chain on 
the rear of the trailer, which had 
a steel wheel on it to ground the 
truck while driving down the high-
way. 
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What Will They Do Next ? Coach  Eakin -OGSA

Ger !!!         
               (Continued from Page 1)

 
  We Pride Ourselves

In Growing and 
 Producing Some of
  The Best Premium

  Quality Beef
  Available Anywhere

   in the Midwest
   Let Us Show You

    Why We Feel That
      We Have The Best

       Beef You Will 
    Find Any

   Place

 

    We are doing a January Promo of $10 
Off  Orders of $50 with code: AHJAN2024
   Spring Special Buy 1 Package of KC    
Strip Steaks, Get One Package FREE
           Code  AHMAY2024 

(continues at right)

 Both Markets 

Will Open

  Saturday, April 27 7 AM-Noon Both
    Markets Will Open Rain or Shine !
We will have:  Early Vegetables, 
 Bedding Plants, Flowers, Baked Goods,
    Meat, Eggs, Freeze Dried Candy,
        Crafts & New Vendors !!

 7 AM

 Darling Dennis  Loveable Tricia
"   You'll Never Find as Many Great,
Super Friendly People in Just One Place!"

To learn more, go to Olathe city website: WWW.olatheks.org

Olathe Community Center & BlackBob Park
  Wed.& Sat., 7 AM Rain/Shine Til Sold Out
    World's Friendliest Farmers, Bar None!
            We'll See You There, Soon!" 

  Treat Yourself to Some of the Area's Best Tasting,
Best Priced Fresh Fruits & Vegetables & Other
Tasty Items at Olathe's 2 Great Farmers' Markets.
1. Olathe Community Center, KC Road & Ridgeview
2. BlackBob Park,off 151st, just east of BlackBob Rd.
       BlackBob Park is just east a few blocks of the
            intersection of BlackBob & 151st Streets

Dennis & Tricia-
have organized the
Olathe Farmers' 

Markets since 1995 

Opening Both Locations Saturday

   April 27 -7 AM til Noon Rain/Shine

My Mother's Day
      (Continued from page 1)

Festival Choral Society 
To Perform Their 
Spring Concerts

  Location:  Spring Hill Baptist Church, 
406 W. Nichols, Spring Hill, KS  66083
  Dates & Times:  Saturday, May 4 at 6:00 
p.m. and Sunday, May 5 at 3:00 p.m.
  Tickets are available from any choral 
member or at the Door, $15.00 each.
   The Festival Choral Society begins their 
20th season presenting their annual spring 
concerts, "All the Things You Are".  We 
are delighted to be welcoming back our 
featured guest vocalist, Jon Daugharthy, a 
crowd favorite.
   We hope to see you at our concerts!!
   "Promoting and sharing the art of choral 
music through public outreach, education 
and community service."
   The Festival Choral Society is a non-prof-
it 501 (C) 3 organization.

Olathe Animal Shelter at 
Capacity

  The Olathe Animal Shelter is at ca-
pacity. We need your help in making 
an impact in an animal’s life. Dogs and 
cats are available for adoption. Visit 
OlatheKS.gov/AnimalShelter to help 
clear the shelter and find your fur-ever 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today .....
There is a blessing in every trial in your 
life, but you have to leave
your heart open to see it.

Sip & Shop in 
Downtown Olathe

Visit the Johnson County Square in Down-
town Olathe from 4 to 8 p.m. on the second 
Wednesday of each month from May to Oc-
tober for a family-friendly pop-up market 
featuring local makers, food trucks, music, 
and more!

The May 8 event will feature live music 
from Blacksher Duo, food/drink trucks Tap 
Truck KC, Twister Taters, 451 Pizza, Om-
nivorium, and more!

Visit OlatheKS.gov for more information.

    Appropriate Fishing Only 
 One morning a husband returns to the 
cabin after several hours of fishing and 
decides to take a nap.

  Although not familiar with the lake, the 
wife decides to take the boat out, since it 
is such a beautiful day. She motors out 
a short distance, anchors, and reads her 
book.
  Along comes a Game Warden in his 
boat. He pulls up alongside the woman 
and says," Good morning, Ma'am, what 
are you doing"?
  "Reading a book," she replies, (think-
ing, "Isn't that obvious"?)
  "You're in a Restricted Fishing Area," 
he informs her.
  "I'm sorry, officer, but I'm not fishing, 
I'm reading."
  "Yes, but you have all the equipment. 
I'll have to write you up a ticket."
"For reading a book"? she replies.
"You're in a Restricted Fishing Area," 
he informs her again.
"But officer, I'm not fishing, I'm read-
ing."
"Yes, but you have all the equipment. 
For all I know you could start at any 
moment. I'll have to write you up a ticket 
and you'll have to pay a fine."
"If you do that, I'll have to charge you 
with sexual assault," says the woman.
"But I haven't even touched you," says 
the Game Warden.
"That's true, but you have all the equip-
ment. For all I know you could start at 
any moment."
"Have a nice day ma'am," and he im-
mediately departed.

MORAL: Never argue with a woman 
who reads. It's likely she can also think

Top Five Signs You 
Picked The Wrong Internet Service Provider
1. Their company logo: two tin cans and a length of string.

2. You check out their address, and it's a phone booth containing a Com-
paq portable and an acoustic coupler.
3. Their chief technical officer lives in a 10-foot-by-7-foot shack in the 
woods.

4. Their proud boast: "We've been on the Internet since it was CB radio."
5. Their promo materials use the words "information" and "superhigh-
way" in the same sentence.

Thought For The Day- 
Don't judge someone because they sin 
differently than you. 
Jerry Walter

SONGS FOR AGING BABY BOOMERS

Herman's Hermits -- "Mrs. Brown 
You've Got a Lovely Walker "

The Rolling Stones -- "You Can't Al-
ways Pee When You Want "

Paul Simon--"Fifty Ways to Lose 
Your Liver"

Carly Simon--"You're So Varicose 
Vein"

The Bee Gees--"How Can You Mend 
a Broken Hip?"

Roberta Flack--"The First Time Ever 
I Forgot Your Face"

Johnny Nash--"I Can't See Clearly 
Now"

The Temptations--"Papa's Got a Kid-
ney Stone"

Nancy Sinatra--"These Boots Give 
Me Arthritis"

ABBA--"Denture Queen"

Leo Sayer--"You Make Me Feel Like 
Napping"

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
When I was a kid, my dad and I had a run-
ning joke. If anyone asked what he did for 
a living, I always said, "He's a sports me-
chanic. He fixes boxing matches and horse 
races." 
Once I answered a teacher this way. She 
flipped out and summoned my parents. 
Dad calmed her down by explaining it was 
a joke. 
"So what do you do?" she asked. 
Dad, a sales rep for a pharmaceutical com-
pany said, "I sell drugs." 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

kitchen to check on the little one that 
was waking from anap. The girls were 
strapped in their booster chairs and the 
other 2 were in their high chairs with 
their snacks.
   Lora Ann and Steph got out of their 
seats, helped the  smaller ones out of the 
high chairs, then the 2 girls pulled out the 
cabinet drawers, climbed to the counter 
then  boosted and helped each other get 
on top of the refrigerator,
   When I came back in with the baby, I 
found the 2 girls on  top of the refrigera-
tor, peeling bananas, breaking off  pieces 
and tossing them to the 2 little ones be-
low.
   I talked to the girls and explained to 
them how they could have really been 
hurt badly. I then told them that some-
times they acted like they were part mon-
key.
    One day at preschool Stephanie told 
her class that she  was part monkey. 
When the teacher asked how she knew 
that, Stephanie said it must be true, my 
Mom and Dad tell me that often.

first year. 
   In 1977, when Dan Eakin moved to 
Olathe with his family—wife and four 
daughters—OGSA was still at the em-
bryo stage.  It was in 1979 that Mr. Eakin 
noticed an ad in Olathe Daily News seek-
ing coaches for OGSA.  He answered the 
ad, and became coach for a girl’s softball 
team sponsored by Duguid-Haynes In-
surance Agency.  
   The uniform for that team was blue 
jeans and a team shirt.  Thanks to Eldon 
Miller they were able to use two fields at 
the State School for the Deaf, playing a 
total of nine games.  Mr. Eakin went on 
to coach OGSA teams for many years.  
In 1983, he formed The Olathe Express; 
his three oldest daughters joined him.  In 
1986, he formed a 12-and-under team—
The Kansas City Peppers.  
  His youngest daughter played for them.  
For a while, he was coaching both teams.  
He still keeps up with OGSA activities, 
and is its current president, although 
he no longer coaches.  At its peak, the 
league boasted 125 teams.  Participation 
has declined in recent years, due to some 
teams choosing tournaments over league 
play.  Mr. Eakin calculates that OGSA 
will field at least 80 teams in 2024.  He 
says that other Metro leagues have been 
competing with OGSA for players and 
teams.  He also cites the growing popu-
larity of other girl’s sports—particularly 
volleyball and soccer. 
            Even though Mr. Eakin admits that 
he didn’t know a lot about the rules of 
girl’s softball, he was willing to take the 
challenge.  He had played a lot of base-
ball—right on into college—and loves 
the game.  He had reservations, though.  
He says that softball is not necessarily a 
natural sport for girls.  The pace can be 
slow, unlike basketball or soccer.  And 
his coaching style was unconventional. 
    “My voice really carries,” he says with 
a shrug.  “Everyone thought I was yell-
ing at them.  I was merely offering verbal 
encouragement.”
  He adds that he wasn’t coaching his 
players any differently than he would 
have coached boys.  And the parents 
could see that the girls were responding 
positively to his coaching. 
   “Plus, we were winning,” he says with 
a grin.
  That first year was everyone’s rookie 
season.  The next year, a few more play-
ers joined the team, and everyone got 
better.   In 1981, their third year, they 
won 39 games, with only one loss against 
teams from both Kansas and Missouri.  
They were invited to—and won—a tour-
nament in Memphis, Tennessee.  Also 
in 1981, Mr. Eakin organized a pitching 
clinic at Olathe Vocational School.  In 
that first clinic, he introduced windmill 
fast pitch to the players.  Good pitchers 
have been clocked at 65 miles per hour.  
The clinic was held for 30 years.     
  Mr. Eakin knows the value of good 
pitching, and notes that teams are often 
built around the pitcher. 
  “Word got around,” he says.  “Others 
saw what we had accomplished.  We had 
tryouts—even started recruiting.” 
  Above all, Coach Eakin wanted to be 
fair to the players.  He says that the bet-
ter ones got to play a lot, but even the 
weaker players got a chance to get in the 
game.  Nobody sat on the bench all the 
time. 
“If you were good enough to make the 
team,” he says matter-of-factly, “you 
were good enough to play.”
            As the seasons passed, and Mr. 
Eakin stepped away from coaching in 
2019.  He says that recruiting got even 
more aggressive, and he couldn’t get the 
pitchers that he was looking for.  Plus, 
other programs were recruiting players, 
starting in sixth grade. 
           Dan Eakin misses coaching.  He 
became attached to team members—and 
their parents.  His players from 30 years 
ago call to chat.  A few weekends ago, 
he met with former players and parents.  
The girls he had coached would go on to 
graduate from college; many had played 
some level of college softball.  And they 
had started careers and families of their 
own.
   Girl’s softball in Olathe has come a long 
way in the last fifty-plus years—in spite 
of a rough start.  From two daytime-only 
fields to a state-of-the-art seven-field 
complex, OGSA has grown—and flour-
ished—in Olathe, through leadership 
from people who volunteer; who sit on 
the OGSA Board of Directors; and from 
the City of Olathe.  They have made this 
dream come true.  The Olathe Daily 
News once dubbed Dan Eakin, “The 
Godfather of Girl’s Softball.”  But his 
most important legacy has been to help 
shape young lives.  Good job, Coach—

Plains which was drawing a very large 
crowd. 
   All along the way the bucolic scenery 
was sending out good vibes and the la-
tent excitement to see such a stunning 
phenomenon kept us looking forward 
to wherever we would be stopping. 
Part of the thrill was to decide where 
to pull over and watch. 
   As we turned down Highway 5 in 
Ava, we began to see people on hill-
sides with picnic baskets and camping 
chairs, donning their stylish eclipse 
glasses and looking to the sky. 
   As we entered Gainesville, there 
were entire parties in full swing along 
the way. I observed a groundhog stand-
ing on haunches looking  inquisitively 
around as the cloudless sky became 
less and less bright. 
  It may have been looking at the weird 
people sitting in unusual places, or it 
may have been something in the air 
that was unsettling, but  there it was, 
looking very confused.
   We found a place to pull over and 
get comfortable before the event hap-
pened. I brought my camera and Mom 
brought her cell phone. I also had ap-
proved eclipse glasses for both of us, 
a camp chair for Mom, her sun hat, 
and some snacks. As we sat and tried 
to watch the event unfold, Mom had 
great difficulty because of her extreme 
light sensitivity. 
  It physically hurts for her to be in 
the sunshine with her eyes open. My 
thought about this particular day was 
that it would be much less bright the 
whole time we were out, so not too 
bad for her. Turned out I was wrong, 
but when the eclipse was total, she was 
able to remove her glasses and hat and 
look up in wonder with me. We were 
gobsmacked! Afterwards Mom said: 
“That was a very beautiful thing.”
   As the sun peeked back out, she told 
me a story about an eclipse experience 
in her childhood. There was  a neigh-
bor that had all kinds of equipment 
with which to view it and she was able 
to see it then, too.
   This would have been back in the 
1940’s, so finding ways to safely view 
it took more thought than where  to buy 
a pair of eclipse glasses. Our common 
experience and her story has marked 
my heart. That she still has a sense of 
wonder and awe at the forces of nature 
gives me hope that I, too, will be ap-
preciative of the world around me in 
my very late life.
       Happy Viewing!

abruptly in the middle of a thought, or 
struggles to think of words or the name 
of objects
4. Getting lost. People with dementia 
may have difficulty with visual and spa-
tial abilities. That can manifest itself in 
problems like getting lost while driving, 
according to the Mayo Clinic.
5. Personality changes. A loved one 
who begins acting unusually anxious, 
confused, fearful or suspicious, or who 
becomes upset easily and seems de-
pressed, is cause for concern.
6. Confusion about time and place. If 
someone forgets where they are or can’t 
remember how they got there, that’s a 
red flag. Another worrisome sign is dis-
orientation about time — for example, 
routinely forgetting what day of the 
week it is, says Jason Karlawish, M.D., 
a neurologist and professor of medicine 
at the University of Pennsylvania Perel-
man School of Medicine and codirector 
of the Penn Memory Center.
7. Misplacing things. Someone with de-
mentia may put things in unusual places 
and may have difficulty retracing their 
steps to find misplaced items, the Al-
zheimer’s Association notes. 
8. Troubling behavior. If your fam-
ily member seems to have increasingly 
poor judgment when handling money or 
neglects grooming and cleanliness, pay 
attention.
9. Loss of interest, or apathy. Not feel-
ing especially social from time to time 
is one thing, but a sudden and routine 
loss of interest in family, friends, work 
and social events is a warning sign of 
dementia. A 2023 study published in the 
Journal of Alzheimer’s Disease found 
that apathy may even be a sign that 
someone is progressing from mild cog-
nitive impairment (MCI) — symptoms 
of memory loss or thinking problems 
that are not as severe as dementia — to 
Alzheimer’s disease. People with MCI 
are at an increased risk of developing 
dementia.
10. Forgetting old memories. Memory 
loss that becomes more persistent is of-

Signs of Dementia Alzheimer's
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Would somebody please explain to me 
those signs that say, "No animals allowed 
except for Seeing Eye Dogs?  "Who is that 
sign for?  Is it for the dog, or the blind per-
son?
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Both Markets
Will Open
Saturdays
April 27 !!



NIELSON 
“The kindest, gentlest, 

friendliest, & most
personable dentist 

ever..and I’ve seen  a 
bunch.”..“
Keith E. Johnson -
Publisher 

-Johnson’s County
 Gazette-

 Family 
Dentistry 

Donald C. Nielson,  
DDS

1500 Indian Creek Pkwy
   Suite 100 

(Just north of Santa Fe &MurLen
     two traffic lights, turn 

     right)  Olathe, Ks 66062

  (913) 829-8700

FAMILY DENTISTRYFAMILY DENTISTRY

Gina is the best in the Midwest at what she does......KEJ
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    Clif’s Outdoor
     913-300-1657, 
Spring Services, Seeding, PreEmer-

gent, Fertilizing, You Name It, We
Will Do It For You.     
  AERATING,   VERTICUTTING,
Fertilizing,   MOWING,  SHRUB

  TRIMMING & EXTRACTION,     
HAULING, GUTTER CLEANING   

  Complete Complete Spring CareSpring Care

Retired USAF Captain Clif Geis needs    
Spring  Service customers for leaf cleanup, 
lawn seeding, fertilizing,hauling,  mows 
yards, treat yards,trees, shrubs in Olathe 
and surrounding areas for his livelihood. 
He does great work, call him at 913-300-
1657. Tell  him the Gazette sent you.   

          

Wes McCoy

 * Mowing * Bushes * Deck
 *Outdoor CleanUp *Staining
   * Raking, Bagging Leaves
* Miscellaneous Chores
 * Big Family, I Need the Work
  
       Doug Keling 

 Gazette Area Auction & Farm Production 

                   Dave Highfill
         Account Representative
      
   * Over 30 Years in Advertising
       * Display & Classified Ads
                913-937-1010
        
       Johnson’s County Gazette 

Gazette Sales Representative

 Clif Needs A Helper, Call Him
flexible hours, part-time, competitive pay

Mowing, Yard Work

Clif’s Outdoor
        913-300-1657
  Accepting New Lawn
Care Customers,2021 
Residential, Field Mowing
  Trees,  Shrubs,Trimming
Removal, Gutter CleanSNOW REMOVALSNOW REMOVAL

SNOW REMOVALSNOW REMOVAL

 913-406-6037,  Text Me if Possible

 Odd Jobs,Inc.
Doug Kieler - Owner 

Romans 10: 9,10

No Job Too 
Small, We Want 
to Help You!

* Misc. Yard Jobs    
* Minor Plbg, Elect
*Interior Clean
*Painting, Scraping
*Ladder Work
*Gutters,  Yard Work
*Hauling,Disposal
*Water Blasting

*Water Blasting
*MinorCarpntry
*Window Clean
*Spraying Bugs
*Oil Changes
*Car,Van, Clean
*Move In-Out

Odd Jobs, IncOdd Jobs, IncProfessional Home DesignerRoofing, Decks, Siding, New C
   turning good ideas into                       913-856-7735    
     great places to live

        
   Lynn Pitts                          Lynmar & Associate Designers, LLC.

   (913) 856-7735 Work
    lynmarplans@gmail.com

turning good ideas into 
great places to live

HomeGrown MicroGreens Hamm's Beer Vintage Advertsing. 
  Small company needs new lawn customers 
for the season. We are in desperate need of 

  Helpers to Do  Lawn 
Landscaping   & Tree Work

    Generous Pay 913-300-1657

  Call Now 913-888-3110             (913) 305-6498

 

Do Something Every Day That Makes You  Happy
* Typesetting *Printing * Banners * Decals * Wraps
*Copies * T-shirts * Site Signs * Magnetics * Sympathy

www.signladykc.com E gina@signladykc.com

Vehicle
Lettering 
Free
Delivery
Nth Quality 

  

Thought For The Day - I'm taking 
care of my procrastination issues, 

just you wait and see. 
Jerry Walter 

Friday was 
a great eve-
ning for 
track and 
field, fierce 
competition 
and great 
weather.  We 
were quite 
pleased with 
our perfor-
mances and 
how they set 
us up going 
into Kansas 
Relays.

From Fri-
day's Lettel 
Legacy In-
vitational at 
L a w r e n c e 
Free State:
Our placer 
were:
8 0 0 m , 
Marisa Jan-
uary: 2nd 
(2:15.82)
1 6 0 0 m , 
Marisa Jan-
uary: 2nd 
(5:14.90)
100m hur-
dles: Lily 
Bunker: 4th 
(16.78)
300m hur-
dles: Lily 

Pistol". I bought his books and instructional tapes, 
watched his movie ‘The Pistol’ many times, wore his 
number 7 and saw him play. I wanted to be like Pete, 
play like Pete and even look like Pete, floppy socks 
and all.
     It all started in the winter of 1968. My folks lived 
outside the small town of Gideon,  deep in the bootheel 
of Missouri on the fringes of SEC territory. TV reception 
was bad, no cable then and only three channels. I was on 
the roof of our old two story house turning the antenna. 
Down below my Dad was at the television and my brother 
Roger at the window. When the LSU game came in good 
I got the relay “That’s good!” We were all glued to the set 
watching Pistol Pete. It was like basketball you had never 
seen before, so surreal!
     Pete got his nickname as a 5’2”, 90 pound 8th grader 
playing on the high school varsity. A reporter seeing him 
shoot the ball off his hips like a gunslinger called him ‘Pis-
tol Pete’ and the legend was born. His dad Press, a former 
pro and college coach,  got his wish in a boy when Pete 
was born in June of 1947. Seeing the baby for the first time 
he hollered at the nurses  “look at those hands and feet, the 
kid’s got it!” Press already saw basketball greatness writ-
ten all over little Pete. 
   Wasting no time Press would shoot baskets in front 
of him hoping to fuel a hunger and passion for the 
game that he had. Seeds were planted and by the time 
he was four Pete had his dad’s passion and by the age 
of seven his dad’s dream. Pete would later say he was 
a human basketball, an android programmed to play 
basketball. Growing up Pete always had a basketball 
in his hand. He dribbled the two miles to and from 
town even while riding his bike. 
   His dad put him in the car with his head out the 
window teaching him to control his dribble at differ-
ent speeds. He shot, dribbled and would spin the ball 
on his fingers until they were raw and bleeding. Press 
gave Pete a set of drills called Homework Basket-
ball. Pete worked for hours perfecting these drills and 
when he got bored he made up his own drills. 
   He slept with a basketball until he was 13 repeating the 
mantra his dad taught him “fingertip control, backspin, fol-
low through”. With  thousands of hours of practice by the 
time he was in high school Pete was a basketball wizard. 
He electrified crowds who flocked to watch him play at 
home and away, amazed at a style of basketball they had 
never seen before. After Pete’s graduation Press got a job  
as head coach at LSU and Pete followed, a package deal. 
  Again Pete filled the arenas getting standing ovations 
wherever he played. The officials had difficulty following 
his play. Pete would come down the court on a fast break, 
wave his hand over the ball and tip it in the opposite direc-
tion, a disappearing ball trick. He’d get called for traveling 
p r o m p t i n g 
Pete to holler 
at the referee 
“You didn’t 
even see it!” 
  After re-
v i e w i n g 
tapes it was 
decided that 
only experi-
enced refer-
ees could do 
his games. 
Pete finished 
his college 
career at 
LSU with 
a 44.2 per 
game scor-
ing average 
over 3 years. 

He went over 50 points 28 times  and 60 
points 4 times, and that with double and 
triple coverage most of the time. He is re-
garded by many as the best college basket-
ball player of all time.
     In 1970 Pete was drafted by the Atlanta 
Hawks for 1.9 million, at that time the 
richest contract in sports history. At 6’5” 
and over 200 pounds Pete was excited 
about pro ball. I remember watching his 
first game. Pete came off the bench, quick-
ly stole a pass, hit a jumper and minutes 
later scored on a fast break. But he strug-
gled in his first few years with the Hawks. 
   Players were jealous of his star status 
and contract, and unaccustomed to his 
style of play. Yet in his four years with the 
Hawks Pete made the All Star team and 
averaged over 26 points. In 1974 Pete was 
traded to the New Orleans Jazz. Coming 
‘home’ his career blossomed. In his tenth 
season Pete led the the league in scoring 
and went for 69 points against the Knicks 
and the best defender in the league, Walt 
Frazier. Pete had now achieved his dream 
as the best player in basketball, and no-
body could stop him.
   But just as the playoffs were about to be-
gin Pete hurt his knee. The ever showman 
never missing an opportunity to entertain, 
Pete on a fast break at half court went up 
in the air, through a pass behind his back 
and under his legs and over a defender 
to a teammate under the basket for a lay-
up. The crowd went wild, but Pete went 
down injuring his knee.  Having to wear a 
cumbersome knee brace he was never the 
same after that. Hoping for the champion-
ship that ever eluded him, Pete went to the 
Boston Celtics in 1979. 
  Living in Colby I went with some friends 
to watch him play the Nuggets in Denver 
in early 1980. Pete came out before the 
game and put on his Showtime act for 
the fans. He put on an exhibition of drib-
bling, trick shots, and spinning the ball on 
his fingers, off his knee and onto his head 
into the basket. One of the guys I was with 
was from Boston and basketball coach at 
Colby High. When Pete went to sit down 
after his performance my friend had the 

audacity to walk onto the court, shake hands 
and say a few words to Pete. Security im-
mediately escorted him off the court and 
out of the arena. Needless to say he got 
his reward but missed the game. Boston 
would go on to lose in the playoffs to Phil-
adelphia. 
  The following year Boston won the 
championship but Pete did not come back. 
He retired saying it was no longer fun and 
did not want a championship playing as a 
sub. Pete was an NBA All Star five times, 
on the all NBA team four times and scored 
over 16,000 points. He was inducted into 
the Hall of Fame in 1987. The Hall of 
Fame states Pete as “probably the great-
est creative offensive player in basketball 
history and the greatest ball handler of all 
time”.
     After retirement Pete said he was never 
happy playing college or professional, 
felling it was something he was just born 
to do. He struggled with all the hype and 
pressure. He had developed a drinking 
problem in college to numb the emptiness 
he felt. He lost his mother to suicide and 
never got over not being there for her. She 
had dealt with depression and loneliness 
partly due to Press and Pete always being 
away and performing. 
  The two years after retiring Pete went 
into a deep depression and contemplated 
suicide. One night in 1983 he was very 
troubled and could not sleep. At one point 
he woke up covered in sweat and heard 
the voice of God, “Be strong and lift up 
your heart”. After that Pete was a totally 
changed person happy and at peace for the 
first time in his life. 
  He traveled the country doing clinics for 
youth teaching his Homework Basketball 
and sharing Christ. He signed autographs 
with Philippians 4:13 under his name. 
He visited prisons and inmates on death 
row,schools and hospitals,  sharing his 
faith. His wife Jackie, who was not a be-
liever saw the change in Pete and became 
a Christian. 
   She said he once bought 200 to 300 tur-
keys and hand delivered them at Christ-
mas. Pete also led his dad to Christ and 
they traveled to Israel teaching coaches 
basketball fundamentals and strategy. Pete 
was an exceptional speaker always being 
asked to share his testimony, even did so 
at a Billy Graham Crusade in 1987.  
   Dr. James Dobson of Focus on the Fam-
ily invited Pete to Pasadena for an inter-
view on his Christian radio program. In 
the middle of a friendly pickup game in 
a Nazarene church with Dr Dobson he 
asked Pete how he felt. Pete said “I feel 
great”then seconds later collapsed and 
died. Autopsy showed he was born miss-
ing his left coronary artery. Doctors said 
it was a miracle he had lived past 20. Pete 
died in the only two places he had found 
peace, a gym and a church.
     I have a large picture of Pete, when 
he was with the Jazz hanging on the wall 
by the door entering my gym. I often ask  
who the picture is. Seldom will a young 
adult know, and it is very rare that a youth 
will know that it is Pistol Pete. Pete said 
in a testimony the year before he died that 
in time his name, his accomplishments 
and all his trophies will be forgotten and 
only dust. It has only been a little over 40 
years since Pete wore that number 7 on 
the Jazz and he is already largely forgot-
ten. His basketball records will be forgot-
ten or broken too. But the many lives he 
touched for Christ will live on forever.
  But in the end the only legacy that 

Pistol Pete Marovich 

PUBLIC AUCTION
           Saturday, May 4, 2024 @ 9:00 A.M.
                              13840 W. 200 Rd., Mound City, KS
*(20) I.H. and J.I. Case Tractors  *’64-’65-’66 Chevrolet Pickups
*’58 Chevrolet Delray, 2-Door  *Tillage Equipment *Grain Trucks   *200+ pieces of 
farm implements   *Collectibles *Tools & Farm Related Items   *Tons of scrap iron
 
   Auctioneer’s Note: Two auction rings all day. Inspection of items Friday, May 
3, 2024 from 9 a.m. - 4
p.m. ONLY
                       Ed Samyn Estate Seller: Debbie Samyn
                                             HAMILTON AUCTIONS
                                                        Mark Hamilton
                          785-214-0560 C   785-759-9805 H

"for sale bill and photos see kansasauctions.net"
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  Gazette Sports                     

Gazette Sports Editor 
  david  hiGhfill        

  

Jesse Johnson     Fixd4ukc@gmail.com

APPLIANCE REPAIR
       913-439-7759
    In-Home Appliance Repairs
       and HVAC Maintenance     * Commercial -
         * Residential 
             *Insured LLC
            913-439-7759

Being in the Midwest has 
meant thousands of trains 

 

   Ann & I have lived at 1616 E. Sunvale Drive in 
Old Havencroft since 1991. We have touched up the 
paint here and there, but sadly, realistically, being 
self-employed, busy as  a beaver has meant, I  haven't 
had time for preventative  maintenance. 
  This is where third generation, long-time family
friend Sean Trammell and his crews comes in.
"Keith, it's been a long time since we painted 
your house, do ya want a bid?"  "Yes, sure", I said. 
  What happened next, after they arrived was the
most conscientious, thorough-going transformation 
of our long neglected ranch to a brand-new looking 
house!  
  First, they carefully removed everything that needed 
to be moved, plants, trellises, broken downspouts, 
damaged gutters, rotten fascia  boards, et al.  Then, 
they power-washed. That alone made me feel better 
about our home. It was amazing what dirt & fading 
had done over those many, many years. 
  Then, when dry, the courteous, thoughtful crewmen
started the over 300 hundred or more feet of caulking, 
patching, replacing hardware, and more.
   Then, they removed windows, masked everything 
off and began the brushing, the spraying and the trim 
paint. I told the crew members they were not paint-
ers, they were  truly ARTISTS fully  restoring a 1967 
vintage house to its former elegance. I rest my case.
   If you're ready for the Best at a Reasonable Price,

 

 Keith & Ann Johnson 

 Mention This Ad!

Take $250 Off Our

   Best Price- You

Can't Beat That!

Enjoy The Football Season '23 Enjoy The Great Basketball 
     and Soccer Seasons

  House Painting + Plus *

We Love These Guys !!kej aemj

913-915-1089  $250 Off w/ AD!

Anjali wins still another great race 

Anjali Hocker Singh will lead the Olathe 
North track team this spring.
She has an amazing 5 state track and 
cross country state 6A titles.

At right Olathe North's Anjali is a 5x 
state champ.  4x in XC.  1 time in track.  
The3200 her freshman year.  She has been 
runner up 2x in track as well.

from Steve Rainbolt, old 
SM East high school track teammate and 
Wichita State U Head Track and Field 
coach.
He high jumped 6'11 in 74-unbelievable 
then!
Went to KU and great Decathlete!
At Wichita State 30 years and very suc-
cessful!
Dave Highfill

   We’re looking forward to KU relays 
this week, we have a group of 23 ath-
letes in a variety of events. Anjali is 
healthy which is awesome. She’s in the 
3200, 1600 and is going to run on our 
4 x 8.
   Other highlights that we’ve had is 
Hannah Jensen broke our school re-
cord in the long jump, jumping 18‘,2“. 
And then not necessarily performance 
wise, but we had six student athletes 
sign to run Cross Country or track in 

Thought For The Day - I'm taking 
care of my procrastination issues, 

just you wait and see. 
Jerry Walter 

             21400 West 153rd St.
       Olathe, Ks 66061

        913-393-9622

 Olathe Family  YMCA

Congratulations Old Settlers !!Please Come Today & Visit & See All the Great 
Things We Have to Offer You & Your Family

Hansen Sets Olathe North 
Long Jump Record
  Olathe North senior Hannah Jen-
sen leaped a school record long 
jump of 18'10'' at the SM West In-
vitational. It eclipsed the old mark 

    HCA  Track Team Post
           High Marks
By Dave Highfill, Gazette Sports
   A trio of Heritage Christian Academy 
track and field athletes posted season 
best marks in local competition last 
week.
  Senior Rachel Van Gorp sailed a sea-
son best 18'10'' in the long jump-tops in 
3A and second  best in Class 1-6A. She 
also ran  a season best 400 meter time 
of 59.82-ranks  number two in 3A.  Her  
200 meter clocking of 26.1 is 3rd best 
in 3A.
   Sophomore Juliana Parr ran 2:28 in the 
800 meters-number 1in the region and 
5th best in 3A.
She also ran the 1600 in 5:34-2nd best 
in the region.
   Not to be outdone, senior Maddy Wolf 
threw the javelin 139.5 feet-second best 
in 3A and 3rd best in 1-6A.

Lady Broncos Track Team 
4th At Lawrence 
Invitational
by Dave Highfill, Gazette Sports
  Marisa January placed second in 
the 800 and 1600 meters leading the 
Spring Hill Lady Broncos at the Let-
tel Legacy Invitational at Lawrence 
Free State last week.
 January timed 2:15.8 in the 800 
meters and 5:14.9 in the 1600 race.
  Lily Bunker took fourth in the 100 
hurdles in 16.78 and  was fifth in the 
300 hurdles in 50.98. 
  Field event points came from Mar-
go Todd who heaved the shot put 
39'7'' to take second and later tossed 
the discus 137'4''
to finish first. Haylee Whitcraft 
threw the javelin 116'2'' to place 7th.
Adelyn O'Hanlon leaped 11' to 
place 2nd in the pole vault and Jol-
ee Castro cleared 10'6' for 3rd in the 
same event.
  ''It was a great evening for track 
and field, said Coach Brent Smith-
eran. Fierce competition and great 
weather. We were real pleased with 
the effort as we get set for the KU 
Relays."

Friday was 
a great eve-
ning for 
track and 
field, fierce 
competition 
and great 
weather.  We 
were quite 
pleased with 
our perfor-
mances and 
how they set 
us up going 
into Kansas 
Relays.

From Fri-
day's Lettel 
Legacy In-
vitational at 
L a w r e n c e 
Free State:
Our placer 
were:
8 0 0 m , 
Marisa Jan-
uary: 2nd 
(2:15.82)
1 6 0 0 m , 
Marisa Jan-
uary: 2nd 
(5:14.90)
100m hur-
dles: Lily 
Bunker: 4th 
(16.78)
300m hur-
dles: Lily 

Two Broncos Named To 
All-Frontier League Boy 

Basketball Team
    Spring Hill's Chase Bond and Jordan 
Miller were recently named to the Fron-
tier All-league boys basketball team.
  Bond, a senior , earned a first-team se-
lection while Miller, a sophomore, was 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
  A father took his 5-year-old son to 
several baseball games where The 
Star-Spangled Banner was sung before 
the start of each game.
   Then the father and son attended a 
church on a Sunday shortly before In-
dependence Day.
  The congregation sang The Star-
Spangled Banner, and after everyone 

Buscher Is Tri-County Girls 
Basketball Player Of The Year
  Spring Hill junior forward Sydney 
Buscher was recently named Tri-Coun-
ty girls basketball player of the year.
  Buscher averaged 17.9 points and 11.3 
rebounds per game. She added 2.7 as-
sists and 2.3 steals per game.
  She led Spring Hill to a 14-7 record 
and Frontier league title.
The team also won the Top Gun Cham-
pionship in Wellsville.

    Gazette Glances 
 by Dave Highfill, Gazette Sports
Congratulations to Coach David 
Birch on winning the 6A boys bas-
ketball Coach of the Year honors. 
Birch, former Olathe East and Ot-
tawa University basketball standout, 
guided the SM Northwest Cougars to 
a perfect 25-0 record and a big win 
over state power Wichita Heights in 
the final. Birch has an overall 94-21 
record and has all state players Ke-
aton Wagler and Ethan Taylor re-
turning.
  Also winning Coach of the year 
was Rick O'Neill at Wellsville high. 
O'Neil led the Eagles to an impres-
sive 23-3 record and  its first 3A state 
title in 30 years.
   O'Neil has led many teams 
throughout the state including St. 
Paul, Towanda Circle, Great Bend, 
Spring Hill and Wellsville compiling 
641 wins.
   Speaking of basketball, be sure and 
read Gazette guest columnist Stuart 
Stiles piece on the great 'Pistol Pete 
Maravich'. Stiles does a great job of 
recounting the trials and tribulations 
of Maravich. 
   Wyatt Thompson, the K-State 
play-by-play man for football and 
men's basketball, did a nice job of 
filling in for Jake Eisenberg on the 
Royals three-game series broadcast 
in New York recently. It was Thomp-
son's first time calling major-league 
games and fulfilled a lifelong dream.
   In the high school track and field 
arena, Olathe West continues its 
dominance.
The girls team has been led by 
 Bree Newport, Kate Miller, Kalyn 
Willingham, Lily Brewer,  Colby 
Brown and Abi Faimon.  The boys 
scoring leaders have been 
Dayton Richardson, Isaac Shilling, 
Gunnar Hornung, Tyler DeGroof 
and Braeden Gillam.
   At Olathe North, Ka Liyah McGin-
nis recently set school records in 100 
and 200 meter races. Kaiya McKie 
set a personal best 100 hurdle mark 
and Anjali Hocker-Singh and Kay-
lee Tobaben have excelled in the 
1600.
  For the boys, Jacob Parrish has 
been the leading point winner scor-
ing in the 400 meters, 110 hurdles 
and 400 relay. Paul Rowden, high 
jump, and Mason Hyskell, shot put. 
have been consistent.
 Finally, Mid America Nazarene 
University Head football coach Paul 
Hansen reports on a solid spring 
training and April 20th scrimmage 
game. Construction work on the 
Pioneers new stadium remains on 
schedule .
The defending Heart of America  
champions begin the 2024 season 
at Culver-Stockton Sept. 7.  First 
home game comes at CBAC Sept. 
15 against Peru State.

Bronco Boys Track Team 
Wins Paola Invitational, 

Girls Second
 by Dave Highfill, Gazette Sports
   Scoring 136.5 points, the Spring Hill 
boys track team brought back first place 
honors from the Paola Invitational April 
4. Eudora was runner-up and host Paola 
took third
   On the girls side, Spring Hill took sec-
ond  to Eudora and Paola third. 
   Marissa January was once again a 
double-winner capturing 800 and 1600 
meter titles. She ran a time of 2 minutes 
and 20 seconds in the 800 and clocked 
5:15 in the 1600.
   Legacy Murphy was runner-up in the 
400-meter dash. Lily Bunker took sec-
ond in the 100-meter hurdles. She was 
third in the 300-meter hurdles.
   Margo Todd was second in the shot 
put and discus. The Lady Broncos took 
second in the 400-meter relay and third 
in the 1600-meter relay.
  For the boys, Calen George led the 
way winning the 1600-meter race in an 
excellent time of 4:29. Cody Hockett 
won the 300-meter hurdles in 40:95 
and took second in the 110-hurdles.
Carter Meek won first place in the shot 
put with a heave of 50-4.
   The Bronco 3200 relay of Brody 
Kerr, Zachary Anderson, Jack Janovick 
and Walker Roberts also brought home 
gold.
  Janovick also took second in the 
3,200-meter run and Seth Oberkrom 
was second in the high jump and triple 
jump.
  Jackson Torrez took second in the 
shot put and discus.

Two At Olathe East Sign 
Football Scholarships

   Two more Olathe East students have 
signed national Letter of Intents to play 
college football this fall. Coach Courtney 
Porter said Jalen Proctor will take his tal-
ents to William Woods while Zion Wayne 
will play at nearby Baker University. Con-
grats and Best of Luck from the Joco Ga-
zette.

Record Setter!
 MANU softball player Cordelia Hanger stands on second base after hitting a 
double. Hanger holds school records for total career hits and steals. She will 
lead the Pioneers in a home weekend series against Baker.

 At left is SpringHill's Marisa 
January placed second in the 800 and 
1600 meters at the Lettel Invitational at 
Lawrence Free State last week.
Submitted photo.

Remember 

Mom- Mother's 

Day   M
ay  12

     Good Luck Spring 
       Sports Teams !

KSHSAA TRACK AND FIELD 
MEET ON SCHEDULE FOR MAY 

24-25, 2024 AT CESSNA 
STADIUM, WICHITA,KS

        Update of Cessna Stadium
            Renovation Project
Phase 1 has been underway since last 
summer, most notably the demolition of 
the East side bleachers.
  Phase 2 will begin immediately af-
ter the state meet ends May 25. It calls 
for the widening of the field to accom-
modate soccer and the installation of a 
9-lane track.
   ''This is going to be a remarkable fa-
cility,'' said longtime Wichita State track 
Coach  and SM East grad Steve Rain-
bolt. It will be a game-changer not only 
for the WSU program but state-wide 
high school track and field.''
   Kyle Doperalski, KSHSAA Track and 
Field Administrator said,''No doubt the 
2024 state meet will have a different 
look and feel but promised the format 
will remain the same.
 The State meet will run May 24-25 at 
Cessna stadium. All six classes will be 
featured with a two-day schedule and start 
time both days is 8 a.m.

K-State's Thompson Fills 
In For Royals 3-Game 

Series Broadcast
  For Kansas State followers, a fa-
miliar voice was heard on the Roy-
als recent 3-game weekend series in 
New York.
Wyatt Thompson, a member of the 
Kansas Broadcasting Hall of Fame, 
fulfilled a lifelong dream 
broadcasting a major-league game.
   Thompson is the Wildcats play-
by-play man for football and men's 
basketball. He is joined in the booth 
by Stan Weber.
 ''Baseball was my first sports love,'' 
said Thompson, who has called 
baseball games at K-State. I could 
hardly put into words how exciting 
it was."

Friday was a great evening for track 
and field, fierce competition and great 
weather.  We were quite pleased with 
our performances and how they set us 
up going into Kansas Relays.

From Friday's Lettel Legacy Invita-
tional at Lawrence Free State:
Our placer were:
800m, Marisa January: 2nd (2:15.82)
1600m, Marisa January: 2nd (5:14.90)
100m hurdles: Lily Bunker: 4th (16.78)
300m hurdles: Lily Bunker: 5th (50.98)
Shot Put: Margo Todd: 2nd (39' 7")
Discus: Margo Todd: 1st (137' 4")
Javelin: Haylee Whitcraft: 7th (116' 
2")
Pole Vault: Adelyn O'Hanlon: 2nd (11' 
0")
Pole Vault:  Jolee Castro: 3rd (10' 6")
The girls team finished in 4th with 61 
points
  400m, Jack Gisel:  7th (51.90)
1600m, Calen George: 4th (4:28.91)
3200m: Logan Beckman: 2nd (9:29.10)
110m hurdles: Cody Hockett: 3rd 
(15.61)
4x400m Relay: Hockett, Smitheran, 
Oberkrom, Gisel: 5th (3:29.21)
Shot Put: Jackson Torrez: 2nd (50' 3"
Discus: Jackson Torrez: 6th (131' 2")
Javelin: Miles Pankey: 6th (154' 0")
The boys team finished in 7th with  39 
points
   We have our top varsity group at Kan-
sas Relays this Friday-Saturday.  The 
rest of our team will be in action on 
Thursday at Louisburg.



  Page 8  EvErybody rEads thE GazEttE

The Hougland 
   Team

    Steve Hougland           Susan Lowe                Allison Hougland

Johnson County’s Only Locally-Owned Newspaper for 48 Years              May 1, 2024

  

    Keller-Williams
Contact 
Steve Hougland at 913-449-9920
    Suzy Lowe at  913-927-3416
 Allison Hougland 913-709-0945
         Full-Time Professionals 

  OLATHE   AREA 
EXPERTS 

  
        

JS Parker Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Jason S. Parker, Agent

13905 South Mur-Len Rd
Olathe, Ks 66062

Bus: 913-764-0555

 

         Harlan C Parker  Ins Agcy Inc 
Harlan Parker, Agent

13095  South Mur-Len Rd.
Olathe, Ks 66062

Bus: 913-782-3310

"Ann & I used Steve Hougland for two real estate transactions and were very 
pleased."....Keith and Ann Johnson 

Thought For The Day – Apparently 
responding to a wedding RSVP with 
“Maybe next time” isn’t a proper re-
sponse. Who knew? 
Jerry Walter 

Carrell Auctions
    1722 S. Harris Ave.  Independence, Mo   816-206-3163

Arts, collectibles and antiques auction house 
offering in-house auctions, timed on-line 
auctions,Estate liquidations, Individual 

consignments and appraisals!
806-206-3163     www.carrellauctions.com

   Call Josh or Tamara today!  
carrellauctionservices@gmail.com

front Porch 
antiquEs
534 North Main   Ottawa,Kansas  
             New Items Added Weekly
   Antiques,Vintage-New Decor
    785-242-6355
    HRS-MON-SAT-9-5
    CLOSED SUNDAYS

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
SHORT DRIVE! COME VISIT US!



Bev Wittenborn
“At Your Service Recipes” 

“At Your Service” Cookbooks are available for 
purchase at Feeney’s Hallmark, 

Mahaffie Heritage Center, Junque Drawer Boutique, &
 Rhoades Family Dentistry.   

Or contact me, Beverly Wittenborn, at 782-6442.

           Bev grew up on a farm in  
Carbondale, Ks., just south of Topeka, 

is a Kansas State graduate, in Home 
Economics Education. She  is the Moth-
er of 2 sons, married to former TWA,  
Ozark, and  American Airlines Captain, 
US Air Force Lieutenant Colonel John 
Wittenborn; grandmother of four; who 
is a former Betty Crocker Award Winner 
and former Olathe Mayor Pro-Tem.  

  Gazette Culinary Cuisinartiste
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Wanted : Vintage Clothing 

"From Our Pastures, To Your Table"  

 

 Start

 Start

Expires 12/31/23

Expires 12/31/23

Expires 12/31/22

16138 W. 135th St
East Hours M-Thur 9-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.

jj  Hours at Hair Shop West 
Hours M-Th 8-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.

East Hours M-Thur 9-8;Fri 8-7  Sat, 8-5,Closed Sun.913-829-4868

   397-9888        397-8808 
             West Olathe Location
                131 N. Parker (K-7)
 K-7 & Santa Fe, Next to PriceChopper

                 Olathe Location
                16120 W. 135th St (near Kohls)
 SantaFe & Brougham-Next to Olathe Library
 

Offer Expires Dec 31,2024

Offer Expires Dec 31,2024

Offer Expires Dec 31,2024

  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
A very excited mother asked her daughter, 
"Well, what happened when you showed 
the girls in the office your new engagement 
ring? Did they all admire it?" Her daugh-
ter replied, "Better than that, four of them 
recognized it!"
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Ladies LIKE NEW bundled at-
tire, business & sports wear. Size 
small, medium, 6-8 & petite, east 
side Olathe. 1-816-289-1791.

ii

  

 

It’s April! We’re over half way thru April! Let’s see, we’ve had the Eclipse, 
Tax deadline, Boston Marathon, Olathe Marathon, Earth Day, 80-degree days, 
and some really windy days! I’m hoping that the days of frost and freezing are 
over because I’m starting to move my plant forest out of the house to the back 
deck! I have a neighbor who prefers to wait until MOTHER’ S DAY
to move plants out. On a recent very warm day I decided to take the grill cover 
off and see if any critters had spent time in the grill this winter. It wasn’t too 
bad, so grilling time has begun!
   April is known as National Gardening Month here in the Northern Hemi-
sphere. April Showers bring May Flowers! Yes, we just received some rain, 
could use more, but every little bit helps.  It’s always good to see the peren-
nials pop up after spending the winter hibernating. I’ve notyet gone to the 
garden centers to pick up flowers and tomato plants. Last year’s tomato crop
was pretty lousy so I’m hoping for better results this year. I just learned that 
one is never too  old to learn something new! In my research for Spring tradi-
tions including food, I came across a recipe for Cream of Fiddlehead Soup. 
What in the world is Fiddlehead?
    Fiddleheads are the  ostrich fern’s young fronds. Fiddleheads are named for 
resembling the ornamental ends of fiddles and other string instruments. They 
are not common to our area, more in the New England and Eastern Canada 
region. Are you still with me? Boston Fern maybe I but I’ve never heard of an 
ostrich fern. An ostrich animal but an ostrich fern? It does suggest that if you 
can’t find fiddleheads for this recipe, try it with sliced fresh asparagus. Now 
that I understand! I’m always happy to see the asparagus pop up in the spring. 
It’s never too early to start planning  for the really special day in May which is 
always on the 2nd Sunday—MOTHER’S DAY!MOTHER’S DAY!  
  What is best to make? Do you make reservations? For us it’s usually gather 
at home and celebrate Mom. Speaking of celebrations, May is also Graduation 
month. Another milestone accomplished, so celebrate! Looking thru cook-
books for some ideas to share this time, I came across rhubarb. Yes, rhubarb 
is spring, and this is a Grandmother recipe! Can’t go wrong with that for a 
Mother’s Day treat! Then I was looking for a recipe for coleslaw since I have 
most of a head of cabbage left over from corned beef and cabbage in March. 
I have a favorite one  stashed somewhere in my collection but couldn’t find 
it. Looked in Havencroft School cookbook and found another Grandmother 
recipe so that is fits well with the Mother and Grandmother Day idea! And 
then on to Graduation celebrations, how about Buffalo Chicken Dip? I’m sure 
most young folks would enjoy that appetizer. The recipes below start off with
spring food traditions and then move to May and Mother’s Day and Gradua-
tion Day! Call me a little goofy with Fiddlehead Soup but maybe I made you 
smile? Enjoy!

                  Cream of Fiddlehead Soup
1 ½ c. fiddleheads, cleaned and finely chopped
OR Asparagus!
2 tablespoons butter
2 cubes chicken bouillon
1 small onion, minced
1 clove garlic, minced
2 cups milk
2 cups heavy cream
Salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste
  Steam the fiddleheads for 10 to 12 minutes or until tender. Set aside. In 
a saucepan, melt the butter and bouillon cubes over medium heat. Add the 
fiddleheads, onions, and garlic, and cook for 10 minutes.  Add the milk, stir 
frequently, and heat thoroughly. Add the cream, stir to incorporate, and season 
with salt and pepper. Serve steaming hot.

            Grandma Proctor’s Rhubarb Cake
1 ½ c. rhubarb
¾ c. sugar
¾ c. brown sugar
2/3 c. oil
1 egg
1 c. buttermilk or
1 c. milk and 1 tsp. vinegar
1 tsp. soda
1 tsp. salt
2 ½ c. flour
Mix all together. Grease pan.
Topping:
½ c. sugar
1 Tbsp. butter
1 tsp. cinnamon
Crumble on top before baking. Bake at 350 degrees for 25 to 30 minutes.

Pam McNicoll
---------------------------------------------------------------                    Granny Purvis’ Coleslaw
2 small heads cabbage, shredded or
1 pkg. pre-shredded
1 small onion, chopped fine
1 green pepper, chopped
4 to 5 stalks celery, chopped
Shredded carrots
¾ c. oil
¾ c. vinegar
1 ½ c. sugar
1 tsp. salt
Combine all vegetables in large pot. Combine oil, vinegar, sugar, and salt in 
pan. Bring to rapid boil. Slowly pour over vegetables. Do not stir. Let sit for 1 
hour. Refrigerate. Lasts 10 days.

From Havencroft 1992 Cookbook Mandy Stark---------------------------------------------------Buffalo Chicken Dip
2, (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, softened
1 c. Ranch salad dressing
¾ c. hot wing sauce
1 ½ c. Cheddar cheese, shredded
1 pkg. boneless chicken breast, cooked and shredded
Heat oven to 400 degrees. In large bowl, combine cream cheese, salad dress-
ing, hot sauce, and shredded cheese until well blended. Gently stir in chicken. 
Spoon dip into 2-quart casserole dish. Bake 30 minutes or until hot and bubbly.

Pat Schroeder
“At Your Service” cookbooks are available for purchase at Feeney’s 
Hallmark, Mahaffie Heritage Center, Junque Drawer Boutique, and 
Rhoades Family Dentistry. Or contact me, Beverly Wittenborn, 782-
6442.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
A man has to take a business trip 
overseas so he entrusts his best 
friend with the job of keeping an eye 
on his wife. If anything out of the or-
dinary should occur, his friend was 
to notify him immediately.
After about a week with no contact, 
the businessman received a telegram 
containing only one sentence. "The 
man who comes to visit your wife ev-
ery night didn't show up yesterday."
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thought for today .....
Don't let anyone who hasn't been in 

New Life Christian Academy will hold its 
second annual Benefit Auction May 11, 
2024 at 4:30 p.m. 29200 West 188th Street,
Gardner Ks 66030.
  Doors open at 4:30!
Our only fundraising event (silent plus live 
auction) allows everyone the opportunity 
to have our children washed in the word.

 JOHN  BROWN  BIRTHDAY    CELEBRATION  MAY 4  12-3

Thought For The Day – Enjoy do-
ing your children's laundry. Someday 
they'll be gone. 
Jerry Walter

 John Brown Birthday Celebrate
May 4th- 12-3 PM  Come Celebrate
 A Man Who Started the US Civil War in Our State of Kansas  Re-

member Mom- 

Mother's 

 Remember 

Mom- Mother's 

Day   May  12

 Remember Mom- 
Mother's Day   May  12
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Captain  Edward (Ed) Hayes (Ret.)

A Gazette Feature Column: 

 Toward Being a 
  Deputy Sheriff 

Captain  Edward (Ed) Hayes (Ret.) 
Johnson County Sheriff‘s Dept.  

IF you would like to know more 
about Johnson County, the metro-
politan area, as well as law enforce-
ment history, all branches, buy my 
book, "Nice Pinch."  It’s available 
in paperback and kindle, on Ama-
zon or order from Barnes & Noble, 
you can learn .
  You can contact Ed Hayes   , 
americanpatriots@sbcglobal.net or 
call 913 620 0771
 “AND REMEMBER, PRAY 
FOR OUR COUNTRY! OUR 
ENEMIES ARE WORKING 24/7 
TO DESTROY US! IN GOD WE 
TRUST.”

Ed Hayes    
(Continued from Page 1)

    Best Area Electrician -  Jim Osmun 

913-548-8720 www.cfmelectricalservice.com

913-548-8720 www.cfmelectricalservice.com

 "Ann & I love this guy's work"... Keith J.

"Ann & I love the 
work Jim   & his 
co-workers do"kj

 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 3:00 - 5:30      Tuesday, Thursday  10:00 - 5:30 

Jewelry & Watch Repair 
       Buy-Sell-Trade

Recent Truly Heroic 
Americans Who 
Died in the  Line of 
Service Over the 
Last Few Weeks 

(continues at right)

 

(continues at right)

From Officers Down
Memorial Page, 43 Offi-
cers Killed in the Line of 
Duty This Year, 126 last
year.
  Thought for today, and a fact, as 
we get older, the news of a good 
friend’s demise, the deaths, comes 
all too often.

   NOW, WOW! Talk about a 
bombshell! Just like that! A cou-
ple weeks ago, the morning news 
by Bloomberg was this, here it is:
   The mayor of Kansas City Mis-
souri is negotiating with the Den-
ver and New York Mayors to re-
locate illegal aliens to Kansas 
City from those towns. I guess 
he doesn’t know about the crime 
rates in KCMO. 
  He also, in his lack of com-
mon sense, doesn’t know, won’t 
consider, the additional crimes 
this will add to the numbers, the 
threats to public safety, our police,  
and our citizens. Consider the 
tax money to take care of these 
people, your dollars that could be 
used for Americas needs.
  Crimes that before 20 years ago 
were not that prevalent, now are
rampant. Just consider a criminal 
act and they are included, now
add to that, the do-nothing cop 
hater prosecutor in Jackson Coun-
ty, Missouri and that bleeding 
heart will take the illegals side be-
fore any American citizen or espe-
cially a cop.
   That's about illegal aliens who 
broke Americas laws, the na-
tion’s laws, to invade this country. 
A small percentage ofAmerican 
population, (7%) of the popu-
lation commit 64% of federal 
crimes in America according to 
the Department of Justice. Can 
anyone tell me why this is being 
done? The
question of course, is rhetoric.   
   Check the crime rates in Denver
and New York City Mr. Q. Where's 
your common sense! IF this hap-
pens and it will, how long do ya 
think it will be before they  move 
to Johnson County. This radical 
mayor is bringing more crime and 
danger to the entire Metropolitan 
area and he is breaking the laws 
to do it. Arrests of noncitizens by 
the U.S. government more than 
tripled over the past decade and 
now account for 64 percent of all 
federal arrests.
    IF these people come into KC, 
you can also bet that our liberal
head county commissioner will 
bend over backwards to bring   to 
JO CO.   Whether they come by 
bus, airplane or any other venue, 
law enforcement should meet the 
bus or airplane and arrest the bus 
driver or pilot who is transporting 
them.
   Why? How many times have we 
heard of coyotes transporting  il-
legals into America in a bus, van, 
car, truck or anything else?  The 
coyote is arrested!  Why is this 
any different?   Before I retired, 
my dream was to live in Colorado, 
downhill skiing and motorcycle 
trips had me hooked. I spent my 
first month of retirement staying 
with a friend and playing in the
mountains. 
  Purely by accident I bought a 
property as an investment, I made 
an offer I just knew would not be 

accepted, they took it! It wasn’t too 
long before I decided to build a house, 
which I did. Over 20 years ago, now, 
and settled in, I hadn’t been in Colo-
rado very long before I was hearing on 
the news, reportsabout the crime spree, 
in Denver and Colorado Springs. At 
that time there were only two news 
stations in my area that WAS
news 
  IF you want to call it that in today’s 
world. Each night, reports were His-
panics killing each other as well as 
anyone else that got in their way, that 
was the nucleus of crimes committed.
I was in the dark, I was amazed, hav-
ing been a COP for 29 years, now re-
tired. Why is this, I wondered, that is 
when I began to wake up.
   It was about that point in time that I 
was hearing about  Americans sitting 
in lawn chairs on the border and re-
porting to Border Patrol illegals com-
ing across the border, breaking the
laws of our country. I started paying 
attention to what they were doing, at 
first, I thought it to be a bit amusing. 
   These were the men and women 
of the Minuteman Civil Defense 
(MCDC) organization, coming to-
gether, concerned with what they were
witnessing. At that time they were 
mainly locals of Arizona, Texas, New 
Mexico, and California but others 
were coming to take part.
   I decided to research, check them 
out. My good friend Steve, called me 
one evening. I could see that he was 
as concerned as I was. Steve asked 
this question, “What are we going to 
do about  all of these people, unlaw-
fully, coming into our country?” My 
response was this, “I don’t know for 
sure Steve, but I am going to join 
the MCDC and see what they are all 
about.”
   At that time most folks believed 
what the MCDC people were  doing 
was silly, unneeded, and uncalled for. 
They were in the dark as I was. I had 
good friends that warned me, what 
I was doing was going to damage 
my reputation. I tried to reason with  
them, educate them and they just stuck 
to their opinions. I  didn’t quit because 
I could see the problem.   At that time 
the MCDC had just a few thousand 
members, it grew a lot more for the 
next few years. 
  The MCDC did not take  just anyone 
who wanted to join. They conducted 
background  checks on each applicant 
and IF you were a convicted felon or
did other serious crimes, you were not 
allowed. Soon I was asked to be the 
leader of the Kansas State chapters, I 
accepted, and work began. My orga-
nizational skills (they said) were key
and Kansas members grew to the 
hundreds. Not too long after that they 
needed a Missouri leader, I accepted, 
and Missouri  members grew.
    Nationwide, members of the MCDC 
grew into the thousands.  Whether the 
media agreed or not, they covered us, 
we were the news. The American pres-
ident at the time, Bush the younger,
called us “VIGILANTES” and that 
put a negative opinion by  some on the 
MCDC. We didn’t care, Bush in my 
mind was ignorant, a One World Or-
der supporter as was his daddy and we
ignored him. He didn’t know as we 
did that the definition of “VIGILAN-
TE” is “Watchman.”
   The reason I am sharing this right 
now is what is still going on in this 
country, and with the current open 
border policy, that’s what they call 
it, IT IS AN INVASION. Every-
thing the MCDC members, me includ-

ed, said was happening and what was
coming. The enablers, Politicians, 
media, big business, churches, billion-
aires, all the one world order people, 
were against us.
   Along with donations members spent 
their own dollars supporting the or-
ganization and trying to get the word 
out. The mission was to educate the 
public which was mainly on deaf ears. 
I lost count on the number of times I 
talked to a media person whose reply 
was, “I didn’t know that!” But they 
were small cogs in the machinery and 
things didn’t change. Now, as aware-
ness is and has taken place due to the 
enabler’s actions in DC more are wak-
ing up.
   In short, we were trying to bring 
awareness to facts like, IT IS an 
INVASION, every state is now an 
open border, not just the 4 southern 
states. We were talking about disease 
being brought into the US, the impact 
on the education system, which is bad 
enough as it is, and more. I will ex-
pand on this next time on facts, facts 
we were trying to educate the public 
on, facts that are now out there and 
we all know it. I was talking about 
the “invasion, every state was now 
open borders” over twelve years ago. 
I was criticized by the lawyers for the 
MCDC, told not tosay those things, I 
did not listen to them.
   As it turns out, the lawyers were all 
about themselves, collecting money 
from the organization, and not about 
America. Andsomething else hap-
pened to the MCDC that frequently 
happens to many other organizations. 
While us members were working our 
butts off for the cause, the MCDC 
leaders turned on us. 
  At first, leader, Chris Simcox had his 
priorities in the right place, he did get 
us started. But after a while it became 
all about him, and then he decided to 
run for the Senate and abandoned us, 
telling us to disband the organization. 
While there are still a few Minuteman 
chapters operating in our countries, 
most went on to other organizations.
   I was proud of what I was doing, still 
am. On a final note, it’s refreshing that 
my good friends, and they still are, 
who warned me about my reputation, 
all became educated and joined the
fight. The MCDC is not recognized for 
trying to do what we did. The media 
will never admit that they were wrong 
and who  was right, have ya ever heard 
a report about that?

IF you would like to learn more about 
Johnson County, the metro area and 
law enforcement history, buy my 
book, "Nice Pinch"; available in pa-
perback and Kindle, at Amazon
or order at Barnes & Noble.  Ed Hayes 
can be contactedby email at american-
patriots@sbcglobal.net, or 913 620-
0771.

Top 5 reasons why computers must be female

5. No one but their creator understands their logic.
4. Even the smallest mistakes are immediately committed to memory for future 
reference.
3. The native language used to communicate with other computers is incompre-
hensible to everyone else.
2. The message, "Bad command or filename," is about as informative as "If 
you don't know why I'm mad at you, then I'm certainly not going to tell you."
1. As soon as you make a commitment to one, you find yourself spending half 
your paycheck on accessories for it.

Thought For The Day - The only 
place success comes before work is 
in the dictionary 
Jerry Walter 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
A man having lunch at a Chinese 
restaurant noticed that the table 
had been set with forks, not chop-
sticks.  He asked why. The waiter 
said "Chopsticks were provided 
only on request." 
"But," the man countered, "if you 
gave your patrons chop-sticks, 
you wouldn't have to pay someone 
to wash all the forks." 
"True," the waiter shot back, "but 
we would have to hire three more 
people to clean up the mess." 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Thursday, May 16, 2024 7 P.M. 
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   Sales, Service, Parts
     On-Site Delivery & 
           Installation
         660-464-9564

   51st Annual Square Fair 

         

Farmstand now open for the 2024 Season, Come Meet 
Us,  the area's Friendliest Farmers, Anywhere !  

                      Bit of History about Desoto
                                             Gail Sawyer
De Soto became a boom town after it was announced in March 1942 that the 
Sunflower Ordnance Works would be built south of the town. Traffic on the 
town’s main street, which was Kansas Highway 10 at the time, was said to be 
bumper-to-bumper for two hours at shift changes at the plant. With housing 
hard to find, workers at what was then called the Sunflower Ordnance Works 
lived in trailers in a De Soto church yard, or tents throughout the town. More 
than 10,000 people were employed in the construction of the plant and 12,000 
worked there during its peak wartime production. Pan a Sonic is now building 
at the same location and will employee 4,000 people and Housing and Apart-
ments are being build everywhere. 

Items up for bid include a 
signed and professionally 
framed Patrick Mahomes 
jersey, Beaver Lake 
Getaway Package, and 
more! All funds raised 
this year will go to either 
our scholarship fund or 
towards the purchase and 
installation of playground 
equipment. 

To submit items for the 
auction or for more infor-
mation, reach out to NLCA 
office at info@nlcagard-
ner.org or 913.856.3934

 May  11, 2024
     Doors Open at 4:30 

        29200 W  188th Street Gardner, Ks 66030
Exciting Auction Items include a Signed Patrick 

Mahomes Jersey, Beaver Lake Getaway

New Life Christian 
Academy will hold 
its second annual 
Benefit Auction May 
11, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. 
29200 West 188th 
Street,
Gardner Ks 66030.
  Doors open at 4:30!
Our only fundrais-
ing event (silent plus 
live auction) allows 
everyone the oppor-
tunity to have our 
children washed in 
the Word.
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       Johnson Coun-
ty  CourtHouse 1898-1951

  

Quilt show ad below  needto find the old one and make a change in it 

Graduation Ads with picture and 
salute starting at $25 up to $100 -May 
10 deadline 937-1010
dhighfill66030@gmail.com

All You Can         
Eat 

   Memorial Day 
Breakfast

Biscuits &  Gravy, Waffles,     
Scrambled Eggs & More

AmerICAN LegION 
POsT    #19

                  Monday,May27  
           
        8 AM - 11 AM

Suggested Donation, 
Adults $10.00

Children  Under 10 
$5.00, Children  Under 

3-Free
AmerICAN LegION 

POsT  # 19
       315 Meadowbrook Circle
              Gardner, Ks
            913-488-2282

 All Funds Benefit 
Veteran Causes

B&W Tackle
625 Main Street
Wellsville,Kansas,66092

 (913) 709-5493
      Hours of Operation:
      Monday-Sunday 
          7AM-7PM

LIVE BAIT! AND 
MORE!!

 Web Site
www.BandWTackle.com

 Facebook Page - 
        B & W Tackle
Email 
BandWTackle@gmail.com

 

 Maverik sells exclusive products such as 
fresh-made, gourmet burritos, sandwiches, 
pizzas, toasted-subs, cookies, and coffee 
blends from around the world.
   Maverik will create a multitude of job op-
portunities for local residents, ranging from 
retail associates to managerial positions. 
Through fuel sales, convenience store pur-
chases, and ancillary services, Maverik will 
also inject new dollars into our community, 
supporting local businesses and municipal 
services.
“We are extremely excited for Maverik to 
become a part of the Edgerton Community. 
With housing, industrial and commercial 
projects currently under development, this 
project provides just another example of 
the exciting growth Edgerton is contribut-
ing to region,” says James Oltman, Presi-
dent of ElevateEdgerton!
Maverik plans to build a roughly 6,000 
square-foot travel plaza on the southwest 
corner of Homestead
and 199 th Street. It will feature various 
amenities, including freshly prepared food, 
mobile app ordering,
merchandise, and a rewards program. Site 
work has already begun with vertical con-
struction anticipated
to begin in mid-2024.

Simple Ways to Terrorize a Telemar-
keter

10. When they ask "How are you to-
day?" Tell them! "I'm so glad you 
asked because no one these days 
seems to care, and I have all these 
problems; my arthritis is acting up, 
my eyelashes are sore, my dog just 
died."

9. If they say they're John Doe from 
XYZ Company, ask them to spell 
their name. Then ask them to spell 
the company name. Then ask them 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~    
Thought for today .....
You may remember a beautiful face 
for a few days
but you will remember a beautiful 
soul forever.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Maverik Coming
        from Page One

   "Dearest Mary, We Love You and So Proud Of All 
      Your Accomplishments !!" 
        Mom, Dad, Nana and Papa, Muzz & Buzz
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A Message from Your Friends at 
Dale’s Body Shop 

 300 W. Park
Downtown Olathe

(913) 782-2247

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
A mother mouse and a baby mouse 
are walking along when, all of a sud-
den, a cat attacks them.
The mother mouse says,
“BARK!!” and the cat runs away.
The mother mouse then says to her 
baby,
“See how important it is for you to 
learn a foreign language?”
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

$250
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A Message from Your Friends at 
Dale’s Body Shop 

 300 W. Park
Downtown Olathe

(913) 782-2247

 Mothers' Day Sun., May 12,24






